2010F8A31 BRAT

16-1

Voice of Design

_'U"fJﬁE*ﬁ RR#EBXSHE3-30-14IUFEJL2F  T171-0033

San Ai Bldg. 2F 3-30-14 Takada Toshima-ku Tokyo 171-0033 Japan
Japan Institute of Design Phone: 03-5958-2155 Fax: 03-5958-2156

http: /[[www.voice-of-design.com E-mail:info@voice-of-design.com

¥4 VOICE OF DESIGN FORUM

BRI ) 2 SCAL TR <

1 il

/“-b ORE E

UNGE *i/‘\@%ﬁﬁ)
(3P '(%Bﬁiéiﬂﬂw)ﬁc < E) (2) i‘li'-!ij
(Eﬁﬁri/ﬁczliwﬂ?—)

l '

O #hH iczE)
i

O #E
(ANEDBR - HRADBI)

JRER KPR (R - SR —EB

=) [RIBRIEEXL TR | - 7 —~RE AL LTS L2 s &I, Rk~
ﬁ;vo.cm N BHORETH SRAMEH LT, RA D DTt 22 LR L

BRIBRIE & XL THE< ﬁa/e FEDIHIATHL72H RO, BEZENTHAL V EDFRITD, 2
T el COPR R BCOBHEO A A KT A Y5 0T 4 —F ATRBHMEE OB
%ﬁf{ﬁfﬁ%%%‘léi*‘”@ s D E5% e T afdliisE, CO MR TLORPR L. ZOWRICH S HIAEL

5 1R 2 il 7 & OBGEREIN TR
FACH IR 7= & DB I 70 5 e 7
Bl I TwD, LA L, A6

1. #HHEOEEY 7 4 L~NDIRF
2. T AV F =L~ DOIRE
3. B b~ORE

4. @%-Emt«w%é

5. BEISLHE~ORE

B ANMBIZ E RN, KMEoBREE
AL~NDEE RS-
I [#H o' ) 7 1 X4k

BERRD & o 16 ALNDREES Ve &9 LAMRIAT  THURT 50 — S0l TSl ) T -
Contents Voice of Design Forum
Special Issue: Voice of Design Forum Cultural Approaches to Solve Environmental Issues
Cultural Approaches to Solve
Environmental Issues What action should we take to solve the urgent environmental issues? The formulation of
Opening Address:Seiichi MIZUNO-———-—————- 3 the guidelines on CO. emissions by COP, development of ecological technologies, political
Keynote Speech:Kenji EKUAN ———————————- 3 initiatives such as a tax reduction for the purchase of designated ecological products and
e 6 trading of CO. emissions quotas, a technological solution such as the use of non-fossil fuels
1. Cultural Proposals for Urban Mobility are proposed. I-Ipwever, ‘the_re are few.cult.ural proposals for our _Ilves. \_Nhen_we make such
2. Cultural Proposals for Local Energy problem sqlutlon hat?lts in our dal|y.|lf€, we may see a .brlght light in the fqture.
3. Cultural Proposals for Agriculture Und.erstandmg that it is the role of designers to .hlghllght this point, the Forum reviewed
4. Cultural Proposals for Health and environmental issues from a cultural perspective, and explored paths to develop an
Medical Care er?vironmentall culture for coming generations around the axes of views on nature and cities
5. Proposals for Environmental Cultural with humans n the background. . . " e ww
Education Under the main theme, subthemes for workshop discussions were "Urban Mobility," "Local
From the Secretariat ——————————————————__ 16 Energy,” "Agriculture,” "Health and Medical Care," and “Environmental Cultural Education.”




