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Keynote Lecture -Public Philosophy and its Aesthetics

The purpose of studying public philosophy is to realize public realms
in as we consider ideal. The reason for the study on public
philosophy or public realms is that important political and social
issues in Japan, including the proposed revision of the Constitution,
are revolving around public realms. We need to academically
redefine public realms with contemporary meaning.

We need to refer to the meaning of "public philosophy" as defined
in the west. Philosophy itself is a discipline of learning to love
reason and to seek knowledge, and it represents a concept covering
the ways of thinking, thoughts on life, and major ideologies of the
world. When philosophy is "public," which is open, known and
shared by many people, it means a philosophy that forms the
guiding principle of people's behavior that can become a principle
so powerful as to change a political regime. Public philosophy is an

interdisciplinary academic sector. The serious issues in the
contemporary world such as the environment, peace and war, and
poverty are problems with the highest priority in public philosophy,
and we are focusing on these problems.

Today, the relation between private persons and a government (state)
is being questioned from ideological and political perspectives. Our
public philosophy project is advocating a ternary approach in place of
the traditional binary "government" and "private" division. The binary
approach is very important in modern Europe. There is a liberal
ideology in which individuals insist on the protection of their spheres
opposing intervention from the state or government. It clearly
distinguishes the spheres of the government and individuals.

We are proposing a new sphere of "public realms" between the
government and individuals. "Public realms" intermediate the
opposing elements of the government and individuals. Within public
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realms, there are two major streams of "liberal" and "communal"
ideologies. Liberalists consider "public" to mean "open to the public,”
most notably as "disclosure of official information.” Communitarians
consider a commune or other groups important, and see things that
are common to the community as "public realms." In philosophical
terms, this is called "common virtue" or "public virtue." Liberal points
of view emphasize individuals, components and dignity, while
communitarians the wholeness of a community. | believe that we
need to approach public realms from these two standpoints.

Prof. Kim Tae Chang from Korea advocates to propose a concept of
"Empowering the Private and Opening up the Public." In prewar
Japan, "sacrificing one's personal interest for the public good" was
the norm. In postwar Japan, a reactionary attitude "seeking
personal interest without serving the public good" prevailed, which
| consider lies behind the rise of neo-nationalism. To overcome this

conflicting relation between the two, Prof. Kim proposes that
empowered individuals make use of their capabilities for the service
of the public. We value this voluntary action by individuals in our
public philosophy study.

In considering public realms, space is particularly important. We call
it a public space or a public sphere. Since public spaces played an
essential role in modern Europe, we approach public realms from a
spatial point of view.

Today, when the process of globalization is in progress, a public
philosophy with a global perspective that extends beyond all
national borders should be considered, in other words, a public
philosophy on the local and national levels that is globally
applicable. For example, global warming can never be solved by one
nation alone, therefore, a public philosophy common to peoples of
the world should be considered.
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It is also important to consider public philosophy in terms of time.
Traditionally, many philosophical ideologies focused on the views of
contemporary people, or public philosophy of contemporary generation.
But we might as well refer to the past generations and upcoming
generations in our consideration of public philosophy as current
environmental deterioration will surely affect coming generations.

There are diverse thoughts on beauty in public philosophy. | take the
position of classical philosophy placing value on the viewpoints of
Plato and Aristotle. In contemporary philosophy as a whole,
postmodern philosophy as defined in French contemporary thoughts is
in the main stream. It seems that postmodern and classical public
philosophies have conflicting elements. In Plato's philosophy, beauty is
a central concept. Beauty underlying diverse beautiful things exists in
the world of idea. According to Plato, truth, good and beauty exist in
the world of idea. In Kantian or New Kantian philosophies, the values

of truth, good and beauty are emphasized. Beauty is a concept as well
as value, and is closely related with people as beneficial and precious
elements in their life. | consider that these traditional philosophies
should be applied to the public philosophy of today.

If the ternary theory is applied to beauty, there will be private
beauty and governmental beauty. And in between, public beauty
intermediates. As classic philosophy books hardly mention the
aspect of public beauty, public beauty is a new concept.

When it comes to beauty, it usually suggests the state of individuals.
We see how beautiful individual persons or things are. Present Prime
Minister Abe advocates "Beautiful Country Japan" as his policy slogan.
This means beauty created on the state level.

From our public philosophical point of view, beauty should be a
concern of the public. The process of creating public beauty should be
opened to the public and shared, and beauty should be thought about
and realized by people. It is significant and important to consider
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public beauty created by people, which is not designated by the state.

It was a U.S. journalist Walter Lippmann who was the first to
advocate the concept of public philosophy. In his The Public
Philosophy (1955), he stated the need for the philosophy of civility
as a component of public philosophy. Civility connotes civilization,
courtesy or grace, civil and civic.

Another important component of public philosophy is the Humanist
tradition dating back to classics in ancient Rome and Greece.

So far, our project has not examined public philosophy in terms of
art. But as | consider "beauty," | realize that the study of public
beauty or public aesthetics should be included when considering
public philosophy.

Public spaces played an important function in the process of
emergence of public realms or public spheres through political

revolutions in modern times. These spaces included places and plazas
such as teahouses, cafes and salons where people gathered and talked.
People met and exchanged conversations. Their topics evolved from
art and literature to social and political affairs. They began criticizing
the monarchy and aristocracy, which then developed into political
public philosophy and the driving force to spark off revolutions.

