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Special Issue 1 Voice of Design Forum Opinions : Asking anew “what design is"”

Opening Address : Masato ISAKA, JD executive director

We are drifting in an age of change without a chart toward an uncertain future. The
objects of design and perspectives on design are ever expanding. It is necessary for us now
to ask anew "what is design?" or "what are the functions of design?” and to identify "what
are our tasks?" and "what is our vision to accomplish these tasks?"

In this meeting, we will listen to views by JD members with various specialties, to confirm
the broader meaning and functions of design, so that a surging discussion on design will be
stimulated. There will be presentations, comments and a discussion.

Prespective : Holo Design to balance civilization and culture

Seiichi MIZUNO, moderator, JD president, president of IMA Co., Ltd.

We have taken up Holo Design as our theme for the past several years. The progress of
civilization has caused severe environmental and social problems, and design that can solve
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the resulting contradictions is required. We need to consider
designs that maintain a balance between civilization and culture.
For example, to solve an environmental problem, economy and
ecology should be compatible in design works. Bearing this
perspective in mind, we will consider the question of "what is
design?" afresh today.

Presentations

* Synthesizing local efforts

Masakazu TANIGUCHI, president of Japan Life Design Systems Co., Ltd.
The society we live in does not function well. In order to solve
problems, we need to consider how our future society will be
organized. This implies that we consider how to manage or design
the future of the global community. Today, more than 70 percent

of the world's population lives in cities. Therefore, the network of
cities will be a great factor in considering new social management
and social design. Senior citizens occupy greater proportions of the
population in cities in mature societies. Populations in many
countries are aging faster than we can find solutions to the
foreseeable problems. In order to resolve the issues of today and
also to build our future societies, communities and individuals
should participate with specialists and businesses in efforts to solve
the surrounding social problems. Designers should network such
social experiment-like movements and lead them toward building a
future society deploying the concept of social design.

* Outrageous idea from the accumulated power of design
Kozo YAMADA, president of GK Design Group Inc.
Around 700 million years ago, life was in the sea in the form of
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single-celled organisms. Over time, a process of reproduction
developed creating male and female organisms as a means to leave
strong descendants able to withstand environmental changes. It
was the beginning of "mate choice." Along with this, "natural
choice" enabling life to adapt to the environment continued.
Through its long history, the earth has chosen lives, and therefore,
lives exist now on the earth as a result of those choices. | would
like to call the knowhow to survive (or to be chosen) Design.

Only humans began to create artifacts called "tools.” After
inventing machines and electronics, we now are producing alter
egos making full use of information technology and life science.
They are tools equipped with artificial brains. We can see the
coming of the age when these tools with artificial brains will be
chosen “in preference to humans." The age may come when
humans would be selected by tools. Thinking about future

problems, we will not be able to find solutions unless we seriously
consider the meaning of our presence as designers.

* Happiness should be the purpose of design

Tomoko INUKAI, social commentator, author

| think "design" should be useful and by that | mean that design
should improve our living. Considering my life, | conceive a plan,
then design and implement my plan. This is the process of
designing. | have two points in my lifestyle. One is that | don't do
what | don't like to do. The other one is that | don't bring things
which are not beautiful or which do not function well into my
house. | would like to surround myself only by things | like. My
motto in living is to live to enjoy. We are born to become happy.
But when | think about the life in the 21st century, | realize that we
cannot seek only human interest. We have to consider the bio-
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capacity or the capacity of the earth, otherwise, we will not be able
to survive. The function of design in a broad sense will be
increasingly important.

* New lifestyles and concept of happiness

Joji KURUMADO, managing officer, general manager, design
department, head office of Takenaka Corp.

We were hard hit by the great earthquake and the Fukushima
nuclear power plant accident in East Japan. The usual time span of
the occurrence of great earthquakes we apply in preparing an
architectural design is 500 years. If we take 1000 years, then, we
need to consider the occurrence of a great earthquake of the scale
of March 11, 2011. Many local towns have tsunami hazard maps,
but they were no use on March 11. A map maker was saying in his
TV interview that if they had taken into account a tsunami of that

scale, the whole town would have been considered hazardous, and
so they had to assume a little smaller tsunami.

The backup power system in the Fukushima | power plant was
completely submerged by the tsunami. The original design of the
power plant was prepared by Americans who assumed the plant
would be located inland. They had no idea about the surge of
tsunami. The March 11 great earthquake revealed that we had not
put what we could reasonably infer into practice.

According to the simulation by a consulting firm, we will need four
earths at the end of this century, if we continue to live as we do
now. As we cannot change the earth, we must change our
lifestyles, and the concept of happiness. We must present a new
concept of happiness through our designs.
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* Design for human convenience

it car-sharing or bicycle-sharing.

Masayuki MORIGUCHI, freelance journalist, president of Mobilicity
Co., Ltd

Various new vehicles are coming out now. Paris operates a bicycle
sharing system called Velib. Citizens and tourists can use bicycles
as a means of moving around in the city. Similar systems have
spread in cities in Europe and Japan. Tram cars are being
reevaluated recently. Car-sharing is also increasingly adopted. It is
promoted by using electric vehicles for an ecological reason.

Why are these new types of vehicles and systems devised? When
we consider the best way to go somewhere, motorcars are not
always the best option. We want to use different kinds of vehicles
according to our purposes or destinations. But we cannot possess
all that we need, therefore, we need to be able rent what is
appropriate. This is how rental systems have become necessary, be

It is not technology and design for vehicles that is required but
design and technology for humans to move around. The essence of
mobility is how to help people move around in cities. Designs
seeking comfort for users and good for society will be the most
important.