Special Issue

PR3k TBRBE AL HE ] D52 D55 Fh
TR ERELT

FIWH RN RRE %, T8
TS O HITZHR T AR S 2 5K %
0L ZEEPHE T LD L) g
VY W (B N N | K ) L B
WZHERTT E BRIERIE O DY 2 E 2 B
7248 T LA O Huls T o BARFAE T R L
—Z e DlbY) TER %,

Z L CRE LM = A, T =48
ME—HMWICEZ LD TIE% L WH
OB RERE R EANDR, 7
7 v FREEM G S SO 72
Uity ZHIBEE R AL LA OBBT R
D) IZOWTREZID Kb L

T%R %,

iRz LT <

F-WHmTHENRDSNDOT 4 = F
TH, EET 5 EToOAMEREED R
MO GEREREORAE [ - K] &%
25

%LT\%BLt&x%4+7»&A
A, FAHCR S T A4 v
CLEHELEZ S

#BH & Huisk > Hy BRI 7 (LA, T
HORGE LTOR, 9 L&
A2 ZFHE)BE L ZOHED N2 &L
HMEFET B PR, &9 5 DO [ BREEH
% AL TR ] 2 & ZARBLICET b 4
F720

HBARFIE T+ —TF L TOFHEN
— 22, B D OBEREHE - MWE
AR L2 DTh b,

VOICE OF DESIGN FORUM
RIBRIEZ L THEL<
BIH 2010455 H27H (K)
2% L ERSUEREE BT - SAKR)
Tursg A
FSERE  KEH—

HARTHA iR

R TREER H 2 5] RAHEER
HARFYA SR
SRt e OB &

1. #HDOELY 7 4 SUL~DIRE
HUg T 4 L 3 — A~ OIEF
AL~ DRE
TR - R b~DIE
BRESULHE~ORS

AR N

Voice of Design Forum
Cultural Approaches to Solve
Environmental Issues

Date: May 27, 2010
Venue:
International House of Japan,
Roppongi, Tokyo
Program:
Opening Address by
Seiichi MIZUNO, Director General, JD
Keynote Speech by
Kenji EKUAN, Chairperson, JD
Workshop Discussions
1. Cultural Proposals for Urban Mobility
2. Cultural Proposals for Local Energy
3. Cultural Proposals for Agriculture
4. Cultural Proposals for Health and
Medical Care
5. Proposals for Environmental Cultural
Education

In "Urban Mobility," the relations between cities and environmental
issues were considered alongside transportation systems. In "Local
Energy,” the restoration of nature in non-urban areas was discussed.
In "Agriculture,” interactive relations between rural and urban people
(farming experience, value-added produce, dual residence in urban
and rural settings, and involvement of city people in village festivals)
were explored instead of dividing rural and urban areas as production
sites and consumption sites.

Under "Health and Medical Care,” maintaining one's own physical
conditions while enjoying human relations was discussed. Under
"Environmental Cultural Education,” ways to lead people into
sustainable society were explored.

Opening Address
Seiichi MIZUNO, director general of JD, president of IMA

The 20th century saw remarkable advancement in science, technology
and economy. However, there remain the unsolved problems of human
activities having exhausted natural resources, and having caused a
heavy burden of environmental problems on the earth.

Currently, efforts are being made to solve these problems with the help
of science and technology. The typical technology considered geo-
engineering. It is a technology which was employed before the Olympic
Games in Beijing to shoot more than 1000 rockets into rain clouds so
that it would not rain during the opening ceremony. Or, some people
are seriously planning to develop a technology to scatter sulfurous acid
gas above the stratosphere to cover the earth with a membrane as a
means to prevent global warming. Sun rays would be reflected by the
membrane and the air temperature of the earth would be lowered.




FaRY

IKEFI— mxrvqommene maks

20 AL IR AR BN R e LD F L WHELD1004E T L 720
L LZDORIIHRT & 2o 72D, HiEkERZER LT
LEool b & REIMEE V) RERAMZIRICGZTL
FofzZbkZlBnEg,

L. ZOMEEFHEREMO N THIEL LI L LTV ET,
FOWRPLPN AT I=T YT TLEY 2L B Z
L EOJE A ) Y ¥y 2 ORASRNICHEA RS v L H. A
THWe sy b —TRUELBLAANEZRS L, &w
I &9 BEMTT . & 51T, HEKRBELZ B <7202, BE R L
(ZHLGRIR 7 A & 0 TR & R 1) KRG & SO S & TR
DORFBEZ TS, LI EMzELLI L LTnET,

