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Kenji EKUAN: | intended to give shape to invisible matters in the “Chichu Lenge" (Lotus
Flowers in a Pond) exhibition. An ancient Chinese philosopher, Lao-tse, said 3000 years ago
that invisible things have also shapes. Another Chinese philosopher, Confucius, said “Do not
give others what you do not want yourself." Here is the essence of design. Even for the
disaster relief in the Tohoku district, we should be careful not to give things to the affected
people that we do not want ourselves. If you think about things in this way, then, you may
stop to consider what you really want. After that, you will look at the reality, and proceed
to repairing the existing things, or identifying new needs.

Local characteristics are highly appreciated in Japan. The distinguished characteristic of
people in the Tohoku district is being patient. Their patience is demonstrated in
manufacturing precision instruments, above all, the most difficult automobile parts. People
who are unable persevere with difficult work until they are finished cannot manufacture these
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precision parts. We discovered this fact anew after the disaster.

The Tohoku district occupies about one sixth of the total area of the
country. When this size of area is damaged, the country as a whole
is also severely damaged. Millions of people in the affected area are
going through difficulty in living. To help them regain their footing,
external help from the government and the public is required.
Indeed, the earthquake made us realize that the Japanese had
become dispirited these days. With the great number of victims,
the great earthquake has urged us to be awake. The work of
nature is beyond human power. Earthquakes and tsunami can be
causes of disaster to humans, but they are just natural phenomena,
or acts of Providence.

Designers should give shape to invisible things. Universal design,
for example, is the materialization of kindness. As the number of
elderly people is on the rise, we have to consider ways to develop
caring communities. How can we give shape to such care? We

should see the earthquake as a trigger to change our thinking to
consider “what kind of life we should be living." (interview by
Kunio Sano, Yukio Sakoda, Ayumi Nanjo on January 18, 2012)

Repose of the victims

One of the seven principles for post-earthquake rehabilitation set
forth by the governmental Reconstruction Conference in June
2011 was the "eulogy and repose of victims' soul” as the starting
point of our efforts to rehabilitate the affected region. Spiritual
interaction between the deceased and survivors is valued among
people. This mindset of individuals is reflected in the efforts of
public authorities.

From time to time, throughout our history, the Japanese nation has
undergone outrageous natural disasters. We should accept our
fate and consider what we should do for now and the future. At
the beginning is the repose of the victims. (Kunio Sano)
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Talk Salon: Introduction
Facilitator :Kunio SANO, JD auditor, industrial designer

After the great earthquake in March 2011, many of you may be
thinking differently from how had been thinking before. We, at the
Japan Institute of Design have planned a series of talks called JD
Talk Salon. In this series, we are inviting people actively engaged in
different fields to speak about their activities, areas of
specialization, and their thoughts. After their speeches, we would
like to deepen our thoughts through interaction between the
speakers and audience.

Today, we invited Osamu Ishiyama. We took the liberty of giving
this session the title of "Architect in Action." He is literally an
architect on the move. He always puts emphasis on the process of
designing by having thorough discussions with clients, and

embodies the result of that interaction in the finished works. He
seeks to exercise the rights to live and create, but to me, he
appears to be acting in an unconstrained manner without being
swayed by given conditions.

Now, in the face of the worst disaster in a millennium, we are in a
heteronomous situation in which our lives are severely affected by
external conditions. Under the phrase of “Gambaro Nippon, (Hang
in, Japan)" people's minds appear to be united. But in contrast,
individual thoughts and activities tend to be hardly noticed.
Looking at Ishiyama-san persistently doing things his way, |
consider him to be performing his role well as a creator of today.
He has long been associated with people in the affected area, and
now he sells postcards on which his paintings are printed and the
proceeds will be donated to people there.




Special Issue

588

RATZ- 5]

VOICE OF DESIGN Fr—7%n1 ¥

TET 22ER - ALUBH S A L 28R

AUMER nex smmispmsnms airy( o mnes

FhiFTs WgEEELNSL, 5%
AHIZAD 72 B FE T,
SEORBEFNENE LA TRO—
BTV x ABEE R > T LD KAD
BoOfEL, EF Yy XL a—FTH
ZEOT V7T, HRTHFnEnD
NB7 AU 5 DOIBLOSVERD A ¥ —
H—THFHN VG2 T LI DT
HARTIRIEFICEHTT, Thax &y
PO E DT, BUERNZJBLOA RS
k< FCIIES TR & BT T2H B3
HbiHE->T, THEARBIZHIHBDA
E—h—%Dh, TALGHHLZONE
V) B F D TREL, TS =a—
=7 DOHBPDORETE) LTHENE
BT, AV 74 NV=TIZHHIBLOT
WE TIToCT7 KN A% RD7z, 5T
LIROB—HOHT L —Y =%, FHn
T =Y —HT ZIZE T, 1950, 604EAL
DEEMCTEY VI ¥ Ao TI AR
FEWEZH L TWBEDON &) EEZE TR
5L Ta-> T o AEEERIFRZE
WET, KA THVIF—T 1 %
B AE—=F—, 50 5EF% T,
SRS E & BT, T2 u Y =137
WI1950SEARIC Y — 7 2 2. 19604E4% 12
VT, ZNMh BT L T hIZLn
Jo B BHRDFETIFIBUEMRICE—2
Mz, ZFNAST RIS, 74 &
FEVWERAD, 2R YVOFHTES