Comments
MIZUNO: Now | would like to invite commentators to speak.

Keiko TORIGOE, prof. of Aoyama Gakuin University

| agree with Mr. Taniguchi that we should define design to be a
framework of perception as well as that of solution. Mr. Yamada
traced back the origin of design to 700 million years ago, and said
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that living things had survived by repeating selections, which was
an interesting approach. That reminds me of a story | heard from
an expert, "while many ants are working, there is an ants that do
not work at all. It is meaningful from the perspective of the
survival of the species. When others fight and are defeated, the
non-fighting ones might survive and the species would be
maintained.” | understand Ms. Inukai's policy in living. The kitchen
cleanser you referred to reminded me of my grandmother who had
used it. | think | would use it out of convenience even if its design
is not good enough by adding something to it that makes it suit
me. This could be one way of designing. | fully sympathize with
Mr. Kurumado's idea that we need to change our living and
decrease the burdens we place on the environment. Motorcars are
not the only means of transportation as Mr. Moriguchi said. | have
been organizing a boat tour on the Nihombashi River in the center
of Tokyo as part of my environmental design and soundscape

studies, and | think there are lots more means for mobility in cities.
In the summer after the March 11 earthquake, | visited the mouth
of a river in Miyagino of Sendai which remained sunk underwater
for more than a week, for a field survey to observe changes in the
soundscape in the affected area. We anticipated that there would
be no insects singing, and the place would be quiet all around. In
fact, the area was filled with lively and louder singing of insects. |
felt the amazing power of nature in the place where many lives
were lost to the tsunami. As it was soon after my father died, | was
all the more happy to feel insects under the sod and to sense that
my ancestors were somehow related.

MIZUNO: Thank you for your sympathetic comment. The concept
of richness should be designed anew. The sounds of nature are
totally cut off in cities. It seems to be increasingly important to
bring back the traditional concept of richness.
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Noriji SATO, prof. of Ritsumeikan University

| gathered from all your presentations that the value provided by
physical substances and energy has now reached its limit, and we
must work out wisdom beyond the limit.

Mr. Taniguchi discussed a future society and the solutions of its
problems. In a world which has more than one solution, we need
to combine possible solutions in many different ways. He referred
to the need for "open innovation” to openly seek ideas. | think this
is the general principle. Mr. Yamada referred to selection and a
trial and error approach in the same meaning. Ms. Inukai's policy
“to bring only beautiful things into my place” is that she has
chosen things based on her set of values different from that
valuing materials or energy. The problem of the nuclear power
plant that Mr. Kurumado referred to may suggest that we came to
employ nuclear energy when we were in need of a greater amount

of electric energy and now we are facing the backlash of our
choice. Mr. Moriguchi said that if we were to look for a good
means of transportation, we should find various combinations of
vehicles, instead of each person possessing a motorcar. And the
combinations include sharing of bicycles and motorcars. Ms.
Torigoe's story about the singing of insects was interesting. By
evaluating the relationship between insects and herself, the value
of singing of insects becomes higher to her.

Discussion

MIZUNO: | would like to ask the presenters to give their additional
comments.

TANIGUCHI: Humans have survived to date through making
changes. When a great change is going on, we should not be afraid
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of changing ourselves. Rather, we should take it as a chance.
YAMADA: | looked back at 700 million years ago because | wanted
to say that all living things on the earth have designed their ways
to survive until today. Humans are at the top of living things now,
but | anticipate that tools, particularly electronic tools would turn
out to be our enemies.

INUKALI: Considering that God created the earth and universe, and
that he has wonderful power, we must be humble. We should
throw out economy-first policies. Men who have advocated those
policies must change.

KURUMADO: People in developing countries are changing their
lifestyles to follow people in developed countries. Their
populations are increasing. We should show a new lifestyle
through our designs to redirect the ongoing process.

MORIGUCHI: There is a proverb which says "We can't see the wood
for the trees." That is the situation we are in. People are more

concerned about the higher speed or fuel consumption. While
seeking these factors, we may have forgotten the essential function
of motorcars.

MIZUNO: | will open our discussion to the audience.

Kazuo TANAKA: We should ask ourselves what to do now. Listening
to your presentations, | sensed that a great change is going on.
Design is meant for offering happiness to people. This principle
does not change, but the definition of happiness is changing.
Therefore, we need to find problems in the value changing process,
and solve them through visualization in design works. This is the
function of design.

MIZUNO: Each person can be a designer. We may design our life
course, how to live or even how to die.

Motoo NAKANISHI: When considering design, we should cover
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business administration, sociology, cognitive psychology and
engineering. Recently, design thinking is emphasized even in the
fields of business administration and engineering. Design can
connect technology and culture, or management and the
environment. Therefore, it is possible that new leaders or initiators
who create new values will emerge from the world of design. In
this sense, we need "design-ism" and “design-ists” instead of
designers.

MIZUNO: Your opinion to consider design in a broad sense is
common to our basic consciousness.

NAKANISHI: When a basic concept or policy is firmly established, a
designed form has a meaning.

MIZUNO: It can be said to the nation, or the state. We tend to be
much too concerned about superficial designs because we do not
seriously get involved in designing national policies.

Haruhiko ASAI: In the Design Center of Philips, it is said that
design is not intended to design a bridge but to design how to
cross a river. Design is a process to identify problems, and to give
solutions in forms, colors, and mechanisms to given problems - how
to help people live more comfortably and happily. Now, social
design is often talked about, but answers have not been found yet
as to whether designers can change society, and in what way they
can make proposals.