LA L. BBl TR 2 P Tk b &) 2o
R FIE, EOCH - HMEEZTIESREZZH ) ELTVWET &
RO ZOREESL &IPS TRV %R0 Y BT
OWIFEFERIIEITRAMD L ) Rl Ebb EESbhTwE
Fo ZD720, BEIC AR O MIRES R 2 kT L2 HEL
T HMESZEDZ0O7ay 27 MZBILTWwWb EEbhb
HREZ D 72l 7 DT,

O L) IERERMEZ, [ 2 TR AL O TIE %<
T RENFEE T, Bl HKREZITH, Bz T
FCHEE LS. EEY 574 TR HEEREZ L - SN
BENAES & 2V EFRANS Y 2T ¥ 7§ 5N E
STV RETH D L) AL 2 FEEASH R O
DD TIEBRNTL & I A6 £ 90 R S S AR
ROV E V) BT, [BEMEL UL TH L w9 77—
~ %/ FE L7

L OBEIAIOEMICSIME LTWeZ&, 220
T AMEERE, 7272l L TCRECILTHZ L2, AT
HOEEAEDIFHOMIZ L TV E 2w E o TnEd,

Special Issue

EFAREIRREZZA5]

KRAFEET] asrv( iass

EHEONFTX—8 ZOHEFTIIGKTTHA v LF L7 (Fig
Dol LDIZHY. 5 72 Ve B 7206 T, HiZ
DR BLFRBTT D, WA WAHE Z TREITM Y F W7D h%kf,
A RO E TS T DT B R TFICLZomZE2FFE L
720

WL 0% BEFY DBV T0WL0E L APTFFET,
PORHROEL o/l XKLL L) IRV FE L ZNT
HHVEZ L PR IZEPRMEL & 2HI121EDH T VTR,
FHINH EZAHNTITD &) Tl o Tz BRERERTT R,

HEAIZIE, FNRZMB IS8T A =T BB 0NEH ) T3, kR
BN BDENINT A=Y T3, %GR Y
DRMET B & A ZEF) P/ T T TPFRTHEIT S L9
W25 2L b 8T A—5 TY, RERMS, BOWHEICL D
9,

COAT Y XAV —ZAYT 2 —F Y HTT (Fig 2o A7 =
—F U TREZTIRS>TVDENE V) EFRME T, KR T
o TWV5EWVI) DIIREFH VDT A, — i, HERDOTEY
BlIZ.IA TV RIFIF A RN TFAFXT VI ALHD
TF2EICRoTREREI DL /=TT, TN —
FHDIST A= TF,

FIRDEHLDELE HAO NI NIHER A ¥ FOTHEIZIEN

However, this method of forcefully controlling problems with science
and technology may be likely to cause new problems. Because if this
membrane were created, the blue sky would not be seen from the earth,
and the sunset glow would look bloody red. Predicting that people will
suffer mental breakdowns, it is said that psychiatrists are involved in the
project.

As such, cultural consideration should also be given to environmental
issues instead of control them only with the fruit of “civilization." Doing
things like sprinkling water on the pavement, hanging reed screens and
wind chimes to create a feeling of coolness in summer. Using bicycles
more than cars to move around in a city. Lessening the number of
motorcars in use by sharing them instead of owning them. Making use
of the cultural wisdom that has grown out of people’s daily living such
as the above examples might help solve the problems. It was with this
expectation, that the theme for the Forum was considered.

We would like to amplify our readers' views through our website.

Keynote speech: Thoughts on the Environment
Kenji EKUAN, JD chairperson

* Parameters of progress

This wheelchair was designed by GK. Its color is green, because |
thought the color is conspicuous. | had a green walking cane with
me, so, | chose green for this wheelchair.

There are various parameters to measure progress. The exhaustion
of water and resources is one, while the feasibility of elderly people
moving in crowded downtown areas such as Shibuya and Ginza in a
wheelchair or with a cane will be another parameter.