BRoTWbOTIRERVWEY, Tz
Lo iliklne, woF Tt
TELLVIHIHVEZTEHOLWE I L
RS AoTIRE, LEDICES Z
NTENFE T,

HOOTHFL ROEFIZHARZ UL
W2, TITRECAUEREZRDTEY
T3, HFE VI ICEIAEFHER, —DoD
YO Y oFE»SAY £, Figlid
FNRy MIBELFED2SA ¥ FY 1R
EHEWT AT VT ORI AT Y
Ey BT ya—nvoy NEEYD S
b LYy THOETME. Y RTTO
BT/ v RYTT, B bR B
Ty EEINN—TFH, ZOBKIZH
YRTTBRRO/PNFALE O, T
O LERESRDH Y T3, H U ART T TIRA
HNFHB, T U _RUHR %3007 %
550007 ARmEHR L7=F) - KR DI
. ZOFORBEVFIIFESTIEZ -7,
ZL BV TITMBEAIZHOFAN N
W YRYTOEBEANTY , O8N
D/NE TR BTROE S A L —fi
IZ14E L S0 T. 4 F TOFHA ~
REBREIFECEIRVLIT[OALE
NI #RTHIENTET L I
W2 YR Y TS EFHERBOE T, A
IFFLTWDARADZ 5 ) ENHESE
L7z 35L3CENENET, 21T

Fig1 X3JVim& b
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Hiroshima
House is
located at the
point where
two rivers
intersect.

Fig.2 1)L - 7K bD
KEBER
Pol Pot's killing
field

Fig.3 HRFDALICRBEIT 42T - hoFrH—
“Building Together” by people from all over the world
Fig.d U3 ULFER/N\DADILE
Hiroshima House: Buddha's feet

Lecture: The Present Time as | See it

* Design of Prayer

Osamu ISHIYAMA, architect, professor of architecture at Waseda
University, JD director

* What goes up must come down.

This is a café run by a friend of mine in Ichinoseki in lwate
prefecture Tohoku. He plays modern jazz records on a vacuum-
tube amplifier using a 50-year old JBL speaker made in the United
States. Among fans in Japan this speaker is legendary for
producing good sound. According to my friend, audio equipment
and recording techniques reached their peak in the 1950s and
1960s, after which they have declined. This thought may be
applicable to other technologies as well. We should be more
conscious that advancements do not necessarily make
improvements.

| work based in Japan, but | began to expand the area of my
activities to Asia a few decades ago. Fig. 1 shows Phnom Penh, the
capital city of Cambodia in which Unarom Temple, the center of
Theravada Buddhism is located next to the Palace. During the time
of Pol Pot who is said to have massacred 3 to 5 million people, the
main building of this temple was used as his headquarters. On a
small site within the compound, together with people from
Hiroshima and other areas, | helped with the building of Hiroshima
House. It took nearly ten years to complete as the designing and
building processes were unconventional.

The reason for my involvement in this project is this. Several
hundred thousand people died in Hiroshima by the explosion of an
atomic bomb in 1945. When people in Hiroshima learned of the
mass massacre carried out by the Pol Pot regime, they grieved over
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Hiroshima House:
> Outside view
p Fig6 UDUFR/N\DIWER
Hiroshima House:
Inside view
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it. They were also concerned about the publicly perceived meaning
of the Atomic Dome and Peace Museum because primary school
and upper school children visiting there as part of their school
excursions made merry there just like they would if they were
visiting a theme park. People were discouraged that children
would not understand the meaning of peace. They then decided to
build something like another Atomic Dome in a very difficult
country. | was invited to help the project to construct a building
to help people remember the tragedy in Cambodia.

| have visited Cambodia a number of times in the past ten years.
People from Hirohima and young people from every part of the
world took part in building this house. They usually spent the first
day sightseeing, but when they saw the exposed mound of skulls of
victims of Pol Pot's massacre, they seemed to feel something deep.
| observed such scenes at many occasions (Fig. 2).

Fig. 3 is a construction site. Volunteers from the world each pile up
a brick. The brick piling continued for ten years. | found a naive
and goodwill sentiment looking for a better future among
volunteers.