Koji KURODA: | have been thinking that design should be
considered broadly to include social design, corporate culture or
corporate identity design and so on. But design education has
focused on colors and forms. | am now concerned that those who
have studied colors and forms may be changing direction to social
design and looking toward corporate culture or corporate identity
design. Of course, skill is required to create logos, so, there may be
designers specializing in creating them, but there should be
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different designers with other purposes.

TANAKA: Today, designing intangible things is strongly demanded.
It is because we live in a society filled with problems. Therefore, we
need designers as form and color creators and designers as
innovation planners.

Sumiko ONODERA: For common people, design is like the air.
When we look at things, we don't think of them as products made
by designers who have worked behind the curtain. We instinctively
look for something beautiful with a perfect form. So I think design
is close to related to human instinct. The work of designing will
last for a long time, and design as a profession will never be
extinct.

Reiko MATSUMOTO: | specialize in music. In the 20th century, we
aimed to play music in the most accurate way and with the

greatest volume. When electronic devices were developed, our aims
were achieved quite easily. As soon as | obtained the device, |
realized that simply accurate music was not appealing. Then, | tried
to delay the timing of sounds from the notes to get richer sounds.
| noticed that there are more sounds between notes. These sounds
have existed in folk music in Southeast Asia from long before. |
realized this just recently, and | think here is a keyword.

Yukio SAKODA: The term design may mean to see society broadly,
but from the standpoint of a designer, | dare say that we should
commit ourselves in forms and colors. | think we should begin to
teach colors and forms to elementary school children. It is
important for them to develop an eye to evaluate beautiful forms,
thereby developing their aesthetics which they can then apply in
their future life. If design education is started after people have
grown to be adults, their aesthetics will be hardly developed.
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Tatsuya HONDA: | think design is just the same as elementary
school subjects, Japanese language, mathematics, science and social
studies. These are basic subjects that will develop the skills that are
necessary in design business. A Japanese language skill is required
for communication with clients, mathematics for counting targeted
users, and science for repeating a trial and error process. Without
understanding our society, we cannot focus our targets. So, these
four subjects are basics for designing.

Kenji EKUAN: In considering a design, be it a microscopic or
macroscopic design, we also need to devise approaches. After
setting a goal, it is necessary to think of practical ways to reach the
goal. If we can show practical approaches, | am certain that the
Japan Design Institute will become an excellent organization for
leading Japanese design and presenting the basic guidelines for
education. What is essential now is goal setting, devising

approaches and implementation.

MIZUNO: We have discussed a wide variety of opinions, thank you
for your participation.

Questionnaire for JD members - What is design
1. What is your definition of design?

2. What do you think are the role(s) of designers?

3. What do you think are the tasks of design?

Daiki AMANAI: post-doctoral researcher in Tokyo University of

Science

1. Design originally meant to integrate all techniques. But as
industrialization progressed, the division of special techniques
occurred, and design has become an independent “aesthetic"
technique.
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2. Designers can present methods to integrate relevant techniques.

3. Institution of qualifications as professional designers and
systems to certify them. The difference between Japanese
architects and European ones is not clearly recognized.

Masato ISAKA: JD executive director

1. Creative activities to actualize objects and man-made
environments into appropriate forms for users by employing
relevant talents. Also to prepare the conditions of culture,
society, technology, economy, and information systems ready for
the man-made environments.

2.To evaluate tangible and intangible man-made environments
from historical and comparative cultural aspects, and present
desirable environments for the future. To prepare opportunities
for users to examine and agree on the proposal. To prepare a
road map to realize the proposal, and organize specialty groups.

To educate people to carry out the proposal.
3. Creation of tangible and intangible man-made environments to
cope with the globalization and diversification of human activities.

Tomoko INUKALI, social commentator, author

1. To consider how to achieve happiness, plan and carry out the
way to achieve it. The basic principle is to do them on the
global level, taking into account living together with nature
covering all living things, seas, mountains, rivers and forests.

2. We should enjoy living our lives. Designing and planning a
happy life for individuals in harmony with the environment as a
"vessel" for them. Considering the bio-capacity of the earth,
placing priority on economy should be terminated.

3. Design should have dynamic power. The basic driving force is
individuals or citizens asserting themselves. We should explore
ways for survival with historical consideration, uniting people
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with friendships across the borders and religions.

Kunio SANO, Industrial designer

1. Modern design aims to integrate civilization and culture.
Imagination intervenes between “analysis and synthesis." Design
is a continued process of looking into human properties and
their wholeness.

2. Being highly spiritual as well as being practical to meet people's
desires for beautiful and easy-to-use articles.

3. Long-term thinking and realistic responses, and imagination and
creativity to put both into reality.

Hiroshi SANO, former chairperson NPO Machizukuri NEXT
movement, former prof. of Tokyo Gakugei University Graduate
School

1. Design implies “the act of designing” and “the results of the act

of designing.” The former is a process to conceive ways to
achieve a given purpose, to express forms or images to be shared
with concerned parties, and to put them into actual things.

2. In the long past, there were no designers as all artisans had
design quality. As a result of scientific revolution, mass-
production, and IT progress, the cultural quality of designs has
been deteriorated. Designers are required to upgrade the quality
of design.

3. The greatest issue in international politics is to bring back the
international financial capitalist economy into the real economy.

Joji KURUMADO, Managing Officer, general manager, design

department, head office of Takenaka Corp.

1+ 2. Design is able to present the totally optimal system. What
dream can we see for the future when the physical limits of the
earth, wastes, energy, water and food are seen? It is the role of
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designers to present dreams while addressing concrete issues.

3. To present new values. To present a picture of what happiness
would be like when the earth has physical limits to support the
entire population of the world.

Haruto KOBAYASHI: Tokyo Landscape Architects, inc.