This cane is made in Sweden. | bought it at a sundries store. |
wonder if sundries shops in Japan have this kind of cane for the
elderly. This is also a parameter.
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* Creativity out of paucity

The Japanese have displayed our creativity out of paucity and
limitedness. Haiku, for example, is a 17-syllable poem. Within 17
syllables, we express the grand landscapes of different seasons.

| used to advocate the "aesthetics of makunouchi bento,” a box
lunch containing 10-15 different foods in small portions. In the
limited size of a box, an infinite variety of expressions can be
contained.

Paucity or limitedness is the source of creations for us. We are
listening discouraging news these days, but in a way, we are at a
good time to take advantage of Japanese culture.

* Realistic perception on environmental issues

| sent a questionnaire to Mr. Masajuro Shiokawa, former Minister of
Finance asking what he thought about environmental issues. He
replied "l think about environmental issues sometimes,” to the

question "Do you seriously consider environmental issues?" This is a
common feeling among people, as not everyone is concerned about
the environment all the time.

When asked "What are you doing personally to save energy?” he
replied “I walk for short distances, and walk up and down the
staircases.” And "l always think whether to switch on the air-
conditioner before using the remote controller.” To the question,
"What can we do to solve issues with advanced technology?” his
answer was "To use more nuclear power plants for electricity." He
added "War causes the greatest energy loss,” and suggested that the
absence of war is a preventive measure for environmental issues.
For this, nations around the world should have a strong will not to
wage a war. The United Nations is meant for this, but it has become
a forum for countries to seek and insist on national interests.

* Education to know about the earth

4
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In Makuranososhi (Pillow Book), essay collections written by Seisho
Nagon in the 10th-11th centuries, there are phrases appreciating
the best time of every season. "Dawn in spring, night in summer,
twilight time in autumn, and snowy daytime in winter" describing
the scenery of each time. We, Japanese people, have passed on the
same view of nature for more than 1000 years. It is important for
us to apply this sense of nature to understand other countries. Or,
we need to acquire the means to understand the earth while living
in Japan. It is education that provides us with such a means.
Education is particularly essential for children.

* Unity of Knowledge and Action

A basic teaching in Zen Buddhism is the "unity of knowledge and
action." As an effort to put this into practice, | installed solar panels
on the roof of my house. | intended to show them to my neighbors
to help them become interested in the benefits of installing solar

panels. This is my way of uniting knowledge and action.

* Automobiles

Even though | am a designer of vehicles and other industrial
products, | have criticized automobiles and their emissions as a
major source of pollution in cities. However, as | got older, | became
unable to move around without a automobile. Therefore, now, | am
reconsidering the value of automobiles.
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Workshops

1. Cultural Proposals for Urban Mobility
Comments by Coordinator Masayuki MORIGUCHI

Vehicles in cities can be listed according to the amount of their CO.
emissions as follows, automobiles, buses, electric trains and bicycles.
This is also the order that people can travel easily. As electric
automobiles and solar energy are not yet commonly used, the best
way to stop environmental deterioration is to apply more individual
human energy in place of the energies generated by power plants
and engines.

From this viewpoint, bicycles seem to be the most appropriate
means of mobility in a cultural context. However, in Japan, we have
very limited lanes specified for bicycles, and we cannot take bicycles
on the train. We need to develop a transportation system in which

bicycles can be accommodated more easily.

Regretfully, our discussion focused on different vehicles such as
bicycles, automobiles, and railway trains separately. This fact proves
that we are not able to free ourselves from a systematized point of
view in considering mobility. In order to reform our transportation
system from a cultural aspect, we need to examine it from people
and community points of view.

Discussion

* Automobiles undergoing a paradigm shift

Participants evaluated the present automobile traffic from the
levels of CO, emissions and urban structures. Their opinions included
the means to reduce motorcars from cities, the need to restructure
cities in order to reduce automobiles, the need to remove
pedestrian overpasses as they are dividing cityscapes, and mixing
different means of transportation to suit particular conditions.
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Some pointed to poor public transportation systems in the rural
areas, our fixed "automobile-first" concept, and the need to
consider future transportation instead of trying to solve current
problems.