In Japan, we are not supposed to teach religious icons or symbols
at school, we cannot even talk about them. But this building is
located within a temple of Theravada Buddhism in Cambodia, the
situation is quite different. Its design had to be relevant with
Buddhism, hence, the Buddha's feet (Fig. 4).  Fig. 5 shows the
completed building in which a pair of Buddha's feet are enshrined.
Then, a high ranking reverend told me to cover it with a traditional
roof. As a student of modern design, | was taught to cover a
building with a flat roof. But when the roof was built, the building
looked nice. | wondered whether the education | received might
have been wrong. This was a great discovery to me.
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Beijing Morgan Center
Fig.8 FRE#- SRS
Huludao Island Urban Design. China
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| think the interior is quite nicely done. The house was built by all
amateurs who piled bricks as they liked. | sometimes felt helpless
with their poor work, looking at the completed building, it is not
bad at all. The total height of the house is equivalent to an 8-story
building. | am amazed to realize that people have this kind of
potentiality (Fig. 6).

* Magnificence and Minuteness

Fig. 7 shows the building next to the Main Stadium used for the
Beijing Olympiad. The owner of this building is my friend. He was
a 39-year old upcoming capitalist at that time. | know the
designer of this building, but | cannot understand his intention. He
says it symbolizes "dragon”, but to me it appears to threaten
Russia. President Hu Jintao appreciated the design. Their sense of
scale is different from ours. The building is 600 meters long, but

the owner says that he should have built a longer one.

Everything in China tends to be over-scaled. Fig. 8 is an example. |
submitted this plan to a competition for a city plan in China. The
competition itself was suspended soon after | submitted it. In this
plan, the area has a diameter of 8-kilometers, and there would be
apartment houses for 150,000 people in an area of a 4-kilometer
radius. Like in Japan, China is undergoing a process of population
aging with lower fertility. There is a large gap between wealthy
and poor people. This plan intends to consider social welfare zones
as its main element. Only electric vehicles will be used. The next
town will be wholly used as the manufacturing base of clean
energy. The suburbs will be cultivated as farm lands. Chinese
people understand well that city life can be supported by
agricultural produce. This port will be built on Huludao Island, and
a shipping route to Kyushu will developed. They foresee that

6



WIRD 22 TERV, ThiFIEo&D
LTwb, FAIFHEEDZOTHT VT
LW TI 2T AW I LR
LTwriwne, ZrHADKIE RN
59 EBnET,

Figdld, EIZERIEZDOHHTRA <
P& o7 HERFHA U HEEOMINCE
HIZFRZE L BRI Ok T3, HA
O T B 2 &, NS ML L T
W ZET, SHUEBISHA T T, Tl
DILENT Vv ¥ =Rz Lk
HARMIEMEW TRV, ZORKANIT,
[BHIHL Lo ThTELE] L)k
[BHEIDR-TWAIZ EAVNETES |
LWV, THIIHIWVIHIPMEWDIL, BZ
5L IDOFHTTIFhE, AR
BT, NS TFr/uy—itifo
TWT, AxDIRIZID L) ODIEMR
ELTWEHDTHRVWEINESR ST
WirpnwEEnE g,

RN FATHLOTIREL T
HTWEEBTEIHA, FYU TERE200
LRI, ZOWBEENOPT-HTEHAL
TWwZH B, 7Tyl ars
FTLRLTANT -2 HBHE L TH
EELHDEEZFE L, LWVIHDIET
NS EALRKERD LhbI) FHA
MH. PRVIREENED L ERVET,
ZHVH ORI SHAD T Y >
PeLTROLNS EBWET,

DEIES FigloRAEELRZSAT
v MNT, ALHEE ORI B A AT
BUsEffE & v D) HARTEFHICTE 2285

Fie9 BATYA EMEEHRME IOV TS b

Japan Institute of Design: UN Refugee Hospital Project

KT BM23FICAL Y - 5T —
AAbiEEZ N2 e 2R E L TOL 5
NF L7 SHARRES LTSS
ALY - T IEEETT AL, b
IKRERNT, FREHLELEV. TH
IMEZ & W RV, TNTHAD
T2ODFEMfEE DL > T Mo T, ZFh
BTEEEAL, TH, RoTAHAZVE
HEBST, THIZAKTT, HEOAI
MR Z D X EH LA ZIZHMT
T, HHE HE L FH LIREBIZW LTV v,
L HIZAL L HESRETY, HHED
B BLE, EHLELREEH T
o ¥R BEOMNIEPRZ DT
TToTHOWAALRILEEHDLY LT,
HORZ ZRWAD HEOIEIZ WD LM
ZHOTWBELLWVWATY, £H90nH T
LGS ETHRICRBEZATLT, ¥
WIZZH)WIHfEFH S TREFIC L)
M INEDH S EWVAALR ADERT X
HEHc, WEELTIhE, DW3HE
IR Vb T, SR 2 R 5> TH

Special Issue

DFET, HICRZ b0 %wTdis
ned, JLEETY, BONEEICE T
I HBEARL BWViko THo TIREL &
N=TTa—FOEPMI 25 LD W
ENOFZEELLEN. TIVIELD
F ) BEOHIDS HVEEIRENT
WwiEg,

BETE WD S IR 2 F F 1%
HO72ATT e ZNT, 20D
BERZOL > TOEVWHIZH 5 7ZAT
To TEBPNRVDIIZ, T
VOO TIREREZ AN E DL 5T
WA LT, FRERT-E L otk
TVWnHDEDL Nt oTnE L
T, Fig INIRFLBEIFIZLTCERA
Fhed, EThunilizol st
WHRFE Lo SHEOHFEZRLE L
HZTWALYHEH Y RYThHa v
FF TRz [OALENT ] Tlis
L UATY. TRIETERLTIEH Y
FHA ALV AT, AM—
ANOE D EFRED L HIZ—D0EDITA

Japan, particularly Kyushu will become their market. Hence, |
conceived this plan.

