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Special Issue 1 Talk Salon 2 with Eiko OYA
Thinking about a Vision now
- Why can't a Clear Vision be Put Forward Now in Japan?

Opening speech : Seiichi MIZUNO, JD president, president of IMA

We began our Talk Salon "Sharing the Present Time" one year after the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Now is the time when private sector design organizations such as ours should
put forth visions for the future Japan and proposals to realize them. In reality this should
be the responsibility of politicians and government officers. However, as we have learned
that we cannot expect much from them, | hope we will involve ourselves in considering the
future vision of Japan through our discussions with Ms. Oya.

Introduction : Kunio SANO, JD auditor, industrial designer
The title of the Talk Salon today is "Thinking about a Vision now - After the great
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earthquake and the nuclear plant accident, people are feeling that
Japan may go through a dramatic change. However, no mid-term
or long-term visions have been proposed by the government. We
chose this subject for our talk salon so as to create an opportunity
for us to consider "what a vision means to us" as well as a trigger
to think about our future.

Some people consider that visions are meaningful for independent
individuals and that a vision by the national government is not
necessary. While other people see that a creative national vision is
required, especially in difficult times like today.

When we consider ways to rehabilitate the earthquake-ravaged
area, we immediately remember the late Shimpei Goto (p.1) who
directed the Tokyo Rehabilitation Plan after the Great Kanto
Earthquake in 1923 as the Minister of Interior Affairs and the
chairman of the Imperial Captial Reconstruction Department. An

event to celebrate his 150th birthday was organized in 2007 which
included a discussion of "how to revitalize Japan." Ms. Oya was
present at the meeting as a speaker. After having touched upon
the basic roles of politicians and the media, she said, “as Shimpei
Goto says, individuals are the most important. The aggregate of
individuals is a state. We cannot rely on someone else to reform
our society. Each individual member of society should be involved
in the reform. It is important that individuals should speak out
while performing their responsibilities in society." | think this
comment is the essence of the subject of today's meeting.
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Lecture : Is a vision really necessary for present day Japan?
Eiko OYA, JD board member, journalist

In considering my own position on many issues, | make it a habit to
consider an issue on the global scale as well as on my individual
level. The need for considering issues from the individual level was
developed through my participation in various advisory committees
of the government. These advisory bodies consist of
representatives from the associations of large corporations,
medium-size corporations, trade unions, teachers unions or
consumers. They all shoulder the interest of their associations, and
speak for their organizations. They rarely express their personal
views. Therefore, the views of individuals have not been reflected
in policy-making processes in any ministries. In the latter 1980s,
Japan and business corporations may have become richer, but

policies to allow people to enjoy the fruit of economic affluence
were not formulated. People have never felt that their lives have
been improved. Naturally this is because the fruits of development
have only reached the organizational level. | don't represent any
particular organization, and | speak on behalf of myself. My
personal aim for being in these advisory bodies is to turn Japan
into a nation in which individuals' views may be heard and
reflected in policy-making processes. Anyway, looking back on the
recent prime ministers, | would say that Japan is not a country in
which decisions are made by an individual person with strong
leadership.

* What is a vision?
What is a vision? When Japan decided to open its doors after
centuries of seclusion in the late 19th century, the Meiji
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government took a policy of increasing wealth and military
strength and encouraging industry in order to catch up with the
West. Was this a vision? No, it was only an immediate goal. After
the defeat in WWII in 1945, Japan had to begin its rebuilding the
nation out of devastation to make up for the loss and catch up
with advanced nations. | don't think there was a vision for the
country at that time either. There was no picture as to what kind
of country Japan would become after catching up with other
nations. In the cold war regime after the war, Japan became a
member of the western block, and followed the policies taken by
the US government with few occasions to make serious decisions
on its own. Japan struggled to achieve economic growth modeling
itself after Germany in the manufacturing of cameras, Switzerland
for watches and America for automobiles, being called an
"economic animal." Thus, the economy rapidly grew, and the nation

became rich. However, the government saved the profits in the
name of trade surplus trimming, but when the US government
suggested that Japan should increase domestic consumption, the
government used money to construct roads in less populated
mountain areas instead of spending money for people to enjoy the
results of economic growth. If there had been a good national
vision, the money would have been used for better purposes, and
we may have become better off.

* Egalitarianism ? the same as others

Under the flag of balanced development of the land, an enormous
amount of money was spent on infrastructure development to
model all cities in the country after Tokyo. Was this a vision? The
Japanese are poor at prioritizing. There may be tenderness to care
for others. We think it unfair to pour a great amount of money
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into one thing at the expense of others. So, the Ministry of
Finance curtails all budget items by ten percent uniformly. As a
result, nobody is left behind, and nobody stands out. Gaps
between the rich and the poor are widening in the world, it is true
with Japan as well but the gap is narrower in Japan because of this
caring system.

| have been thinking that we should have a national vision. But
now, | realize that we don't need one. It is easy to follow the
words of a strong leader, but we may not want to follow a strong
leader. The decision making process in Japan is ambiguous, but
somehow an air is developed among stakeholders to reach
consensus. The ill-famed DANGO (bid-rigging) practice is an evil
business practice in the western value system but it is a system to
share public work among companies in a specific industry, say the
construction industry, to prevent some of them from becoming

bankrupt by distributing work assignments evenly. | don't mean to
imply that | am in favor of this system, but it works well in the
Japanese climate. The question is “can other nations that live by
the law in the jungle, where the strong become leaders and make
decisions, understand our way."

It is often said that the Japanese lack a sense of originality and
creativity, but | don't agree with this view. Ancient Japan accepted
cultures from China and Korea, and modified them to suit Japan.
In this process, the Japanese have developed a “reactive attitude.”
When an incident occurs, we hardly take the initiative to act on it,
but rather we react to someone's action. | don't think that
Japanese lack creativity. The fact is that we do not duly appreciate
those who have creativity. We are pleased when Japanese win the
Nobel Prize, but many Nobel Prize winners won the prize for their
researches in the United States. With their outstanding
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intelligence and personality, they felt uncomfortable in pursuing
their careers in Japan, and left Japan. They were different from
people around them. We tend to think that people who are
different from others in a community are strange. We should
admit that differences among us enrich and enliven our society.
We should appreciate differences in talent among people. Children
will develop to their full potential in such an environment. But in
reality, when we find differences in talent, we tend to rank them to
find which one is superior. Hence, differences tend to be excluded,
and egalitarianism is sought in Japan. People who have been
educated in an egalitarian-oriented society can hardly develop
distinguished leadership. It was unfortunate for us to have
political leaders who have little decision-making and action-taking
power to lead the government offices in times of emergency such
as after the Great Earthquake and nuclear plant accident when we

needed strong leadership.