* Potentiality of bicycles and seamless traffic systems

The feasibility of bicycles to replace automobiles partially as a
means of transportation was discussed. If there were a seamless
transportation system, people would be able to enjoy convenience
without depending on automobiles. Trains allowing passengers to
bring in their bicycles, and the link of Shinkansen + LRT + bicycle
parking lots as seen in Toyama are feasible examples to realize a
seamless transportation system.

* Changing values and new concepts
Until recently, automobiles were cool vehicles that many people

admired, but young people nowadays are more interested in
bicycles. If cities were more bicycle-friendly, there would be more
bicycle users. This suggests that we need to consider what means of
transportation are suitable to a particular environment or how we
should choose appropriate transportation means for different
environments, instead of considering what means are convenient
and superior. As we can manufacture almost all transportation
devices, we can build various transportation systems including a
seamless system. Even in rural areas with poor public transportation
systems, delivery service trucks, postal trucks and other business
cars are running. If restrictions by law were relaxed, they could
provide services for people in villages, they could become useful
transportation resources. If there were a clear vision of the land use
containing compact cities, burden on transportation would be
reduced, resulting in less energy use and greater amenities. (George
KURUMADO)
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2. Cultural Proposals for Local Energy
Comments by Coordinator Toshiro SASAKI

Modern living depends on energy and energy-use systems. Global
warming occurred as a trade-off for our desire for man-made
comfort provided by invisible modern energy.

Japan aims to reduce green-house gas emissions by 25 percent of
the 1990 level by 2020. Last year, the Ministry of the Environment
published “The Report on Green House Gas Emissions for 2008."
Although the emissions by industry fell by 13 percent from 1990,
the volume of emissions from households increased by 35 percent.
For a low carbon society, not only technological advancement but
also a shift in people's lifestyle is required.

"Living in harmony with the environment" is often talked about.
But in Japan until a half century ago, it was a matter of course.
Various customs and traditions were developed through living in

harmony with nature. Tools to mitigate heat in summer and
coldness in winter were devised. A key for taking a cultural
approach to the energy problem is to recall our traditional wisdom
to get along with nature. Being sensitive to and taking pleasure in
nature and the wisdom to make use of nature and find natural
energy sources in one's locality will be needed.

Considering that the low carbon society is to be a society in which
relations between energy and nature are redefined, we may be able
to find new aspects in all fields including design.

Discussion

* Expanding the scale of energy generation

To meet energy demand in a low carbon society, nuclear power
plants may be a good choice. But we should not choose this. Then,
the use of regenerated natural energy such as winds, geothermal
energy, solar, and water will be realistic. But this choice is largely

8



BEWH)ZEIWZRIN, FNELTIE
b\, 22T, A, Mk, KRG, K
HEEFHTLARBELALVF—D
W ASBLIZ 72 A%, HUIs o0 51k o f 28
2 RKELZIT 2. ORI HIZHICS HE
DHBRIT AN T — %, S i IS ¥
TEHLEBBEOMREZANDH L. Z )
L72b oo E R AL, Bl 2 1 E =R
AN 7 VA RPSY WA R4 N N T
EROT IRV IWAYN 75 VAR I 2Rl N e
7L TCHAHARANDEMEE LCTiFES
LOME D Do

IxNV¥-DRZ31t

IANF—ERR ] &) BED
Hb. WAL L FTETORDD 5,
<~ v v ORRICHEEES W7o T
ARVEDEHEL TWAHDTIE, FEK
TELV REAZ LW IS AT H
IR TH 5. EINEELEEZN L, Th
2T FD L) READ B LED]
HALE W) 2 &2 9, DX ) HrFEK
b FERERD 5 ALDEF N TL %,

ER BEEDCO: Hlik25% 038 % o #EH
S 19904F LARE -85, A2 i il O Wl A%
HEATBY, CO: DML T B DA
T A ARMEETH 5. FFIMEEIZ40% D
BINL<TH Y ERBEOZERITERE, 52
AV SflioTLE ), BAMZ2MH
EFLC ELLTUEED RV EV ) D
3, b v 2 R,