Japan no longer exerts influence on Southeast Asian countries. We
must work on them through China to carry out something. In
order to secure the future of Japan, we must create the East Asia
community including Korea.

Fig. 9 shows a hospital for displaced people that | designed in the
early days of the Japan Design Institute. Japanese like small and
shrinking things, and have special skills in producing them. This
hospital can actually shrink. It will be the field of industrial design,
rather than architecture, but we need to push forward our
specialty to produce small things which contain various
technologies and which are useful for people's life.

* Being sympathetic

This is the third built Braille library in Japan (Fig. 10) in Hokkaido.
Helen Keller visited the place 100 years ago, and people there
wanted to build the Braille Library in her memory. In order to
make it special, they gave me an order to create an art museum to
allow the blind to see pictures. It was not realistic but challenging.
The solution | found was to give no light inside. Both those who
are visually handicapped and those who are not equally walk
slowly and carefully. As a matter of course, they cannot see any
pictures. But | learned that those who are visually disabled always
have imagery behind the eyelid. The Library asked me three weeks
ago to extend the library to allow more people to share the
experience, and | began to plan its extension. Five lines of piano
wire are applied the outer wall of the tower. When it is stormy,
these lines sound like a harpsichord. When it rains, the sound of
raindrops can be heard. A number of such devices are contained
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Tokachi Helen Keller
Memorial Tower
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Shiseikan Sakura
Infant Home (2011)

Fig.12 2DFEZE (2002)
Hoshinoko
Kindergarten (2002)
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in the library.

When | was in my late 20s, | designed a day nursery without
knowing about children. It was a failure. Since that time, | have
been hoping to build a good facility for children. Fig. 11 is a
successful one which was completed in spring 2011. We had bricks
made in Cambodia transported. The temperature of the kiln to fire
them was not high and the bricks are all finished differently. But
they are friendly to the hands of children and nursery teachers as
well. This is a nursery school and infant home with the theme of
using these bricks. Fig.12 is a first multi-functional infant home
for the same client. We must pin our hopes for the future on small
children, therefore, | would like to continue to design good
buildings for children.

* For the Repose of the victims

Since the 1980s | have been making frequent visits to Kesennuma
in Miyagi prefecture, which was most seriously affected by the
Great East Japan Earthquake. The lives of many friends were lost
and many of the structures which | designed were washed away.
Kesennuma has the world's largest port of tuna longline fishing.
Fishing boats go as far as offshore Africa, offshore Lisbon or
offshore Montreal for nearly two years. Tuna fishing is not a local
industry but a global industry.

My first connection with Kesennuma was an order to build the
largest ocean museum in the world. It was an exciting order, but
upon arrival at the site, | honestly thought that such a large
museum would not be suitable there. After discussions with the
local people, we agreed to build a 700-meter long tree lined road
along the “sending-off" pier of tuna fishing boats. First, we had to
raise funds to buy seedlings. People in the region like the idea of
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Fig.13 BOEE LRI
Seaside Road and Mt. Anba

Fig 14681 1H. WRILZER TERTAND
BT EINBZERNRT v F, 8
BROLLEHEZFRE
Sketch drawn on June 11 looking
up at Mt. Anba imagining
Kesennuma in the fire after the
Tsunami. The plan to create a
mountain of repose was inspired
from this sketch.

Fig.15 LRI FERRDILIETE
Mountain plan of Mt. Anba

] repose of soul

Fig.16 fI5 LIFoNfcv JDIFZ 8

The ship was washed up on the
land.

Fig.17 XEU P U\ —TEROBEDA X —
The Memorial Park
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@Structural line along the Kesennuma gulf coast @ Conceptual Axis
connecting Mt. Anba and Oshima island.

(Information by the Editing Committee below: Isuzu Shrine noted at the
depth of the gulf is the northern most of all Isuzu Shrines. Of all Isuzu
Shrines in Japan, 76 percent are concentrated along the coast from East
Matsushima city and Oshika peninsula. The Mazu shrine in Japan was
established in Yokohama China Town in 2006. It is attracting
worshippers. Tenpi Maso Daigongen (Mazu) is enshrined in Oma Inari
Shrine in Oma town in Aomori prefecture. It is a sister shrine of
Bigangzhao Tiangong. the Head Shrine of Mazu belief in Yunlin province
in Taiwan.)

being the "world's first," and we prepared the world's largest
savings box in the shape of a tuna. Fishermen of pelagic fishery
and many others gave their donations. When politicians visited the
place they gave quite a large amount of money in front of an
audience. Thus, about 15 million yen was raised. The result is this
road (Fig. 13). | designed street lamps with devotion.