* People's initiatives at the time of emergency

| often felt irritated with the slowness of making decisions to help
people affected by the earthquake and tsunami in 2011. |
wondered why political leaders did not take extralegal measures to
provide emergency relief. In a dire and helpless situation, a town
took the initiative to build temporary houses using timber which
had remained undamaged without waiting for permission from the
local assembly. Thinking that the government would not be
dependable, a small village in a mountain opened a website to ask
for help, and constructed a 1.3 km-long road themselves with
volunteers from other prefectures. A group of the wakame
seaweed growers asked for contributions through the Internet, and
was able to buy a boat to resume their cultivation. Had the
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government been clever enough, the period immediately following
the devastation would have been a good chance to raise taxes.
Now it is no longer a persuasive argument for raising taxes.

* The role of the media

We require scientific knowledge to protect ourselves from the
radioactive pollution caused by the accident of the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. A child-rearing mother was saying
that she would like to raise her child in a place where there is no
radioactive substances. But there is a place like that on the earth.
As we know almost nothing about radioactive substances, we need
correct information provided by experts through the media. What
disappointed me was that we could not fully trust nuclear experts
as they gave us misleading information. The media should also
give correct scientific information to help the public determine

what they should do to avoid radioactive exposure.

* Enlightening people

Because of the prevalence of egalitarianism, few people emerge
with the strong will and determination to take responsibility in
doing things differently from others. Under the present
democracy, people demand that they be given favorable social
security benefits but they are reluctant to pay taxes. Political
leaders cannot tell people that it is impossible. They often say that
they risk themselves for the sake of the people, but in fact, they are
always concerned about their next elections. We have no hope
that our economy will regain strength. Currently, the national
revenue is 37 trillion yen while the budget amounts to 92 trillion
yen. Even an elementary school child understands that we cannot
sustain our national finance. But politicians cannot say that this is
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because we receive more services than the taxes that we pay. |

world understand such a system, but | hope we would put forward

trust that most people are able to accept that fact if politicians
were to explain it. What we need today is for the silent majority to
take concrete steps forward, each with our own firm will and
determination, and that we develop our a value system that
accepts individual differences and sees them as good, to allow
individuals to have self-will and determination, and to recognize
that as individuals we do things differently from each other.
Strong individuals can make decisions at different scenes. | am
certain that there is a way we should go. But it is not on the
extension line of the conventional way. We can hardly live without
a prospect of growth and progress. But the growth that we seek is
not a conventional one measured by such things as money or
targets. It is a growth system into which a certain level of caring
for others is to be incorporated. | wonder if we could make the

such a policy making system while the world remembers the polite
and caring attitudes of the Japanese shown in post-earthquake
relief efforts.

Discussion

* Politicians rarely talk about their visions

Seiichi MIZUNO (floor): The power of the prime minister is so
regulated, and even at the time of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, he was unable to take extralegal measures. That was a
unique chance for Japan to change the existing system, but no
political leaders would take the initiative for change, because they
are too scared to do something unprecedented. The whole society
appears to refuse strong leaders. | was surprised when | became a
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member of parliament (MP) to find that politicians seldom talk
about visions. It is because of the current single-seat constituency
system. MPs are much too occupied with their local affairs and
have little time to discuss the national affairs and world problems.
| wish that there were a system whereby the prime minister
delivers a speech like the US president's State of the Union address.
Then, he would be obliged to contemplate the future vision of
Japan.

OYA: Another problem is the significance of having the House of
Councilors. It should be the House of Good Sense in its true sense.
As members are secured to serve 6 years without election, MPs in
this House should be engaged in discussing long-term issues such
as education, the environment and energy. They could also discuss
a national vision. But today, they behave like a second House of
Representatives.

Sano for Tomoko INUKAI: | would like to convey a message from
Tomoko Inukai, a JD member and critic, which was sent together
with her apology for her absence. She says, “A precondition for
creating a vision is that individuals have a clear view of themselves,
and the courage to express their views. No clear vision will be
created in a society in which people are concerned about how
other people behave. | am not in favor of nuclear power plants
because they are dangerous, and radioactivity is beyond our
control. A society that cherishes life and nature will save the earth.
New technologies for alternative energy sources will emerge from
such a society."

* Ambiguity
Kenji EKUAN (floor): Listening to your talk, | noted a negative
tone. But when | collect these negative observations about Japan,
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there seems to be an underlying flexibility to listen to others, and
accommodate ourselves to others. You have shown negative
observations as to economic and governmental aspects. Japan has
developed along with the policies put forth from the Meiji and
post-war governments. Comparing the present time with the past,
you said the present government should have a steadfast policy to
direct the nation. But looking at the present Japan from a
different angle, the Japanese are living a life that is admired by
people in other countries from the aspects of economy and public
order. All the negative observations you have made can be positive
aspects of Japan. But still do we need a vision? Then what lies in
the bottom of a vision?

OYA: | intended to say the same thing as you have just said. We
admired western life, and have tried to imitate the western way of
doing things. But DANGO may be a good system. To get together

for mutual benefit may be a good, considerate system. No one
stands out as a successor, and no one falls behind. But if we do
not have the means to make such a system understood by people
who are not familiar with it, the system would not become the
world standard.

EKUAN: Standard.

OYA: Yes. After the disaster, we realized that what we had
considered to be a matter of course was something that would be
given a high regard by the world. That we don't rob people of
things in times of emergency, and that we line up and are orderly
while waiting to receive food and other relief goods are not
unusual things for us. If these attitudes are good points of the
Japanese in the eyes of people of other countries, we need to
present the attitude of caring for others which underlies such
behavior.
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EKUAN: Recently | read the works by Motoori Norinaga (1770-
1801). He, in cooperation with Kamono Mabuchi (1697-1769),
studied Japanese classic literature and ancient writings and
established National Learning in the 18th century. When | read
one of his famous poems, “Shikishima no Yamato Gokoro wo Hito
Towaba, Asahini Niou Yamazakurabana” (When asked what is your
sentiment as a Japanese, | would say that is like mountain cherry
blossoms emitting fragrance under the rising sun.), | simply
sympathized with him without reason. | wondered why, and found
that the essence of Japanese poems from 2000 years ago is
"ambiguity.” The meaning of a poem is ambiguous, and hard for us
to understand logically, yet, we feel sympathetic to it. This
sentiment has been carried over to modern Japanese.