1. My work is intended to determine relations between humans
and nature scientifically (ecologically) and aesthetically, and to
express their mutual relations in a harmonious environment
(space) and to maintain it.

2. The basic functions are to create spaces for various living things
including humans making use of skills of various living things,
and, while doing so, to help preserve and recover the
environment for living things.

3. Economic war caused by global capitalism has promoted
scientific civilization putting the economy ahead of all else. As

a result, the sustainability of the foundations for survival of
various living things is at a risk.

Kuniaki TAMURA: lecturer of Osaka University of Arts

1. Design is an organic and dynamic group activity mobilizing the
skills, wisdom, and aesthetic sense of relevant people for the
chain of "living, nature, technology, the ease of use, and
problem solutions" and forging consensus for execution.

2. To review the immediate task from a space-time perspective,
and add on the accumulated creations of "beautiful, right,
strong, and new values and sensation” by forerunners.

3. To create richer relations by combining civilization and culture
promoting the integration of advanced and conventional
technologies, interaction between Japanese and other countries,
collaboration between nature and artifacts, and continuation
between local and global environments.
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Seiichi MIZUNO: JD president, president of IMA Co.,Ltd

1. To determine desirable concepts, figures and visions for material
and immaterial things from a broad perspective. Desirable is
holo design that covers microscopic and macroscopic designs.

2. Focusing on people's life, designers should consider the whole
process of production, consumption, use, disposal and reuse.
They should have a holo design perspective to consider not only
civilization but culture, and not only economy but ecology.

3. To redefine richness and happiness to offer both economic and
mental fulfillment. To present new lifestyles.

Masayuki MORIGUCHI, freelance journalist, president of Mobilicity

Co., Ltd.

1. To express enchanting forms, sounds, smells and touches that
appeal to the five senses in producing things and developing
cities. Design may cover planning, architectonics, and

development.

2. Solutions and communication of the thoughts of producers to
users.

3. There are tendencies to seek results in a short time, and to
evaluate results with numerical figures in Japan, and many
people consider design is not necessary. Turning eyes to the
world, there are many examples whereby the standards of an
industry have been changed with the power of design. Able
Japanese designers do not seem to display their full abilities.
Problems may be in the social structure.
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Special issue 2 Talk Salon 6

Two hours with Ms. Kazuko KOIZUMI

“Energy of Wisdom, Design of Wisdom”

To avoid a highly civilized but culturally poor living

Opening Address: Seiichi MIZUNO, JD president, president of
IMA Co., Ltd.

| am a fan of Ms. Koizumi's publications, and in particular "Pictorial
Book on Kitchens in the Showa Period” makes me feel so nostalgic.
The book is an important means to look at our highly civilized but
culturally poor living. | have been saying that knowledge has been
accumulated in the 20th century, and the degree of civilization is
enhanced, but culture is on the verge of extinction. | am wondering
if we can enrich our lives with wisdom rather than just factual
knowledge. | am looking forward to listening to Ms. Koizumi's

lecture today with these thoughts in mind.

Perspective: Kunio SANO, JD auditor, industrial designer

Ms. Koizumi harshly criticizes society today, saying that people may
be misled into believing that convenience and comfort mean
richness in living. We should be careful to maintain balance and
avoid making our day too highly civilized while poor in terms of
culture.

The theme is "Energy of Wisdom, Design of Wisdom." Each person
is innately equipped with the energy to utilize wisdom, and with
this energy, we have built our culture. But today, we do not fully
utilize our energy, because we have given ourselves over to
economic and convenience-oriented ways of living. | would like to
restore our energy and show a vision of society based on
rationalism and culture.
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fig.1 BEXYLMEEAREE (BREARET)
Kumagai Residence, Important Cultural Properties
(Ota city, Shimane Prefecture)

Lecture: Energy of Wisdom, Design of Wisdom.
Kazuko KOIZUMI, researcher in the history of living, furniture and
interior design

We were taught that the industrial revolution had promoted
modernization and progress in human history. But recently, | have
begun to wonder whether the industrial revolution might actually
mark the beginning of human ruination. | believe that we should
break free of the spell of economic growth and progress in the
industrialized society.

* Bulky waste

| always think "When we want, ideas come out,” or "If you buy
everything, you will forget that you can make things yourself." |
would like to show you an interesting example.

This shows Omori town, Ota city in Shimane prefecture, which the
lwami Silver Mine, a World Heritage Site is located. In the Edo
period, houses were built in a line at the foot of a mountain to
operate the mine. There are only 500 people living there today. In
1987, the whole town was designated by the government as a
traditional structure group, and in 1998, the Kumagai Residence,
proprietor merchant of the feudal lord, was designated as an
important cultural property. (Fig. 1)

Restoration work began in 2001. Prior to the construction,
furniture and utensils had to be examined. But the city
government could not allocate any money for the examination. As
it is located in a mountainous area with no tourist
accommodations, | could not bring students to stay there for the
research work. | asked city officers to recruit housewives as part
time workers. We began the research work with seven local women
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Local housewives conducted the research,
classification and restoration of home furnishings.
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fig.3 BfEIDEE
Reusing old bedding

figd HMEZES LT, ADHERL. BIEARBICTT
Unpicking old bedding, washing their covers, and
sun-drying the cotton inside.
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fig.5 BHEL SEMEZ 100 WO ofc
Making 100 floor cushions reusing old bedding

fig.6 HEMAE o TcmEDBE
Reusing bedding used for sake brewers

who were amateurs in the work. As a result, the work brought a
wonderful success.

The house was huge, and there were enormous numbers of articles,
but in contrast to my expectations, there were few valuable objects
to sell. There were boxes of folding screens but no contents. It was
like a store house of bulky wastes. Objects and clothes were all
dirty. These housewives washed them one after another without
throwing any of them away.