Fig. 14 is my sketch of the disaster affected Kesennuma on June 11.
It is hell as you see. Fire burned the city and thousands of people
died. So | thought we should first soothe the souls of the victims
and develop a feeling of awe toward them. Mt. Anba in my sketch
is only 240 meters high, but it looks higher from the sea. | drew a
sketch to plant trees and flowers on the mountain to help people
to calm their minds. | designed plants scenery; cherry trees here,
wisteria trees in a circle, and yellow trees from China here. | want
to extend this natural design into the town (Fig. 15).

This large ship was carried up onto the land by the tsunami (Fig.
16). People were divided into two whether to remove it or keep it
as a memory. A number of people lost their lives because of the
ship. So, it is not easy to say that it should be kept. There may be
dozens of remains under it, so, we should not build anything there.
| personally thought that the ship should be retained as a symbolic
scene of Kesennuma. | am going to propose the planting of cherry
and wisteria trees in a 400-meter diameter circle to surround the
ship. When they build new facilities, | propose that a forest should
be created in such a way through which facilities can be glanced.
Trees, flowers and plants come first, then buildings and people's
life. This is the plan that | will present to the people there (Fig. 17).
The forest extending from Mt. Anba will be the main element of
the new city instead of conventional express highways and
Shinkansen railways. Tadao Ando called this the "Forest of Repose”
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and we are going to put this into reality together.

Another point to help rehabilitate the affected area is to invite
economic inputs from China or Taiwan. | brought my architect
friend C.Y. Lee to Kesennuma and asked him to design something
there. He suggested that he could bring a religious center for
Mazu, goddess of the Sea, followers. There are 200 million
followers called Mazu sisters of this belief dating back to the 11th
century in China. | intend to introduce overseas investment from
Taiwan here. Together with Tadao Ando, we plan to organize a
festival and ceremony on May, 2012 to launch the tree plantation
project on Mt. Anba. At that time, | plan to invite some people
from Taiwan (Fig. 18) .

* Open technologies
| understand that people in Tokyo truly have realized that their life

is basically dependent on the Tohoku region for their food,
electricity and other industrial products. | live in Setagaya city in
Tokyo, and | plan, together with the city chief, to push forward the
Setagaya lifestyle. Through my experience in building the
Hiroshima House, | have learned that | don't like a citizens'
participatory style of project as it much time and energy is
consumed until a consensus is forged. But at the same time, |
know that we are in an age that we must take this process. The
theme is clean energy.

Fig. 19 is my house. | am trying an interesting thing here. These
are solar cells. One side is 20 cm, and when they are arranged in
the length of 15 meters, they produce 2.5 kW/h of electricity. In
this state, they cost about 60,000 yen. When they are processed as
solar panels with glass covers and frames, the cost is increased to
several hundred thousand yen. We have to consider ways to solve
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Solar batteries made by oneself/Setagaya Village

| Osamu Ishiyama's Works
Constructed With Open-Technology

Fig.20 ALHERDMLE. BRE
Osamu Ishiyama's activities: Matrix
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Expressionistic monument by Gropius
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this problem. Just as we made radios by hand in our youth, we
should be allowed to make solar power systems for ourselves. We
should be able to buy the number of solar cells that we need. |
began to prepare for a market to sell solar cells and plants at the
Horse Racing Park in Setagaya.

Fig. 20 gives the whole picture of my activities mentioned above.

* Reviewing Modern Design

It can be said that modern design basically began with Bauhaus. It
is now well known but there is a large cemetery next to the school
where its founders, teachers and those who were involved in the
school rest in peace. The key of modern design was discontinuity
from the past. However, Bauhaus people themselves are not
disconnected from history. After the Great Earthquake in March,
reviewing history has rapidly gained strength in the world, in

particular in Japan. Walter Gropius, the beginner of modern design
left this design (Fig. 21). It is a work of expressionism rather than
that of modern design, and he had a tendency of being an art
supremacist. Therefore, the origin of modern design should be
questioned. In modern design, there have been two major trends,
globalization promoted by Bauhaus and the Arts & Craft
Movement by William Morris in England. | am sure that the latter
trend will be revaluated from now.
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Discussion

KUNIO SANO (moderator): | would like to begin the discussion
session. | expect that you would bring out what he has in mind
but not expressed inwords.

Keiko TORIGOE (floor): The speaker set of the coffee shop
interested me. There used to be many coffee shops in Tokyo's
downtown districts in which jazz records were played, but they are
no longer in existence. It is, therefore, interesting to know that the
speaker system manufactured at the peak of its technology still
remains in use in Ichinoseki. We might want to shed light on other
such "best products of the world" that remain in use in Japan
today.

Osamu ISHIYAMA: Some years ago, the current president of the

manufacturer of the speaker system visited the shop to hear the
sound. He was surprised that such a system was manufactured in
the 1950s and 1960s in the United States. This is also true of Leica
cameras of Germany. This person in Ichinoseki has maintained the
system with his pride. This attitude to devote oneself to a
particular thing is important today.