The essential element in Japanese culture, be it tea ceremony,
poems and the like, is aware, sensibility responsive to the nuances

of objects and events in the human and natural worlds. As |
seriously consider what it is, | feel like negating it, but on the other
hand, | feel aware at times.

* Praising Young People

Toshiro SASAKI (floor): | teach life design to second and third year
students at a university. As you have indicated, Japanese have not
been raised in a climate that encourages individuals to make
decisions themselves. For example, when Maria Sharapova won a
championship, she said, "I was confident in my strength, and |
won." But Japanese athletes usually say, partially as etiquette, "I
have come to win thanks to the support by my coach, family and
you all." For my students to be able to shoulder the future of
Japan, | agitate them by telling them that "life is a series of
choices, you have to learn how to make good choices." In order to
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make a good choice, | tell my students to have a vision in life, even
if it is a small and short-term vision.

Students have ideas, but, they are reluctant to express them with
confidence. They hesitate to do so because they know they have
limited knowledge and experience. So | propose that people over
50 years old praise young people for whatever positive points they
have, and never put them down. Young people today want to
speak what they think and express their creativity. They don't
think to live only by making mutual concessions with others.
Nevertheless, they are suppressed by older people, from their
parents to neighbors and senior workers at their workplaces who
say " you are too young and inexperienced to say such a thing."
But | want to say that when you become 50 and older, what you
should do from now is to praise young people so that they would
be encouraged to be more active.

OYA: Praising seems to be a principle to bring up children. But you
cannot always praise children because, to some certain level, there
are more cases to scold them, or tell them what to do and what
not to do. When they grow to a certain level, we can change our
way to praise them.

* Encouraging Competition

Masayuki MORIGUCHI (floor): Considering why we Japanese don't
put forward a clear vision, there seem to be two reasons. One is
that we have a characteristic as agricultural people, and the second
nature through education to renounce fighting. Of course war
should be denied, but we should not overly oppose fighting or
competing. Otherwise, we cannot compete with other countries.
OYA: Because we deny fighting, we cannot develop strategies.
Japan cannot survive only with its manufacturing strength. We

12



BRVATT L. 4. b D2
U HAREHBELR V. dDido< %
FEHoESIMITBEVBREINE %9,
KEHFEBIZLA, H—FEIZL A
JHQA /N —t ¥ Pz b ) L 24E
LRI BIZEFRLNb e 9, £
TUSHEIE D 70 < ARV D,
FO ZOVIHFHFENTLERY I VS
O THA L, T CICBBERIE N &)
AW EDF 5T — TRz FE#E
5 &9 REEILNTT LA,
KE ZHoifEdbERAFICHDOHNZ
LEEDLHRVATY,
#O [, BERIEEVWITE, 725
FEL WAL LERVAFELHO
FEOLH LR RV EBNE T,
NHKO7 7 — 1 OMET [EH 5
THHRWV] 2V OB —FLVATT,
HNZLH Lo L HROLRITY N
Lo
KE BHEEFE-S>THRIILARV, Edik
W& IR LICT Ahbts s b &
ATRT S, REICTERVD D, LiL
THEN DR O DEOAEH R
LZh, EIDTHEPDIDTNRDLAT
Fhhe FEFE Ko TRARDE L
72V DIFHRVATY,
O W5 ALTEBRD TV LS
TV ) H,
KE BFVBEEED 25 [UREKE ]
BHWVWWTL ko [WIREKE L 27
M EidZzwe] ERIZELEIATY. Bk
BWa L, AARIFEAEY X2 ZI
LW VAZRLRNWT T IV—" 72T

LHBILE-THFNIIEHLATT
$o
XEEXHE (8%5) 77V 474E
TAIXHARNZEEICEDbS>TWS, 7Y
IATAET A 2Bk L R THRICH
LALRRVH, HEDIZKRIZLEWE
R 5 D7 &) &L 2 HdH -
TVwET, RICHPFOOLNRLTHAEE
TLE-> T2 HEAADOERME EHRE
Z, L) ELEETIUIHADZ Y ~
F—FETNVICREDD LGV, Th
B2Z7VIAF4ET 4 EWIRENCHAN
PS> TOWAHRE LB, &
NEdH L THEZ LNV EFEITEN
T3, BARADMEANTE A S o720 T
DXLV, ZHUIREIAD. K
BEAL, KAESADZEITLE ),
ZHHHATT,
RIFEZINET, AT ATHS
oML FHFODIZ, BV TAHAIUEZN
ZHOICTIVWERAEZH--TWEZ LT
o 7272, SO HAOREERER VA
DOHAADHT NN H ZWIL L 72h 725
2o TWARWEIRE) T &, e 2
HHVIIREZICIDLPRoTH S ) DI,
b 9 — D HARIAEANT Ly BEPEAfE
WEVATTITE, 90 bDNH 5
ARZEEVIHIEZFEOMLENH S, L)
BLEERIIF-TWEYT, THEREW
76 BnEd,
KE BHLAIHTEERZRF TV
LWV, EZTT LR, Tobh5HICL
DEFSTHSRVIL CTHIF L &% 5 A
LWV DL, FHPD o THRWANAT

Special Issue

To HAFEDORII L5726 HAGD ST
EERAI2E eIy INQEIR Iy >N
NHVOZ EEFR > TLNTHRNA
U, L THITFEE 2T
HTVWEVWIDIF, BrokIHhHITES
TIIMDET XLXDRIETLHATTS
ERo EDRLHEOHTHHLLAGD
BREBRRS L, BFETTERLTW
WAL E ) HZTHAETHGOERN
SALE WY —VTTNH, TH
L ZENE2RFE TR LT LD LI
ELTW50T, HERCHEICENZ
Lo TWVLDIHELDOTTIF L,
KE EBERIIF-TWLDT, BV
LNNTIBRET0NH, 1T LTIV,
BBITVWF (&885) f[vivold (%
CHRRE Y a U HBRTRVBOR] 237 —
RBEDT, HRFHA UL LCid e
ARSTEY a Ve IERDLYATLED
RBEDEDPRETHANTIELVD L,
EoZPOloTwELADT, 20l
%o

KE RFdIHIoETVardPubihnt
BoTwFEd, b —A—ADHFHFOD
DTH->Ty HP—AD L) 2Bk
RHFUFEPLZETZ & HaBvo E B WVillia 72
EDV) DITE) LFAITE - T 5,

devised solar power generation, car navigation systems, and many
others and enjoyed the majority share in the world, but in a few
years' time, the position has been replaced by other countries. Itis
because there is no strategy and fighting among manufacturers.
The management of manufacturers do not make decisions with
strong determination. They tend to put off making decisions, and
in the meantime, competitors in other countries catch up and then
surpass Japanese companies. It is a mystery that things will go on
somehow without decisions being made in Japan. Of course,
someone at some level makes a decision, but nobody openly
declares that he has done so. | tell young people to try to build up
their capabilities through working hard if they don't like to
compete with others. Young people hardly take risks, but want to
share the fruit, which is not possible.