There was a gymnasium of a nearby junior school house which is
not used today. We installed shelves there and gathered all of the
household articles there. As we inspected each item, we took
photos, measured the items and wrote identifying cards which |
had prepared. In this way, the anonymous piles of articles were
identified and cleared. Figure 2 shows the housewives at work.

| could visit there only once a month so the women began

researching on their own to determine the names and uses of the
articles. To help them gain a sense of achievement, | encouraged
them to write research reports so that we could compile and publish
a final report. Then, at the request by local people, we organized a
meeting to report on our research findings to the citizens.

* Give us your wisdom and hands, not money

The next stage was to prepare exhibits to turn the house into a
museum. | proposed that we would make them ourselves. The
members were excited about the idea, and began working
immediately.

First, we made 100 floor cushions out of old futon (bedding). We
need floor cushions for lectures and other meetings, because all the
rooms are tatami matted. There were many futon in closets. They
were stained, partially broken, and the cotton inside was hard.
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fig.7 BB MHDNCWcemEDADZRAE U
Split store curtain. The part the family

crest on the cover of old bedding is used.

the crest is embroidered.

fig.9 RIFHZIFEVTIRS ZD, BUIHIR LT
Unpicked kimono slip is dyed red, and

fig.8 BElFAILRBHD SHEENTEDLD
Mirror stand cover made of a kimono slip

and a cylinder-type pillow in the
center.

fig. 10 AN, FRIFERE. TRIG< < OM
Mirror stand cover. Pouch in front,
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fig. 11 EXREHVEFEDED S5 DL ofc
Pouch made by reusing a
Japanese male skirt made of
linen.

fig.12 IFLBEDER
Furnishings for a wedding

They began reusing them (Fig. 3). They removed the covers, and
washed them. They dried the cotton in the yard, threw away
unusable parts, and collected only usable parts (Fig. 4). The covers
were indigo dyed, and after washing, the beautiful indigo blue
came out. We used only clean and undamaged parts to make
patchwork. Members brought used fasteners from their houses and
made 100 patchwork cushion covers (Fig. 5).

Then, we made bedding for children to use when they would stay
there for experiential activities. We found narrow and long
bedding. They were used by master sake brewers when staying
there for the brewing period. From these items, we made narrow
and long bedding using only the good parts (Fig. 6).

As it was a merchant's house, there should have been a short split
curtain to divide the earthen shop floor and the household portion
but we could not find it. We eventually found a futon on which

the family crest was printed, so we used that part to make a split
curtain (Fig. 7).

This is the cover of a mirror stand (Fig. 8). | wondered how to
prepare its cover. One member said that she could make one out of
a kimono slip made of crepe. The kimono slip was full of spots and |
thought it would not be useable but she said she had lots of dyestuff
that she had obtained from a drugstore which was closing down.
We dyed the cloth in red, and stitched the family crest (Fig. 9).

The small sack was used up, but the string with tufts and the base
could be used. So, we remade one using a part of an old Hakama
(men's formal divided skirt made of linen) (Fig. 10).

The center in the photo is a cylindrical pillow. We made this after
dyeing silk kimono fabric (Fig. 11).

We managed to restore a full set of articles brought by the last
housewife living in the house at the time of her marriage and show
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fig. 14 TERDBEMEE
Restoring geta

fig.13 FEBDTEADBE
Restoration of geta,
wooden clogs, for children

fig. 16 FTeRUCTEL BEE FUANICELTHEFURZHENTLS
Restored geta. The original pattern was copied by transparent
paper, and the pattern is reproduced on the geta.

fig.16 BICHEIEBDTHEZ S ZHD CRR
Food boxes filled with seasonal foods or foods for
memorial services

fig. 17 T5%3EHROBVNCEHEETIL D
Food items are cloth objects stuffed with cotton

fig.18 FHBODBFEZD D TER
Displaying the meals typical of each
season

fig. 19 Hil. TERAMEEN. AYSLITETWVD
Tilefish made realistically with various
inventions
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them in this exhibit room (Fig. 12).

This is a pair of wooden clogs for a girl. It was not worn out, but
the surface design had faded (Fig. 13). So, we removed the strap
copied the pattern with transparent paper, and repainted the clog
top (Fig. 14 & 15).

* Wisdom coming up

There were many tiered food boxes. We researched what kinds of
food were prepared for various occasions using these boxes, such as
festivals, cherry blossom viewing picnics, memorial services for the
deceased persons. We did not want to spend money on food
samples and | proposed that we make food items like stuffed toys
ourselves. They sent their trial samples to me in Tokyo, and | made
suggestions. While repeating this process, members' ideas and skills
became increasingly sophisticated. We have sashimi samples and

even soup (Fig. 16). These are all hand-made (Fig. 17). Beginning
with stuffed samples, members found styrene foam, rags and other
items to be useful for making samples. This one-pot dish is an
example of what is a typical dish in the area. This is the kitchen.
Seasonal meals are exhibited (Fig. 18). This is named a fish box and
the bottom of it is a drain-board. It was used to carry fish. The fish
would be laid upon a bed of cedar branches and then covered by a
lid. This is red sea bream (Fig. 19). We named these housewives
"Women of the House" and asked them to be engaged in the
management of the museum.