TORIGOE: As Tokyo has a large population, there might be more of
this kind of people, but the surge of globalization has overtaken
those people.

ISHIYAMA: In a sense, it is good that such a shop exists in a corner
of the Tohoku district.

Daiki AMANAI (floor): | remember you often said that you are
making things with the spirit of Akihabara spirits. | understood
this to mean that you would buy parts in Akihabara and then
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ALHER / Osamu Ishiyama

incorporate them into your design. If you have the Kesennuma

of local and global thinking. But after visiting one of the disaster

spirit or style in your mind, how is it related to house construction
or local rehabilitation there?

Ishiyama: In Kesennuma, leaders have a global view, but many of
the people are stubborn. When construction of the "Road along
the Sea" was under consideration, they held a number of “town
meetings" and | attended these meetings to explain the details of
the project. My ideas were often criticized severely, and final
decisions were made by 51 percent for to 49 percent against.
Later, | realized that what was decided upon after controversial
discussions resulted in success. Things decided by 90 percent
agreement have been proven to be mediocre after ten years. So,
we need to consider projects looking 10 years and 20 years ahead.

Takashi ASAKA (floor): | feel that we must squarely face the issue

affected places, | realized an important thing. The rural population
is really aged, and | thought what impact globalization would exert
on rural societies. It will take many years to revitalize the
manufacturing industry. First of all, agriculture and fishery must
be rehabilitated. Without this, they are totally deprived of their
means for their living. How can we settle the question of
globalization in such local settings?

ISHIYAMA: People in Kesennuma are global and at the same time
they are country people. They know that themselves. The ship
owners have a global view. At the same time, they have strong
identity as Kesennuma folks. Even so, if the fishing industry in
their area declines, they have a strategy to change the nationality
of their ships to that of the United States which will enable them
to continue fishing outside of Japanese territorial waters. When
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we think about global and local activities in a concrete manner, we
can see great potentiality.

| am specializing in architecture, but | often think | should have
become an industrial designer. Currently, | am interested in
becoming a gardener. It is an industry between agriculture and
fishery. | see strong potentiality in plants, plantations, trees and
flowers.

Motoko SANO (floor): | think that the first priority for people in
Kesennuma is how they can find places to live. But you are
considering a landscape or a hill for the repose of souls with trees
and flowers, rather than rebuilding houses. | would like to ask you
more about this.

ISHIYAMA: The term landscape can be interpreted too broadly, so |
would like to use "garden," so that targets of the work can be

expressed more concretely.

Mayuko KOZUKA (floor): You proposed to keep the ship washed up
on the land by tsunami as it currently lies. What do you think is
the significance of keeping this thing which is not beautiful and
that might cause a negative feeling rather than a good memory
among people.

ISHIYAMA: | think every memory is very important for people. We
should not forget the hard, tragic events in our history. Culture,
including architecture, embraces even sad and harsh memories.
Therefore, | think we should keep even unpleasant things.

Every year, | visit Bauhaus in Germany. Every time | visit, teachers
there bring me to the site of the former concentration camp in
Buchenwald. For them, it is not a favorable place to go. Itis nota
pleasant place to me either. But they say, "We should be very
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careful because if we are not, we may repeat the same mistakes.
So we need to remember what we did in the past.”

AUDIENCE: It sounds interesting that you have built the Hiroshima
House in the temple compound in Cambodia, and now you are
planning to attract overseas Chinese investment to build a temple
of a Chinese religion in Kesennuma. | am also interested in your
plan to incorporate spaces for prayer, shrines and temples in the
city design for Kesennuma. In these spaces, there would be trees
and flowers, and calm spaces for individuals to be alone to think.
Talking about religion is not often welcomed in Japan, but as many
people have died in the affected area, people must face death. |
cannot help but think that the past city plans have excluded things
related todeath. So, | would like to ask you why you are going to
bring a Chinese temple to Kesennuma.

ISHIYAMA: Unfortunately it is only after an incident like this, when
we hav e lost so many people at once, we can speak about
“prayer"in design. We, at least, | was educated not to design a
monumental structure with religious significance. But after more
than twenty thousand people died, | should make something to
mourn them and remember them.

Fumio OKURA (floor): You mentioned that we should reconsider
Bauhaus.

ISHIYAMA: Modern design, as | see it, is not an intrinsic design
style, but we acquire the style through education. Early modern
design by Bauhaus was the source of design for mass production
and consumption. Therefore, there must be an opposing design
movement or a concept that checks the trend. When teaching my
students, | found that | needed to devise a method to teach
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modern design, and while doing it, | realized that we should review
what modern design is totally.

Bauhaus had a strong impact on America, and now Bauhaus
intends to spread its concept to China from Shanghai as its base.
Chinese people themselves are considering the development of
Chinese style architecture and city planning. | expect young
Japanese to develop new theories that my generation could not do.
Otherwise, we cannot compete with other countries. One solution
might be Ekuan-san's way of thinking. He appreciates modern
design from Europe but at the same time he has Buddhist and East
Asian thoughts as his base.