IANVFEIZBLTiE RO E X
At &AL S M7 BT & O [ o sEHk o
T AL T\, R 1L CO— iR

HH RN, TR VF— D AEIC
[ RZBW] &V EANb 5. Wi
b3 52 LAk,

HigERORLEHEV DV AT RV —

Ml - AV F— - UL EFET 0T 72
HREEZZ DL BIZIZFLREDHEK
BHEEHSSALIZHLY 38 L oD i %
5.2 5 2 L B\ RRHET D UEN D B

Z O A DA & N & RO
T % T AV F — 255 5 251230k
B B2 E 2, FOMIETHEAZ T
ANVF=DH UL, A SR E NS E
TR ANMAF L W T Z D5
P& A IR/ N B R NP e e
%o FEHT (IHSZ T (& J1 388w A 6 .
WkRPHIR &~ AL 707 v FTWA
WAH LB LTWah,

BRI AL ST RS CIAR30 v FREEE
DORNFEEROIHTYIAL Y2 LTw5b
(Fig. Do KB/ S0 VR~ 4 7 1k )I%
BB LTI REE UTES
WD 289 HAsifE e 22 5.

<S5 LDEBEHRNEERRANERTREY
HAAND AV F—FHOMEE LT

Special Issue

ZATEDIN T E 72D TR [ HITE |
FRIFHLIENTE L, LELTRD
A EBRICED T R TL 512135
Mbd 5L, 226 TE 2,
NIEo~ v g v oAEEIzIZdbl
OB EHRIIAET, g KA
RABEVIDIR) T T4 DRV, —
HTERW L DTHDLY—F—/3% )
LERFIN—FOTHAL L LT RS
NTHLFHFEL v DONTY - EEK,
ECBEF2 SO TEBORMD D 5o &
W e k) 2 XMz 2 5 7Y T4
DR E B CCH) 2D b D OBHD
FH DM TE 2 2 LEL D 5o

(g [ = AV F— ]kl L) 3o
DOF—7— FTHEATitimd 5D, #
2V EEOPA D L WEWT —< 72,
JAZNT w7 A FTHIK, B
F ) EOFEKITLEE LTH>Tw5
N BEOPLEREEMOFRIZH - T,
HIBROEFRZEP LT LoD %
PR TH 5o MENERLOITHEN
TR VAN, 22 & Vo TA TS S %
DL, ANV F IR L TD,
(57 S D 5, b e X% — A4S
KT R EIhTHY GV EHFOZ
LDTED LD FOFEEE O
T AEEDSRYIZZ, (FHIEN)

Fig.1 /\BUEFEEEH FRREA

affected by local features. Topologically, Japan is gifted with these
natural sources. But can we stand having windmills for electricity
aligned along scenic beaches, and solar panels filling the spaces of
unused paddy fields?

* Visualizing energy

Energy, particularly electricity, is invisible, so we use it a lot before
we know. If its rate is raised, we may try to limit our use. The
volume of energy lost in the course of transmission from plants to
individual users should not be overlooked. But it is also invisible. We
need to visualize our energy use (and loss).

* Energy generation and local features

The construction of a large dam can exert irreversible effects on
local culture. A cultural perspective is required to obtain
appropriate energy suited to the land and people of a locality. If

energy can be generated within one's locality, people can live
without depending on electricity and gas supplied from other cities.
Shonai town is making every effort using windmills, rice hulls and
animal excretions to generate its own energy sources.

* Reviewing traditional culture from a modern viewpoint

A merchant house in Kyoto is a model of using natural energy for
comfortable living. But, this cannot be transported to
condominiums in cities. However, at least a part of Japanese-style
houses can be introduced to them to help young people feel the
flavor of traditional living. (Masato ISAKA)
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3. Cultural Proposals for Agriculture
Comments by Coordinator Yukio SAKODA

Japanese agricultural products are highly evaluated in other
countries. Grapes of Yamanashi prefecture and apples of Nagano
prefecture sell quite well in Thailand and Taiwan as delicious and
safe fruits even though their prices are three times as much as
those in Japan with tariffs and transportation costs. It is less costly
to transport "Amao” brand strawberries from Fukuoka to Taipei,
Shanghai and Seoul than to send them to Hokkaido. Even though
less expensive locally grown strawberries are sold in these cities,
some people buy Japanese ones. The image of “safe and delicious”
Japanese fruits has spread almost as a “culture.”