* Japanese Houses and Furnishing

Another important element in the Kumagai Residence is furnishing.
Furnishing a house in each season is a great feature of Japanese
culture. Because of the cost, all houses of important national
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fig.20 MBDERR., ERICHIFBRARMEGOEEEE(CHEDS
Wwd
Tea party event. Housewises participate in house
administration even after the exhibition

fig21 BEOXR. FHBOLDOSLVE U CHAEEDHERAS Z
D>
Summer tea party. Giving different furnishings in each
season to enjoy the way of living in a Japanese house.

property are furnished the same all the year round. So I asked the
city office if we could find some financial assistance. Then the
office applied to the Japan Lottery Association for its subsidy, and
obtained 30 million yen. With this fund, we had bamboo blinds,
carpets, lighting fixtures, and so on to change furnishing in each
season. We organize tea parties in summer and autumn, and a
flower-viewing gathering in spring, and “learning in winter" in
winter. "Women of the House" prepare tea-ceremony dishes and
sweets. They write menus with illustrations (Fig.20). This shows a
tea gathering in summer (Fig.21). In winter, a five-colored carpet is
laid out and a lantern is lit.

In this way, housewives in the local town researched many things in
their community and learned a lot. They now serve as guides in the
museum and share the deep knowledge that they acquired through
the work. This is very important.

* Japanese culture is the refined culture of the poor

Studying the history of people’s living, | reaffirmed the importance
of the culture of traditional livelihood of Japan. The Japanese have
refined the culture of poor living. Historically, the means for
nations to become rich have been war or trade. But Japan, thanks
to its historical and geographic conditions, had experienced neither
of these until its early modern period. No nations waged war
against Japan across the seas, due to impossible logistics.

The Japanese archipelago is rich in nature. If people worked hard,
we could manage to survive even though we could not enjoy a
luxurious life. The climate is temperate, with much rain and
humidity. It has four seasons, good for growing plants.
Agricultural productivity is high. Forests occupy 70 percent of the
land. Natural resilience is also strong. It is surrounded by the seas,
and is rich in water sources as well as animal species. Earthquakes
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and typhoons often hit the archipelago, but never destroy the
whole country.

Japanese people have lived carefully, trying not to destroy nature.
They have developed a sustainable social system. Village forests are
a good example. So is the thatched roof. Grasses are dried and
kept for the next time they would be needed to thatch a roof. The
Japanese people are good at recycling used things. And we have
practiced recycling on the community level.

It is because the nation has been gifted with nature. Nature
worshipping is a distinctive characteristic of Japanese culture. The
sense to value nature can be also seen in design. A feature of
Japanese design is "asymmetry.” Nothing is symmetrical in nature.
There are few other nations that apply asymmetry as their design
standards. Symmetry is against nature, so it is artificial. Japanese
people prefer natural to artificial. We apply a natural scene as it is, in

a refined manner. Typical of this are patterns on urushi lacquerware.
We favor primitive things, but we enhance them, making them
beautiful. We eat sashimi but we do not eat raw fish as they are. We
have raised the culture of the poor to a level of elegance.

* Choice in Lifestyle

Living in an industrialized country, we must choose our lifestyles.
What is a good choice? | think the living standards in the 30s in
the Showa era (mid-1950s to 1960s) suit the Japanese people.
Around that time, houses were mostly wooden Japanese style
houses and average households had the so-called “three electric
appliances," a washing machine, TV set and refrigerator. Rooms
were open without privacy, and there were no air-conditioners. As
service industries were not so well developed, housewives had to
hand-make many things, and children had to help their mothers.
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By helping with housework, children could acquire many skills
needed in living. By using their hands and bodies, they would grow
to be considerate to others' needs. Parents used to tell children
how to behave. When | forgot to close a sliding door, my parents
would tell me “close the door." But people of the next generation
were not so strictly disciplined.

In post-war Japan, people have been misled to believe that
convenience and physical comfort enrich our living, and people
have tried to avoid doing things they don't like. | think this is
wrong. Having convenience, comfort and many things at hand,
people today do not think that they are happy. Rather, they think
something is wrong.

It is proven by the recently ignited interest in life during the period
of the 30s of the Showa. What makes people attracted to the life
of that time is the quality of human relationships. How did such

close relationships among family members and community people
develop? We developed those relationships through living an
inconvenient and not so comfortable life, enduring doing what we
did not like to do. We had to develop favorable human relations
through family life, community life, school life and working life
interacting with many types of people. The skill to communicate
with other people cannot be obtained easily. We cannot develop
communication skills just by restoring the family life and
community life of that time. We must develop human relations on
an equal basis beyond kin and community relations, having
solidarity with other people while maintaining our own
individuality. We should be satisfied with the standard of living in
the 30s of the Showa era, and find pleasure in making things
ourselves, and devise ways to create things with our own wisdom.
We should once again live that way.
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Dialogue
Kazuko KOIZUMI and Maia MANIGLIER, president of exprime inc.,
creative director

Maia MANIGLIER: | visited Takachiho in Kyushu last week and
observed the practice of yokagura, Shinto music and dance
performed all night long. It is a long-held traditional performance
there. Traditions are being lost in other areas, and even though
people think that they have to create new traditions to replace the
old ones, they don't seem to be making the effort to establish new
ones.

KOIZUMI: It may not be a direct reply to your comment, but | see
things from the point of daily living. After the nuclear power
accident, the electric companies and the government threatened
that there would be a shortage of power without nuclear power

plants. People are easily affected by such comments, because they,
mostly young people, have no skills for living under electricity
shortage.

Another example is that young people are too concerned about the
freshness dates of food and drink. Every person should have a
policy in living to not be affected by what the label says.
MANIGLIER: While chasing after the western way of living,
Japanese traditional ways of living were lost at some point.
KOIZUMI: Certainly, | often wonder why Japanese people dislike
Japanese ways of living. Nature worshipping is rapidly declining. |
hope that you will tell us, as a foreigner, what elements of our
culture we should maintain or restore.