Hiroko WATANABE (floor): | guess you intended to mention more
about the relationship between Crafts and Design, or further Art
and Design.

ISHIYAMA: | consider that there should be an alternative trend to
globalization in design. Scandinavian design offers great
potentiality. That is the Art and Crafts movement. In Scandinavian
countries, design education starts with drawings just like training
craftsmen.

Watanabe: We have Art, Crafts and Design in the world of
creation. | am now thinking that we should link these genres, and
that we should consider what would be the best way for us to live
from now on. This is an important point in drawing the future
picture of Japanese design.
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Closing Remarks
Seiichi MIZUNO, JD director general, IMA president

It is very encouraging that Prof. Ishiyama is devotedly engaged
together with Tadao Ando in the project for the repose of victims
of the Great East Japan Earthquake in Kesennuma, Miyagi
prefecture before beginning a project for rehabilitation.
Kesennuma is a local town with a large fishing port. Those who are
involved in fisheries have a global view and the strong will to
maintain their fisheries. For this purpose, it is important that they
accept fish catch even from ships with foreign nationalities.

The 20th century witnessed the most rapid progress of civilization.
It was also a century in which humans made use of their advanced
civilization in unwise ways, exhausting energy and causing
environmental problems, for example. | name it "a century of

imbecilic behavior." Civilization advanced and homogenous
civilization prevails all over the world. In contrast, culture declined
rapidly during the century. The Great Earthquake occurred in this
environment. To solve the problems of post-earthquake
rehabilitation, we should reconsider the power of culture. | would
like to propose that this be the theme for the activities of the
Japan Institute of Design, and the theme for “Voice of Design Talk
Salon."
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Comments from Audience

projects.

The Way Beyond Modernism

As vessels for economic activity, modern buildings are destined to
be finished, from the selection of the construction site to the
completion of the structure, within a certain time frame. The
Hiroshima House in Cambodia, built by volunteers laying bricks for
ten years, has been completed in a period extending well beyond
the usual time frame. Usually, a building begins to perform its
intended function upon completion. In the case of the Hiroshima
House, however, the process of construction and the purpose of
the building to keep a historic memory were integrated. Here, the
process of designing and building the House and its use were not
separated. It is often said that such a process is an ideal method of
construction, but it is amazing that it really happened with this
project. It showed great potentiality for future architectural

From the greening project of Mt. Anba in Kesennuma, | sensed that
a question was posed as to on what people's life is based. Ishiyama
showed his answer by making greenery the infrastructure of the
new Kesennuma town.

Projects that lay outside the framework of modernism were shown
today, and | felt that by sharing the processes and memories of
these projects with related people, the projects, be it the
construction of a building, road or monument, would become more
familiar to people’'s life.

(Koei KOZU, Kozu Koei Architect Office)

Like Flapping Fishing Boat Flags - Expectations toward the
Kesennuma Rehabilitation Plan

“l will drop in Hokkaido, shall | send you some fish?" | had a
satellite telephone call from my friend, the chief fisherman of a
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fishing vessel, from far north, somewhere near the border between
Russia and Japan. My reply was, "Of course!" Then, | began
preparation for a party in my office.

| came to know this chief fisherman at an eatery serving char-
broiled organ meat near Kesennuma fishing port. On its counter
was a pay telephone for shops with a wooden case that | designed
decades ago. "Wow, | designed this telephone box!" With this cry,
| joined people there to drink. One of them was the chief
fisherman who was going to put out the next day. He suggested
that | should watch the scene of the ship's departure.

It was an impressive scene. Flags wishing for a large catch were
flapping against the blue sea and the sky. People were moving
around rapidly, and sea birds were flying about. The sounds
created in the scene were like a festival.

After March 11, my concept for designing has changed. Prof.
Ishiyama's approach to help people construct something

themselves or organize a festival themselves opened my eyes. |
also felt his strong determination in implementing the plan for
repose of the affected people in Kesennuma.

Beautiful designs are appealing to people. They may give them a
sense of healing, vital strength or even fear. It appears to depend
on what process has been taken to attain such results.

| learned this from the chief fisherman and confirmed it through
the works by Ishiyama.

I will not forget March 11, 2011 and wish that the scene of a
departure of a fishing boat with highly spirited fishermen on board
might be seen again soon.

(Yukiko NAOYE, product designer)

Beyond Modernism and its Framework
The March 2011 earthquake posed the weaknesses and limits of the
scientific planning theory that "we cannot work without defining
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the scope of the assumption.” The "assumption” in this case means
"enclosing” various conditions. Modern civilization including
modern design has developed with this “enclosing” system.