* Expression of oneself

Fumio OKURA (floor): Japanese are equipped with creativity. |
have a feeling that although we may not be conscious about
whether we have creativity or not, it shows itself before we are
aware of it. | have some hope in the young people of today. They
have their views and express them if they are asked to. But the
current social structure is not made to absorb their views. In order
to help government officers and business managers understand
this fact, | think we need another sense of value in Japan. It is
close to the value of sensibility. | think we have to tell young
people about this value.

OYA: Young people should express themselves before someone asks
them if they have something to say. At the scene of education,
they have to be trained to express their views, at least, in Japanese.
| won't say they should do it in English, though young people in
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other countries of the world have reached the level of expressing

not served as a cabinet minister before. He accepted the

themselves in English, and we are left behind Korea and China in
this aspect.

OKURA: They have their views and express them when they are put
into a corner. So, we can leave them.

* Prominent leader

Naotaka KOBARI (floor): | would like to ask you a little outrageous
question. Suppose the measures taken after the nuclear power
plant accident in Fukushima marked at 40, who do you think could
be able to upgrade them to the pass point at 70?

OYA: Well, current leaders in the world do not seem to be
powerful. Perhaps it is because we are living in a mature society. |
would name Prime Minister Mario Monti of Italy. He is a university
professor and has not been selected through an election, and has

appointment as prime minister with the preconditions that he
would resign as soon as the immediate fiscal issue to avoid
becoming a second Greece would be settled. He pressed ahead
with budget austerity, affecting the general public to have their
income reduced by 10 percent. The press and trade unions are
opposing his policy, but he would do whatever is necessary at this
critical time. He can do it because he is not concerned about his
election.

KOBARI: The solution of radioactive pollution is a time consuming
issue, but we must solve this problem by all means mobilizing
viable measures from all over the world. So, | dared to ask you this
question.

OYA: As we consider that we should make everybody agree,
political leaders cannot take rough measures. | would personally
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think it is alright to go ahead when 80 percent of people agree to,
but they cannot do anything when there is a strong opposition
from a small portion of people. We would not be able to break out
with radioactive substances for centuries even if we stopped all
nuclear reactors now. It was a mistake to have introduced nuclear
power generation at all, but we cannot do anything now because
they are there. Stopping their operation will not mean a solution.

* Women's way of thinking

Yukiko NAOE (floor): | think that women are oriented to solving
problems practically. We think that nothing will be solved or that
no creative ideas come out if we see things negatively. We try to
find ways to go ahead and find clues for solutions. Women have
such practical attitudes in carrying on a meeting or a job.

| am teaching at a school, and | often find what to tell my students

when we are depressed watching TV news and reading newspapers
filled with accidents and problems. Students may have various
views, but | think | should give them encouragement to take steps
forward. We grown-ups at least must make efforts to show them
our support. When | watch you on TV, you look to be fighting
against men. | wonder if you may take a different approach and
show us other sides of yourself.

Dialogue or communication with people who have different views
is important for us to develop visions, and | think women's soft
communication style will act to connect people with different
views.

OYA: | don't intend to fight against men. As | said at the
beginning, | am always speaking as an individual and not a
representative of any organization. Women are not always soft
and kind. Women are often more critical and strict than men.
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* My vision “Make Japan Beautiful”

EKUAN: Since the subject of this Talk Show is "vision,” | would like
to share what | am thinking now with you. | wonder whether it is

To make Japan beautiful could become a great theme. The grand

possible to make all cities more beautiful from the northern end to
the southern end of the Japanese archipelago, hence, “12 Chapters
to Make Japanese Cities Beautiful." Japan attempts to be a
tourism-oriented country, but the current status of cities can
hardly be considered to be touristic to satisfy visitors.

| saw a painting of Kyoto by Higashiyama Kai-i. If photographed,
there are flat-roofed buildings here and there in Kyoto now. But
in Higashiyama's painting, houses have gable roofs. As a result,
Kyoto in his painting is beautiful, and it amazes me to think that
the cities of Japan used to be as beautiful as this painting. In the
past 60 years after WWII, Kyoto and other cities have become as

ugly as Tokyo.

vision may be difficult to envisage, but if we limit our mind to a
“town" or a "place to live in" we may conceive a vision easily.
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Special Issue 2 Talk Salon 3 with Shutaro MUKAI
Rethinking Design
- Has Design Taken Root in Japan in its True Meaning?

Opening speech : Seiichi MIZUNO, JD president, president of IMA
The term Design is widely used with different definitions. It may
be significant to review whether design in its true meaning has
taken root in Japan.

Through its activities, the Japan Institute of Design has sought to
use the term in a broad sense to include social change or social
reform. It is important for us to continue to define design in its
real sense in the current context.

Introduction : Kunio SANO, JD auditor, industrial designer
Postwar design in Japan has developed through incorporating

various design trends from outside. Now it seems that design has
reached its maturity, and is stagnant. In order to find a way out of
this situation, we need a yardstick by which to assess the current
design situation objectively.

We have accepted design trends from countries which are said to
be the headstreams of design. But while we have poured our
attention and efforts into assimilating their stylings and
appearances into our own design culture, we have neglected the
background, the mechanism and spirit behind them.

If we are to become a source of design, we need to establish our
ideological or philosophical foundation and a design mechanism.
Today, Mr. Mukai will discuss 1) The Meaning of Modern Design —
Rethinking its Tasks, 2) The Current situation of Design in Japan —
Has the true meaning of design taken root in Japan?, and 3) Life
and Design.
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Phase I. Meaning of Modern Design
—Rethinking its Tasks
Shuntaro MUKAI, industrial designer

* Modern Project called “Moderné”

| came across modern design when | was enlightened by a design
movement called “Moderné" which included the intent of social
reform. It was a project that design was a kind of a mechanism to
shed light on hopes in society.