MANIGLIER: When | met the Shinto priests in Kumano and
Takachiho, they said that young people were not sympathetic to
nature worship. Unless they understood and became convinced
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about nature worship, they would hardly accept it.

KOIZUMI: | can say that what we think of as typical samples of
Japanese culture do not, in fact, suit contemporary life. Take for
example, the kimono. Why were the kimono replaced with western
style dresses after WWII? It is because people did not like to wear
such a tight-fitting dress. During the war, women were forced to
turn their kimono into trousers-like clothes to allow active
movements. After the war, women no longer wanted to wear
kimono for daily living. However, western dresses do not suit us.
They are for western people's type of physique. We should have
designed dresses that would suit us and that would show the
beauty of Japanese women.

MANIGLIER: Yes. When | first wore kimono, the shop owner said
that my waist was too slender, and put a few towels around my
waist.

KOIZUMI: In the past, women had no curves and did not need to
apply towels to wear kimono.

MANIGLIER: It is said that an increasing number of young people
travel to look for their own gods. Once they find one, they visit the
shrine and donate money. There is a tendency in the world that
people with spiritual loneliness resort to shamanism for salvation.
It is a good point of Japan that there are places where people are
able to find spiritual security. Japan has dominated the world by
exporting industrial products. Now, people in the world admire
Japanese manga. In seven years' time, the Japanese can stand on a
stage to show their strong points at the time of the Olympic
Games.

KOIZUMI: | hope that the message of peace contained in the
Constitution of Japan can present a strong appealing message at
the Olympics. We don't know what will happen to our
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Constitution, as the present government is inclined to change it. |
personally hope that people will go back to the basics in living,
making things with their own hands as much as possible.

Discussion

MANIGLIER: | think designing wisdom is important. | have created
the “Maia Gonomi" (Maia's Favorites) brand to produce and sell
small envelopes to give tips or money gifts. It is a good Japanese
custom to give money to others in an envelope or wrapped with
paper. However, | am afraid that now few people will say, “I'm sorry
to give this to you without a wrapping,” when handing money
unwrapped. | thought if there had been fancy envelopes, people
would restore that good habit. We can live without them, but life
would be more pleasant if there were good envelopes. It may be a

function of design to restore or to create customs like this. | will
welcome your views and comments.

Reiko MATSUMOTO: | specialize in music. The houses and lifestyle
in the 30s of the Showa era appeared in animation movies by
Hayato Miyazaki, which were very appealing to many young people.
They seem to be attracted to that, but they don't know what they
should do to follow the lifestyle. Koizumi-san referred to
patriarchy, | want to add the issue of the daughters-in-law. It is
wives who support family or community events.

KOIZUMi: It is wrong to impose all of the burdens on wives. When
daughters and their family members visit the daughter's parent's
home in the mid-summer and new-year holidays, it is the wife
(mother) who takes care of them. When a son's family returns his
parents' home, his wife (daughter-in-law) is supposed to work as a
housewife. Today, some families may stay in hotels, and some
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refrain from visiting their parental homes to avoid troubling their
mothers. It is an important occasion for children (grand children)
to develop skills in human relations therefore family members must
help their mothers with the housework. Staying with a different
family is a good training opportunity for children. When | was a
child, we used to stay with our friends' families. | learned the
culture of the family which was different from mine. We
developed communication skills through interacting with friends'
families. Now, families have a small number of children, and many
have only one child, so, children have fewer opportunities to
develop their communication skills and other basic skills for living.
We now have to intentionally provide children with programs and
learning opportunities.

MANIGLIER: Children today do not live with their grandparents, so
they don't learn that they must care for the elderly, or to give seats

to the elderly in a train.

KOIZUMI: People used to interact with their neighbors, but not
now. After the March 11 earthquake, | realized the need for
neighborhood interaction. In Iwami, people in the village still
interact with their neighbors. As women gathered at the Kumagai
Residence, we organized their husbands' group as a supporting
group to involve them in maintaining the house.

Sentaro KIMURA: | am engaged in furniture design. | moved to
Akiruno city in suburban Tokyo two years ago. Except for my
family, the neighborhood people have lived there for generations.
They know each other very well. People greet each other when
they meet on the roads. Parents have their children play in the
river. The current is quite rapid, but children are used to it. They
fish with a fishing-net and they are quite good at it. | find them
very strong physically, and they acquire knowledge and skills
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through playing in nature and interacting with community people.

Kozo YAMADA: | am an industrial designer. Listening to your talk, |
recalled my grandfather and father. My grandfather ran a tailor
shop, and whenever there was a festival at the local shrine, he
would go out wearing only a loincloth. So did my father. Their
bodies were well-shaped, and heavily muscled. | wonder when and
why | and men of my generation have lost muscles. Perhaps it is
time for us to shift our interest to our physique.

MANIGLIER: | came to Japan 25 years ago with the image that
Japanese men were cool. There were more charismatic leaders in
different sectors in society. People have thought that everyone has
a chance equally, and while seeking equality, persons with
outstanding initiative or leadership have not emerged. Japanese
people now seem to be looking for a charismatic leader. Men who
have firm beliefs and confidence in communicating them to others

are wanted. There seem to be too many men who do not have
confidence in themselves unless they are praised by others. Some
men are even afraid of women.

KOIZUMI: It is their mothers who have reared present-day men.
Before the war, there was a kind of manual on how to bring up
boys to be strong physically and mentally. But after the war, with
no standardized manual, women have tended to spoil their
children. Meanwhile, Japan became a competitive society and a
good educational career to get a good job came to be a goal in
rearing children. Obtaining good school results overrode personal
character building.