Ishiyama-san introduced his project "Hiroshima House" in
Cambodia which was completed ten years after laying the
foundation through the collaboration of volunteers from different
parts of the world, and his plan in Kesennuma for the repose of
victims of the earthquake. Both show how Ishiyama works as an
architect who is not enclosed by predetermined conditions and
further how he lives as an individual not to be enclosed by them.
He referred to the cemetery next to the Bauhaus institution where
the founding members of Bauhaus rested and the existence of
which had never been taught to students. He showed the photo of
the monument by Gropius. The Bauhaus members were “enclosed”
by the mission as the founders of modern design in their activities,
yet, these photos laudably implied that there were important

elements which were left out of the enclosure.

Several days after the Talk Show, | visited the "Kaminari lwa"
(Thunder Rock) at scenic Goishi Beach along the Sanriku Coast. The
rock is selected as a “soundscape to be cherished for long" by the
Ministry of the Environment. After the tsunami, the rock retained
its shape as before, but the roaring sound created by the rolling
surf was lost. In the scene, | realized that silence sometimes has
greater meaning than sounds.

(Keiko TORIGOE, soundscape researcher and practitioner)
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150 days after the tsunami

Above: Overturned building at the subsidence port in Onagawacho, Miyagi
prefecture

Right: Switch board for household use Letters of Bathroom, Ventilator, Toilet can
be seen (photo by Kunio Sano, August 2011)
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Contribution

What March 11 Earthquake Taught Us

Hiroyuki SAKURAI, representative director of Yuriage Port
Morning Market Cooperatives

Nobody in my town imagined that the tsunami would be as
disastrous as it was. We had regular evacuation drills twice a year
in preparation for possible earthquakes and tsunami. They did not
help at all. In these drills, people have been supposed to walk to
the Community Center and a junior high school, both designated
evacuation centers. But on the actual day of the earthquake,
almost all of the townspeople tried to evacuate by car. Roads
leading to these evacuation centers were jammed, and cars were
unable to move when the tsunami wave surged and carried away
the cars with many people inside. Ironically, two other roads not

leading to the designated evacuation centers were empty. Those
who headed toward the west using these roads were mostly saved.
The March 11 tsunami has taught us that the meetings, drills and
exercises we had undertaken were all meaningless.

* Lack of functional organization

One week after the earthquake, all basic food was distributed to
our evacuation center, and even breads after freshness dates were
thrown away into garbage bags. Towns not affected by tsunami
were crowded with people who went shopping. Unfortunately,
there was no system established to adjust what food items and
necessities were available between evacuation centers.

Across the country, volunteers organized relief groups and carried
food and other necessary goods to local government offices in the
affected area, but many offices refused to accept them. There
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were some local government offices which did not try to determine
whether there were needs for volunteers, and they simply turned
down offers to help made by volunteers. Except for Iwate
prefecture, temporary houses in Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures
were not equipped with the means to protect the residents from
coldness. These facts show that there is a serious lack of
government officers who are able to understand emergency and
disaster situations and to make decisions on simple matters.

* For the future

People should become the main players in disaster prevention and
relief activities, from evacuation drills, evacuation center
management and to communication between people and local
government officers. Local governments should establish support
systems. Members among local residents should be appointed to

be responsible to manage an evacuation center, to accept, store
and distribute food and other relief materials, and to accept
volunteers and assign them jobs. Local government officers should
work to support and coordinate their work.

* Reorganization of community organizations

Townspeople associations work as a liaison between people and the
local governments. The leaders of townspeople associations are
mostly retired people. It is clear that leaders of these associations
should be composed of people between those in their 30s and 50s.
If elderly people support these younger leaders, these associations
will function more organically. In order to facilitate better
communication among people of different ages, there should be a
“town café" where people can sit and talk freely.
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From the Secretariat

Editor's Note

Board of Directors

The meeting of the Board of Directors for FY2011 was held on Dec.
1, 2011 to review JD activities and to discuss the theme for
activities until the end of the fiscal year.

Metabolism Exhibition

“Metabolism the City of the Future ? Dreams and Visions of
Reconstruction in Postwar and Present Day Japan” was held at the
Mori Museum, Roppongi, Tokyo from September 17, 2011 to
January 15, 2012. "Metabolism" is an architectural movement
launched in Japan in the 1960s. JD chairperson Kenji Ekuan took
part in the movement as an industrial designer.

Lifetime Achievement Award 2011 to Chairperson Ekuan

The Lifetime Achievement Award 2011 was given to Kenji Ekuan,
president of the GK Design Group and JD chairperson for his
achievements in design by the Hong Kong Design Center.

In a district of Kashimaku Ushikochi, Minami Soma city, Fukushima
prefecture, 34 log houses were presented by the Japan Log House
Association to provide provisional housing to the people displaced
because of the nuclear power plant accident. The houses made of
precision-cut logs with good insulation were built among the flat
prefabricated tenement houses. In the plaza, the loose spiral
“tower of reconstruction” was built with a pitched roof, a mural,
and a painted body. The tower soothes the hearts of the
displaced. In the mural designed using place names as its motif,
prayers for the affected and for the rehabilitation of their
community are engraved.

The reconstruction efforts have begun, the problem is how long we
can continue these efforts while looking forward to the future.
(Daiki Amanai)
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