Opposing modernization, "Moderné"” was another modern project
meant to form "modernity” in modern civil society. Modernization
is a process of technical, industrial and capitalistic economic
development occurring after the so-called modern Industrial
Revolution, while the underlying principle of the movement,
"Moderné" as an antithesis, is to ceaselessly review from social and

cultural viewpoints the process of development based on
techniques, industry and a capitalist economy, in order to
restructure society into a more desirable form of society for people
to live in. The Deutscher Werkbund and Bauhaus (Fig.1) are
components of the "Moderné” movements which addressed
contemporary problems with strong innovative and critical minds.

* Design as a method of social reform

Design as a method of social reform implies that the act of
designing itself is a method of social reform, not a political
revolution. Artists and craftsmen in Northern and Central Europe
shared the concept that the act of designing was a method of
social reform. The series of design movements that were spawned
by the Arts and Crafts Movement established by William Morris
(1834-1896) in Great Britain, inspired by John Ruskin's writings,
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1934-35 issue

which was conveyed to the Artists' Colony Movement (1899) in
Darmstadt, Deutscher Werkbund (1907) and Bauhaus (1919), and
countries in Northern and Central Europe share the spirits of these
movements.

* True meaning of the Deutscher Werkbund and Bauhaus

The Deutscher Werkbund was not merely a movement of art and
architecture but was a new holistic social movement that involved
politicians and business people as well. The movement aimed at
enhancing the quality of society in general from products to living
environments. The concept of “quality” covered not only raw
materials, techniques and functions, and aesthetic and formative
beauty, but also social and cultural aspects. Further, it considered
the issue of communication to be a concern. People in the
Werkbund emphasized the need for information disclosure, thus,

graphic design and typography were developed leading to the
concept of visual communication. The philosophy and activities of
the organization were released to the public (Fig.2 and 3).

The impact of the Deutscher Werkbund extended to the whole of
Europe. Organizations to promote the spirit of the movement were
established one after another, in Austria in 1912, Switzerland in
1913, Sweden 1914, Great Britain in 1915, followed by other
countries in Northern and Central Europe. These organizations
tried to reorganize their societies under the spirit of "Moderné"
through design.

A notable point in its history was the convention in Kéln in 1914,
in which Hermann Muthesius, one of the founders of the
Werkbund proposed the promotion of standardization. This
convention became well known because his view was opposed by
Henry van de Velde who advocated aesthetic "individuality." By
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standardization, he intended to establish fundamental quality
standards, not industrial standards or standard modules.

Let me touch upon Bauhaus a little here. It is generally known to
have brought about the design styles suitable for the age of
machinery and industry. Bauhaus, as a movement, sought a means
to reconcile the artist and the machine in the establishment of the
school.

* Modernization as spontaneous development

The design movements in Europe have evolved with a common
spirit. What is important is that the development and growth of
individual movements were based on the nature, climate, history,
and culture of their respective countries. In other words, work
cultures and living environments in civil societies have developed
differently with respect to their individual backgrounds. Therefore,

the movement can be seen as a spontaneous development sparking
the modernizing process. | mentioned the difference between
modernization and modernity, and the movement meant the
formation of modernity. In this sense, the modernization of Japan
is not spontaneous modernization.

Q & A Session for Phase |

Hirao ENDO (floor): | would like to know the relations between
Constructivism in Russia and the European Cultural Sphere
centering on the Deutscher Werkbund. For example, the relations
between Wassily Kandinsky who was among the professors at
Bauhaus, and Russian Constructivism and Bauhaus and the
Deutscher Werkbund.

20



EF L7 TNBIEFICERN D OT
o TLTHIYTHNERT. #flidc
L) uFdF—%@ LTI YofIZ,
ININT A ZIGUDOKEREEL 52T
WEFT, I—0 v SOERD EDIE
WRIEIZE 5Ty VI F—DigII A
AAMPDETVFD [T ATAN] R
(75 ] HRECDHERLE L
NN ZIZBNTDH, f‘éﬁﬂc:/\yip
A e AV —DPREN % o TR
VeI MEFH L, %@nv7@wb@6
e O SYFEOME LR DS X
IVREIAVBHYFLTINED, Th
M > TRIZHEE IR TLE -
T I—RA 77 -Fh - O—IHhK
Rlilholz, LWIREND Y 55

EBE HNHEHITIET, $HLL
M EFZOFETEZIX) ¥ F—Lhsy
P YEWIT—T 4 AL 0 &Y
NTZADHIZAS>TETH VWO TIEZ:
WHAEWIEUALFE LT,

mH#F HEITHREVIBMEZDL DS,
ERNEHETT, &RNE V) D45
TEZERT Y, HRTHA VDK
YR DWW ) R T T A VLRI
HYFET, WHWD K] &) Dk
EREREBEL T O [ v
et r M LTwn Ewv)iik
2TbHh, SIS FTEILHEDT
Ot A% R L TR TS ] Be
Thbho/h LET, £ EIRT,
oy TR ERIEE Y P vI—a oy

DEELTVWRAELRLE AN DD L
BwFEd, 72720, HEICBW T, B
HREFEEARE SRR o T Z &,
ZORB T TR EROERE F A
Pk L2y Fova—a v S0
Bl & DENIZ > TL ZDOTIE RV E
HITE->TnET,

BE N Y THEINZVTIVARY
W7 ZAQBBHRH ) 94, €OMHDH
%FfviﬁbuvTimkw5@ﬁ#

MBI H - 2biF T R,
t#%%o&b%miﬁ@A&ﬁF4V
ORI ZNAATH VWAL 2 RV
oy EBIRETZZEI VI 5 IEST:
DTY,

mHE FIZIE By T7ToT7F< A
BRLTW2 A YT a4 Y AF =Dy
I N T E T, NN AT
YR =1y ROFIFFRICALE
L. UEFOREER 2D OMEASH %
T BT —D DRI R > TV 2D
REBWET, ZHVIHEKRTIZO YT
Wik FF#E DD YDRERA VT
YarvhbolrtwzET,