Another thing | am worried about is that young people are too
concerned about their appearances including their styles and
reputation in society. They should consider what is important for
people to live as full members of society. Their mothers should also
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consider what their families aim at in bringing up their children.
In postwar Japan, we have dedicated our efforts to economic
growth, putting aside our ideals and beliefs. We must redirect our
attention to these things.

Kenji EKUAN: After Japan was defeated in WWII, General
MacArthur of the Allied Forces banned Japan's traditional things.
Influenced by movies, we developed admiration for American style
living. Japanese electric manufacturers began to produce washing
machines, refrigerators and so on. At the beginning, Japanese
products were criticized as simply being imitations of American
products. | felt disqusted to hear that our products were called
imitations, because American products were large and heavy and
didn't fit small houses in Japan immediately after the war.
Designers and engineers worked hard to lighten household
appliances. It was a process of invention and innovation in the

household electric appliance industry. Now that the industry has
reached maturity, we must look for ways to ensure industrial
survival.

The hosting of the Olympics and Paralympics in 2020 gives us a
bright hope that this might serve as an engine to enliven our
economic and industrial activities.

KOIZUMI: It is true that people in various industries have made
great efforts to develop the industries and the economy to what
they are today from the devastated conditions after the war. But
today, people are more interested in the money game than
manufacturing. In the meantime the hollowing out of domestic
manufacturing is progressing as manufacturers are transferring
their production bases to other countries.

In ancient times, the Japanese remodeled imported things from
China to make them more useful. The chest used to transport
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articles is a good example. Our ancestors put legs onto chests to
avoid moisture and dirt from the ground. It became easier for two
persons to shoulder it using a pole between the legs. So the chest
was used as a container and a carrier. In modern times, the
Japanese introduced various kinds of articles from the west, and
remodeled them to make them more convenient to use. This
practice of innovative reform is characteristic of the Japanese, but |
wonder if we can boast that the Japanese are creative.

Regarding the Olympics, | am not in favor of hosting them. The
nuclear power plant accident has not been settled, and there are
lots of problems in Tokyo. How can we spend such an enormous
amount of money for the Olympics? You may say that holding the
Olympics and Paralympics will encourage the Japanese people, but
it would only mean a temporary excitement. Some industrial
communities, in particular, the construction community may be

pleased, but | think the Olympics will only give a short term
adrenaline shot to our economic activities.

MANIGLIER: One important thing is that people in Tokyo will try to
envisage Japan seven years from now, and how the people visiting
Tokyo and other parts of Japan will spend their time. | hope that
people will show united energy or synergy toward that occasion.
KOIZUMI: Facilities will be improved for sure. But | doubt that
people in Tokyo will have the same flame of enthusiasm as they did
in 1964.

MANIGLIER: A strong point in Japan now is that there are many
foreign residents, including myself. | hope we can offer our ideas
and experience to make the Olympics and Paralympics a success,
and help foreigners visiting Japan at these occasions.
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Comments from participants

For the Japanese who have refined the culture of the poor, the way
of life in the 30s of the Showa period is adequate. Saying so,
Koizumi-san proposed that, instead of just restoring the living of
that time, we should review gender and parent-child relations and
build relations on an equal standing. | totally agree with her
suggestion. | would add one thing to her suggestion. That is to
restore our relations with nature. Academic studies and techniques
were developed by people who were inspired by observing nature or
working in nature. | think we can restore our relations with nature
by placing tools made of natural materials, cooking fresh materials,
and communicating with people. (Sentaro KIMURA, Atelier
Suginoko, lecturer at Bunka Gakuen University)

| hardly have time to contemplate on a theme in my working life.
But | realize that it is necessary to think and discuss the
fundamental themes for our life.

It is very hard to put what Koizumi-san said into practice totally,
but I will keep it in mind in my daily life and work. By doing so, |
hope | can change my life for the better. Thank you for such an
inspiring talk. (Saori TACHIHARA)

| enjoyed the talk session. Koizumi-san's presentation made me
think about many things. (Motoko SUGAWARA)

The talk session was a wonderful time. | affirmed that women are
strong. | could hardly tell her age from the way she talked. | hope
to be able to listen to her again. (Tadayuki YAMAMOTO)
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From the Secretariat

Editor's Note

The second meeting of the Board of Directors was held on
November 8, 2013. They decided that the Talk Salon would be
continued with a new staff, that opportunities to exchange design
information and proposals would be provided, and that information
provision through a website, Facebook and printed Voice of Design
would be promoted.

JD members' publications
Seiichi Mizuno, Miwako Suzuki, and Masakazu Taniguchi published
their books.

The 7th Voice of Design Talk Salon with Ms. Tomoko INUKAI will
be held on March 20. Ms. Inukai poses a question about the
Japanese tendency toward following the crowd. She will discuss
how “individuals" think, express and act on their own decisions.

Ms. Kazuko Koizumi says “If there is paucity, you will work out various ways
to fill the paucity, but if you have money and are always able to buy what
you need, then, you will become reluctant to squeeze out an idea. We
should learn from the lifestyle in the 30s of Showa era to be satisfied with
what we have at hand and to create what we need out of the things that
are available around us. Although there are difficulties with this, it is
interesting to do this, as through this process, you can develop your senses.”
A consumption-oriented lifestyle of seeking comfort and convenience
causes environmental and other social problems, but rarely brings
happiness and richness to people’s life. Today, designers often discuss the
need for shifting their focus from “"material things to immaterial things."
Yet, they still seem to seek comfort and convenience. Designers may have
to ask themselves a basic question on their view of life in addition to
questioning how they should go about their daily lives. (Ayumi Nanjo)
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