Japanese food restaurants are increasing in the world. In order to
distinguish restaurants that serve genuine Japanese food, a semi-
governmental organization was going to rank them. Instead of

doing that, it should give guidelines for genuine Japanese cooking
and explain cultural background. It is an opportune time also to
spread Japanese rice which is the basic item for Japanese food.

Discussion

* Problems in agriculture in Japan today

The following problems in agriculture today were pointed out: 1) As
Japan became highly industrialized, people have come to think that
they can buy anything from other countries. As a result, agriculture
in Japan has lost its strength, lowering the nation's self-supply rate
in food. 2) Cities and rural villages are clearly separated. Children
in cities have no chance to see how vegetables and rice are grown.
3) Lack of successors in agriculture. Children of farming households
today do not want to succeed their parents' occupation because of
low and unstable income for hard work and time, and because of
the heavy influence of weather and other factors. Thus, there is a
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manpower shortage in agriculture, while the area of unused
farmlands is on the rise.

* Growing vegetables in cities

We need to reflect on our lifestyles and begin to grow vegetables
and herbs in cities. This may lead us to be more concerned about
agriculture, and creating city plans that are compatible with
farming.

* Training future farmers

Less labor intensive agricultural methods that can produce higher
yields should be devised to encourage women, elderly people and
young people to choose to be engaged in agriculture. Educational
opportunities on agriculture should be increased. A local
government provides educational opportunities for young people
who intend to begin farming. This program is meant for training

future farmers but it can also help to convey the culture of
farming.

* Mechanism to have a touch of agriculture

Recent movements in Japan include restaurants that serve foods
produced in the locality, and the sales of brand vegetables and
produce with growers' names and recipes. Traditional village
festivals are mostly based on local farming cultures. These are a
few opportunities to help people think of agriculture. (Mayumi
YAGO)
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4. Cultural Proposals for Health and Medical Care
Comments by Coordinator Yasuko AKUTSU

Hospitals today are making strenuous efforts to upgrade their
medical equipment in an effort to save human lives. Thus, hospitals
offering highly advanced care have become like cybernated human
repair factories. Medical personnel work day and night to save lives.
Being wary of the possibility of being sued in case of trouble, they
examine patients a number of times so as to be able to defend
themselves in possible future malpractice suits. They apply surgical
operations and other kinds of life prolonging treatments even to
elderly patients, giving less attention to the question of the quality
of their life.

The Japanese enjoy healthy longevity thanks to the national health
insurance system and advanced medical technology. Even before
these modern developments were achieved, Japanese culture

including diet, the appreciation of seasonal changes in nature, and
the way of thinking “enough is as good as a feast" has contributed
to helping the nation stay healthy for long. Taking these things into
account, we need to develop a new health and medical care model
for the benefit of aging populations in the world.

Discussion

* Urgently needed medical information sharing system
Information on our physical conditions should belong to us. In case
of emergency, we can give the information to medical staff at any
hospital, based on which they can proceed with their treatment. For
that reason, individuals should carry their medical information.
Medical facilities should share patients’ medical information, then,
repeating the same examination at a second hospital can be
avoided and medical expenses may be reduced. The government is
promoting information sharing, however, it has not been successful
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due to delays in infrastructure development as well as exclusivity
among the medical community.

* Medical care to treat patients as a whole

It is necessary to treat specific diseases with advanced medicine.
What is more important is to examine patients holistically, and to
keep them in a state of "overall good health." To be in this state,
individuals should take good care of their own health.

* Natural healing power and supporting spaces

Spaces that stimulate the five senses help enhance patients' natural
healing power and promote faster recovery. Today, the walls of
hospital rooms are uniformly colored white, but the color can be
changed to be patient-friendly, and sounds and aroma that help
patients relax can also be added.