(8 L3 L A Y TR, Bz
HEEHELZDR, LI BiFER DY
Tl ZOWNE., [HWZA] 239
LroblBilzMEiv,

mHF Hiwv)od, afoliRitso
BT, BIZIXEETE 2 BRTIE%R

Special Issue

{, BEOEBNPZELT, WHh®orwED
D& 5 ENED 72DV B/ NREE e F 22 [
DL S EREEOER I EDZ LT, X
WKHTREEOET WV, D VIFAEHOE
ERMTHICHAEIDLVWHENZ T
o MEARIZERT D M . R T MR
LOHARTT R, ZOHTO—EDO N7
LTI REFFIZE) HozdHvn
Do KA Y TAEER TSN B R
T fA, AR RAHIC S S
b LWE IR & & ORI R ER
B ofMplZIR_R L CwE L
(Figd) o BADTLIES L Wiz —ox—
TOFITT &, TOEHEMEZMHET S
72O, RO 2EEBZTL
T ) B AT FIRIRASZ O 25 % Al
g5 Lo LRl R ST
L7z0 ZNVEN BBt

HREAN (815) ®EOHIZHDFEL
72 TZEITEIR] L) SHTTHN D
IBVLELEN &, Y ADOMEERHED

TS omNOERIC [THREW] &
WAL H -T2 BTV o
BE Do

mHF Z95 Ty, TREM 09
ERoOmEd oz BunE g,

R AT DDH ol —N—<
ZEHRMEE R L T I2id, iy
EETIRVDLRVWETH, RO
LTROMIIED ) —D2DOM&Es LT
B, XTI EERLTVE

MUKALI: A research institute in a new age, Vkhutemas, was

MUKALI: Take a house for example. A "quality” house means a

established in Moscow which was similar to Bauhaus. It was a very
innovative institute. Russian Constructivism exerted great influence
on Bauhaus through, for example, El Lissitzky.

ENDO: Talking about Constructivism, artists like Lissitzky and Tetrin
could have been more involved in Bauhaus.

MUKALI: Kandinsky who was related to Vkhutemas institute in
Moscow was working at Bauhaus. In those days, Bauhaus was a
design center in Central Europe and had interaction with Russian
Constructivism. The concept of Constructivism is a holistic
concept. It has common aspects with the movements in Central
Europe, the only differences between the two were their political
and economic ideologies.

Kunio SANO (floor): You said that the Deutscher Werkbund
provided "quality standards." Will you elaborate on "quality"?

house that is not luxurious but is cozy and yet affluent enough to
symbolize civil society. What quality is desired of a house changes
with the number of people who are living in it? (Fig.4) In
Hannover, when a house rent exceeds 20 percent of one's income,
the local government gives a subsidy to fill the gap in order to
ensure a certain amount of space for a family. These kinds of
provisions have been made by the municipal government. This is
what is meant by quality standards.

Masato ISAKA (floor): You mentioned “spontaneous development.”
| wonder if we could see that there was the concept of popular
revolution underneath the movements by Morris and Werkbund.
Jurgen Habermas put forward the concept of public as an element
to form civil society as a third power to ruling power and private
power. | see this to be a kind of political movement to give some
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Cover of Ihre Wohnung and the proposed minimum footages and
equipment for houses according to family sizes, pp. 20-31. “Your
House - Comfortable to live in with well-thought equipment suitable
to your lifestyle, 1968 edition” a booklet of house guidelines
distributed at the House Consultation Center organized by the
Deutscher Werkbund. It was supervised and promoted by the
Minister of Housing System and Urban Planning (Dr. L. Lauritzen),
West Germany (A5 76 pages). It shows a part of the housing
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Studio apartment for a single person:
37.7 sa.m. floor area + balcony with a
bed

NOHRAZIZHEEDbLWEEZDL ) E
F T ZEZERLTWES, HED
ERIEZ S VI EEDE DL L & &8s
TTE ZHVIPITVZDLENDHD
#2ELDZDH L THoTL T 572
Bl ZAE, v AIERRFO AR
T, WROEREIC ol 7 A - ¥ h
& IMOERICTHA v o Biidssey,  ZICPRo ShmaR:
WCTHhb, FUFaIa=sr—arn
BHETHN, Tuy s b Thh, BER
#HEIETHN, ZNHTRTONRIT
BB TH 5 & v HfEREE LE L
72 (Figh, 6. 7)o DI L}, WIIW
BRICH L O TS VEOFES -
PSR T L, ShUE, SO 74
VAR THEE] IR, NN R
DRAGRZT 7 VF— - ZaEy 20 [#

JULI=—7%= KR EFHOARKRERE :

Apartment for a couple and a small
child: 57.5 sa.m. floor area + balcony

palicies in postwar West Germany.

SNicR=ZEH)
Apartment for a couple and two children: 84.5 sq. m. floor area + balcony Dining
room walled with a built-in storage unit

FiRE FHAARIER. T EAL2MERREE | EEMETEEZER<EEERE131nf
Two-story house for a couple and four children using underground: 131 sa. m. floor area + basement storage and garden

light to citizens. Can | consider "spontaneous development” to be a
movement that includes popular revolution and the concept of
public?

MUKALI: Certainly. However, "spontaneous development” implies a
way of development that a society changes not by force or impact
from other countries but from within the society based on its
nature, climate, history and culture. It is important that people
consider their society to be autonomous, and that they have their
own mythology, culture and history to build a desirable society as a
civil society. Modernization in Japan has progressed while leaving
these things behind, and people have lost these things in the
process of modernization.

Phase Il. Current situation of Design in Japan
—Has the true meaning of design taken root in Japan?

MUKAL: | do not think that the true meaning of design has taken
root in Japan. Moreover, | feel that Japanese people have little
understanding that sovereign power resides with the people, and it
is upon this concept that modern civil society is built and social
consciousness exists. This understanding is the precondition to
understanding the true meaning of design.
| published a book titled "Beginning of Design" in 1978, in which |
wrote:
"In present-day Japan, design has become popularized even within
the entertainment and amusement business. However, the true
meaning of design seems to have not taken root on either the
design provider or design user sides. | suspect that the economy
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Concept of environmental creation
(Umweltgestaltung) at UIm School of Design by
Max Bill
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A part of the “Good Form” exhibition organized by
the Swiss Werkbund in 1949. For this project. Max
Bill selected the exhibits from the world. Bill
published Form in 1952 based on the selected
designs for the exhibition. The design samples and
discussion in the book became textbook examples
of good designs in the middle of the 20th century.
and Ulm School of Design used them as its
guidelines.

Fig.7 Xv o R -E)VE [T4)ULs (FORM)] 19524, &L
ERN—Y ([HFRTT A se) Firdhit kD)
Cover and the page showing the work, Form, by Max
Bill, 1952
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which basically should be a “means” for living has become an

"objective” in itself and design has also become a "means to life."

achieve economic goals." In such a situation, the sense of value or
aesthetic value which was included in the traditional spiritual
ideals and lifestyle within Japanese culture has been lost."

* Designer as a profession

| wrote another essay on "Designer as a profession” contained in

developed afar from its real purpose of creating true richness in

When | see design works around from the viewpoint of expressing
the professionalism and "calling” of a designer, | see that an
understanding of design as a social element is lacking. | am afraid

that designers have not been trained to be conscious about design

as a social element.

Life and Design published in 1996, in which | commented:

“In modern design, particularly in the 20th century, industrial
design exerted widely reaching influence in people's living.
However, in Japan, industrial design has been segmented for the
sake of efficiency in corporate organizations. It may have helped
the development of mass consumption, but a viewpoint to
understand design as a social element was lacking. As a result, it

Also, | feel designers lack a quest for, and
recognition of modernity or desired richness in life.

* Lack of quest for “Philosophical point of view to understand
design as a social element”

Finally, | feel that the philosophy of ensuring human dignity and
safety in life as the base for life and the institutional design of the
philosophy are lacking in Japan. As a precondition for these to be
satisfied, the true meaning of design should be established.
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About 50 years ago, | stayed for some time in a villa equipped with
a glass workshop belonging to Kai Franck, a Finnish product
designer, and learned the meaning of design through making
things. In the following year, a seminar was held in Japan to
promote design sponsored by the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry inviting Kaj Franck. He praised the works by
participants, but commented that the view to see design as a social
element was lacking. Many participants said “I have designed this
product and that product and they sold well. | contributed to my
company, and also to society.” But he said, "It may be a social
contribution in one sense, but we do not call it designs of social
value." Design as a social element should reflect the climate,
history, and culture of a country, and at the same time, should
have the quality to be universal in modern civil societies across the
world. It should be spontaneously born out of one's life, or a piece

of wisdom as a result of one's specific culture.

From 2005-2006 when we celebrated the German Year in Japan,
the Tokyo Goethe Institut organized a series of design labs
combining lectures by German designers with a workshop.
Questions by Japanese in-house designers from business
corporations were mostly on marketing and well-selling designs,
and few questions were asked about the contents of lectures.
Answers from German lecturers in general were, “We are not much
concerned about marketing, but we aim to design something
meaningful to the society, and something that would be
indispensable in people's life. If we continue to design in these
ways, people will accept our designs.”

Half a century has passed, the situation of designers has not
changed much, and still we need to ask ourselves if designers have
developed a perspective to see design as a social element.
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* Lack of quest and recognition for “desirable modernity” of
"“true richness"”

In discussing the design movement by the Deutscher Werkbund, it
generally begins with the ideology and activities of architect
Hermann Muthesius who led the movement. When the exhibition
of the Deutscher Werkbund was held in Kyoto and Tokyo in 2002,
the focus was given to Hermann Muthesius. But little reference
has been given to the two politicians who established the
organization and promoted its movement. One is Friedrich
Naumann, who was a politician and the chairman of the Germany
Democratic Party, and theological scholar as well. He saw that in
the process of mechanization after the Industrial Revolution,
craftsmen's work decreased, along with this, meisters were
deprived of their pleasure of hand-making things. He advocated
that unless the movement aimed for the restoration of their

dignity and pleasure, new quality in products will not be created in
industrialized society. He insisted on the need for movements or
institutions supporting their living as well as their dignity.

Another one was Theodor Heuss. He was strongly influenced by
the political ideology of Friedrich Naumann. He was a member of
parliament representing the Democratic Party. After World War I,
he served as 1st President of West Germany under Prime Minister
Konrad Adenauer. At the same time, acting as Secretary General
and a board member of the Deutscher Werkbund, he devoted
himself to constructing the concept of design and to promoting
the design movement. For F. Naumann, the primary goal of
establishing the Werkbund was to restore the pleasure of making
things, and creativity and dignity of workers through enhancing
the quality of products and living environments, as well as to
establish systems with political support to encourage people
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AEG Electric Pot designed by Peter Behrens, 1902
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AEG Turbine Factory (exterior) designed by Peter
Behrens, 1908-09
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AEG Arc Lamp, New and Old Models
Upper : New Modeles designed by Peter Behrens,
1912
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Cover of AEG Catalogue designed by Peter
Behrens, 1908-09
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concerned to that effect.

At Bauhaus, the statement for its establishment says that there is
nothing that separates craftsmen from artists, and it calls for the
forming of new guilds in an age of industrialization, and for the
integration of all artists and craftsmen.

* Lack of quest for “Ideology on the foundation of life to ensure
human dignity and safety and Design of the System”

Theodor Heuss, who gave Deutscher Werkbund its name and
promoted the movement, delivered a memorial speech on "What is
Quality" at the convention of the organization in Stuttgart in
1951. He said in his speech that it was not the Werkbund that first
began to question the quality of foundation of life. He mentioned
John Ruskin of Great Britain as his predecessor, and wrote many
books on Ruskin's political economics. He said, “True wealth will

not be built without life," and stressed the importance of
establishing the foundation for life in the center of economics.

If design is intended to build the universal foundation for quality
living, it is easily understood that design is a social and civilized
endeavor. The ideology and activity of these two politicians,
Friedrich Naumann and Theodor Heusse who were deeply involved
in the foundation and promotion of the Deuscher Werkbund left us
a clear message on what their design movement was. From their
efforts, | consider that design is closely related with political and
economic ideologies on how to understand design.
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Phase lll. Design for the World of Life Encapsulating the
Wholeness of Human Living

MUKAL: | have been saying that design should aim for the world of
life encapsulating the wholeness of human living Designs for
industrial and economic purposes, and for the market are
important, but | consider it more important that design should
direct the society in which the first priority is placed on the
foundation of people's living. | call this "knowledge of life."

* Need for restructuring Japan's modernization process

— from the viewpoint of spontaneous development

In 1911, Natsume Soseki, a writer, gave a lecture in Wakayama
under the title of "Enlightenment of Modern Japan" and expressed
his view that the west was enlightened (modernized)spontaneously

while Japan was enlightened by outside force. Natsume illustrated
spontaneous development likening it to the growth of a tree on
the ground.