* Reviewing health care from foods

The nutritive contents of vegetables and other food materials have
undergone changes due to changes in the production environment.
People's eating habits have also changed. Serving on plastic dishes
in hospitals may act to lower patients' appetite.

*Views on death

Increasingly, as medical technology has advanced, medical
personnel are forced to determine whether to “prolong the patient's
life" or to "allow them to die naturally”. We, individuals need to
have a clear view on death and on how we wish our final days to be
spent. This will lead us to consider how to live today in order to end
our life as we wish. (Miyuki TAKAYAMA)
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5. Proposals for Environmental Cultural Education
Comments by Coordinator Keiko TORIGOE

Education at present is conducted in a classroom setting which is
separated from the real world situations of what is being taught.
Environment education in school is given in biology and other
natural sciences, and it is hardly connected with cultural activities
including "design”.

What is needed is to restore a "real sensation of actual
environmental situations” in education in general, and to deal with
culture and aesthetics in environmental education. At the same
time, linkages between the natural sciences and the humanities in
academic activities should be provided based on actual
environmental situation. Thick walls, which have been built over
the years between intellectuality and sensibility, arts and sciences,

religious faith and daily activities, and natural world and human
world, should be removed.

As an example environmental cultural education, | presented a trial
in Toyama prefecture to conserve creatively an old ritual to provide
blindfolded women with “simulative mountain climbing activities”
to enter Mt. Tateyama, which was closed to women in olden days.

|, together with participants, found it necessary to have workshops
to put ourselves in an environment where we could have real
feelings.

Discussion

* Incorporating culture into environmental education

The need for attracting people by surrounding them with good
design in their living environments was pointed out. Inspired by the
traditional practice in Mt. Tateyama, some advocated the need for
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defining gender-based culture. Mobilizing the five senses is
essential in environmental education, and tea ceremony was cited
as a good example of a cultural activity to be associated with
environmental education, as it involves the appreciation of nature,
art, tea room and tools while enjoying conversations with
participants.

* Incorporating the environment into cultural education

When we consider “the environment,” we should limit our thoughts
to the environment of the place we live in rather than expanding
our thoughts to the "earth" as a whole in order to have a realistic
sense of our environment. Considering the environment or culture
in terms of education, we tend to be conservative. For example, we
tend to end up with a lesson “even a grain of rice is precious, so
deal with it with care.” But this kind of lesson can exert little

influence on the contemporary society when large scale urban
development projects, which well be destroyed half a century later,
are destroying the environment. Considering a new environment
that accompanies destruction should be linked with the increasing
occasions to lead people to have a "real sensation” of an
environment.

* Education in general

Hands on experiences and practices rather than theories should be
accumulated. Having a “real” feeling through making things with
one's hands and going through mental experiences is important.
Carrying on teachings which were considered essential in the past is
important. While some advocated education emphasizing the five
senses, others favored education seeking a logical way of thinking.
(Daiki AMANAI)
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From the Secretariat
Annual meeting for FY2010

Editor's Note

JD annual meeting for FY2010 was held at the International House
of Japan in Tokyo on May 27, and approved 1) the activity and
financial reports for FY2009, and 2) the activity and budget plans
for FY2010.

After the meeting, Voice of Design Forum was organized under the
theme "Cultural Approaches to Solve Environmental Issues.”

Renewed JD Website

"Open Forum," a community site will be added to the JD website in
August to continuously discuss the themes of Voice of Design
Forum and other design topics.

Chairperson Ekuan referred to his green cane and green wheelchair,
tools that he cannot separate from him as he travels. Bicycles were
evaluated as a tool to replace fossil fuel with human energy.
Creativity is born from "limitations.” It is the mission of designers to
display their creativity in the limit of resources on the earth. Having
a real sensation is important. By visualizing energy generation and
use, people will have a real feeling to develop their local energy
culture. Delicious Japanese rice is also a realistic feeling that people
have. Death at home is a problem of medical care that people today
can hardly experience, and have a realistic sensation of death.
Putting one's knowledge into practice should be the core of
environmental education. It would mean "to deal with culture and
sensibility in environmental education” and "to restore the senses of
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