As a matter of fact, Japan opened its doors in the Meiji era to
respond to external pressure. The modernization process of Japan
was also the process of westernization extrinsically. The
development after WWII was achieved extrinsically looking to the
United States as a model and also under its pressure. Natsume
advocated a spontaneous process of development a century ago,
and | think this is still a compelling issue for us.

In the 1970s, attempts were made to create theories in Japan to
review economics through looking at the relations between society
and life, instead of economics to explain conventional economic
activities. The difference between agriculture and industry began
to be explained from economics.
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In parallel to this move in Japan, "Small is Beautiful” by Ernst
Friedrich Schumacher became popular. It was provocative also in
the field of design. Succeeding his thought, the holistic ecological
education project has been conducted in Great Britain. In this
project, design is considered in an interdisciplinary sphere of
sciences with the system of nature, life and humans in the center.
This educational project resonates with the spontaneous
development theory. In Japan, conventional industry, economy
and market oriented design must go through a great transition.

* Formation of self-regenerative civilization and design

— toward the formation of a reflexive civilization

In the 1990s, the Deutscher Werkbund initiated a project called
“Civilization Laboratorium” in order to consider a new "Moderné”
movement for the world in the new century. In November 1991, it

organized an international meeting in the Artists' Colony in
Darmstadt to discuss the establishment of an international
laboratory. More than 20 speakers who were professionals in
various disciplines were invited from countries in Europe including
myself from Japan,. In addition, there were representatives from
political parties, government, corporations, civil organizations and
the media. | brought with me a paper titled “"Formation of self-
regenerative civilization and design." It illustrated the structure of
present-day civilization based on multi-layered technologies. The
civilization in the 20th century has branched into various
specialties, and people in different specialties speak using their
specific terminologies. These specialties are not connected with
one another. However, at the bottom of specialties is the world of
life which is deeply connected with our bodies. | attempted to
present a new possibility for technological civilization (second
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nature) to be synchronized with the cycle of the world of life based
on nature, and to regenerate itself.

Through this project, we assessed that the "Moderné" movement
has checked the process of modernization by technology and
industry from social and cultural perspectives, and has attempted
to build a better world of life. In this way, Bauhaus in the 1920s
and Ulm's (Fig.14) design movement in postwar days provided a
means for criticism of design while making contributions to
industries.

There was shared recognition of the real world: the affluence of
things in industrialized countries and the gap between North and
South, and between South and South. In such a structure, design
could no longer present a social and ethical norm through styles
and forms. At this meeting, "modernization” was conceived a new
as a self-recursive process,” and a new concept of the creation of

"reflexive civilization" became a compass of the project.

* Aiming for design as "knowledge of life”

| have repeatedly advocated that design should be applied “to
create a more desirable world of life that encapsulates the
wholeness of human living. In order to symbolically show this
concept, | prepared a “Constellation of Life." (Fig. 15)

| consider that “design is a mechanism to shed light on the hopes
of a society," and that, in particular, design education is an
important factor.

What does "knowledge" mean in terms of design? It is not simply a
specific type of knowledge held by professionals. If the role of
design is to create the world of life as a whole, knowledge may of
that of life. | consider "design is a specialty without
specialization." In turn, it implies that design has no genre
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boundaries.

Design surpasses the conventional concepts of “art,” “technology,”
“learning” or "science,” and it is an act of creation, embracing all
these frameworks, based on social and cultural concepts that
resonate with nature.

We need to retrospectively understand the act of designing as the
innate presentational act of humans. | always tell my students that
those who are engaged in design should discuss with confidence
the meaning of design from this perspective, and should also have
power to change even politics.

Q & A Session for Phases Il and Il

Kazuo TANAKA (floor): | am hopeful that the March 11 Earthquake
has given the Japanese a chance to be squarely faced with the
concept of the creation of the world of life as you mentioned.
MUKAI: We should have been already aware of the need, but |
think that the earthquake awakened us in terms of design.
Therefore, we need to discuss this issue at the time of great
transition. But there are very difficult problems involved. For
example, the problem of land ownership is complicated in Japan.
In Germany and other European countries, the trade of land lots is
conducted outside the market rules and regulations. But in Japan,
there are problems of the social systems, and land owners and
leaseholders make the rehabilitation of the affected land difficult.
We cannot just move to somewhere and build new houses there.
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Fumio OKURA (floor): A great problem is the political system. We
need to build a political system suitable for Japan. But it is too
difficult for designers to do alone, so we should set up a study
group in which various experts are invited, and take leading roles
in the study. Now that Japan is at a turning point, it would be

timely to establish a new system.

Ryoko UEYAMA (floor): Being a landscape architect, | have been
worried about the situation in Japan in which visible designs have
been emphasized giving little attention to the ground. | hope that
you will take a lead in reconsidering the role of designers to direct

this country for the better.
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From the Secretariat

Editor's Note

JD General Assembly

Japan Institute of Design (JD) held its 16th general assembly at
Arcadia Ichigaya in Tokyo on June 28, 2012. It discussed and
approved the Activity Report and Statement of Account for
FY2011, and the Activity and Budget Plans for FY2012.

Voice of Design "Design Café”

JD organized a meeting called "Design Café" modeling it after the
"World Café" devised by David Issac in 1995. It intended to provide
people with an opportunity to 1) speak out freely, and 2) find
others who share an interest in the same subject. It is a meeting
style in which groups of 4-5 persons discuss a theme changing
their members from time to time. JD Design Café was held on June
28, 2012 under the theme of “"Considering the mechanism of
discussion - Designing a civil society in which every person speaks
out freely."

The Doctrine of Wang Yong-ming, a school of Neo-Confucianism in
China, advocates the concept of “the unity of knowledge and
practice," meaning that true knowledge must be followed by
practice.

The theme "vision"” in Talk Show 2 can be replaced with
“citizens'’knowledge.” The speaker in Talk Show 3 advocated the
"knowledge of life." The general theme for the Talk Show series
“sharing the present time" will mean to "know the present time."
The knowledge we have shared should be inseparable from our
practice. Oya suggested, "Every person should have a vision in
their life," while Mukai said "There should be no genre boundaries
in design.”

The essence of the two speeches, | found, was the need for "unity
of knowledge and practice." (Masato Isaka)
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