In the 20th century, public spaces have lost their function as such,
and public philosophy has declined. Now that citizens and civil
society are gaining importance after the collapse of the Communist
states, the need for new styles of public space is strongly called for
in Eastern Europe. In Japan, | have the impression that places for
people to meet and debate are decreasing. Forming and actively
using public spaces should be more seriously considered.

"Design" has been frequently discussed in philosophy and public
philosophy. In Platonic philosophy, one contemplates ideas, and
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creates his work. His political work can be building an ideal state.
Postmodern philosophers mainly criticize such classical conception.
They contend that the act of a person to envisage, consider and
design a political system will cause social confusion, or it may bring
about a form of totalitarianism such as Nazism.

| am against this stance, and think that public philosophy can play
due roles to overcome problems that they raise.

A representative postwar political philosopher in Japan, Masao
Maruyama considered "natural state of things and active act of
humans" and suggested that the modernization process is a transition
of the natural state of things being changed by human activities. |
understand that this transition causes ecological problems, but at the
same time, | am confident that there are appropriate ways for
humans to act while maintaining ecological harmony.

In terms of design, there are private design, public design and
government design. When a government determines to design and

build a large facility, postmodernist thinkers criticize that the
government is intending to build a controlled society. In order to
avoid such a criticism, it is indispensable to consider "public design”
and not "government-led" design.

Using the ternary theory of public philosophy, we analyze its three
functions and emphasize three phases. Neo-Liberalism is exerting
greater influence on actual political and economic activities. This
ideology emphasizes market economy. In other words, it curtails
welfare services, resulting in serious social problems affecting the
living of people and communities. Thatcher and Reagan promoted
neo-liberalism, and Koizumi followed their steps in Japan. We
consider three phases, 1) market economy and governance, 2)
community and 3) culture, and consider it important to keep a
balance between these phases for public management.

6



RN & DRI T 5791 v 0
ARFE . TR B3 D < BTk &
W25 N, L AT D F ) ERR
EIBIZ X B 7 A~ ORI, /3 F
YAEDOBRIZRY 9, 2T LT,
II2=2T4.HANVIEZETITHEXS
A2 DBEBREEZDZEDN.RFETI
BWEAI D AI 2= F YT ALE
WO RARIETIR. a3 2T B F T
WCAEELANAPEHSNET . O3 2=
7)) 7 = AL B R FET 2 MR
MNTIFZA IV F—= b0 ias
BHOGDY T WA R 7 A M (AT
S v 7 — B RE R L SRR 17
) Tl HEOH B R FEIC O WTHE
WTHVETTAVAIDZ) v VB
MERLOBBEDO AR T Z ZIZERNT W
533225 T2 XL0OBER. VT
£y 7 a—<= A LDIEHRL RO
AFEZN % B (G & DBRAES IS A
BIZE > COEMEEZ 5) D320
MOINTG ¥ 2% 5T HDICEHETT,
FIVIEZTLTHA v OERIEE
LOTEZRVH EESTWET,

NTYy 7-FHL L DEMH

BRI AR OISR S T v
7 FHAL NIOWT [ E 9w B
BEMAREZONL P IERVOL T F
WCHEIFET ARSER[YAFADT
WA T TADTHA V%S T
Wb EfWE L7225 ZIUERICE - T
BT AT 5 H TS
B A FRAENT S A HDHVIEESE

MEE Y 5 OIXIEFIZHE L Wk T
T 25 )T R AT
BT S FEELFERTEML 2
O[4I 70 38 (A 463) | Jhl o3t (bl
BV REZDLVENRHLE V) L EE
RLTWEOTT . IhH0BI&IZT—
0y 3O BAEBIZHIICHEL TN T, 2
NOEEZLZENSATLHEUETHD
LHRETH B, L) T LT H5EK
TR AFADTHA T T ADTH
A ¥ & Ak il & B BRDS
HHETEEBRVET,

A% 2 72 EOMBEIZOW TS, At
M= AERICR ) FET L. 0FE
AT T ADTHA v O e % Sk
D LTI RV A EEEZ T
AIUL[ELVWERPEI V) HDOTH
ST EDEIITKENLD] L) 2
EEBELET DL EIR-TR
HERLFEIHL T 37 a— iz
AR FPORELHRE b Tha%E
Z 5 72D Id P BRI T
TFYPA Y ETDHN-THA F =0T,
)y TEICH L TERZ V) A% 250
BoINBHDE ) DD EDH B\ IFTk
EWRBOMEE LT 20T uv A% &
) BB L AL DOBNZFHD T 20—
T TTHA F—DHEEMNRIEDELD L
WCTL ) LG TAx R TAIT
BEERIZOVT ORI LETH S,
ERHYDTT =1y /e RIS
e D& % 22 kA & Tk A4,
2F ) a3 a=F 4 OFEROBICREIE
MEFET A &) BLLSIERICHR < TR

BUIATM AR EHTLHY) L5 LWL
WS X TTE RV EDPHAICL
THY T3, 2 LT HRTIHES
TR CIIAME 2 B LS 2 5255
> T D AOHEFNZ DO W TIEE R E W
ARV W) F 2 L o Ty
fEA L L Tehor@lasilii v A
BdH D ZIUIHBOMEE SR L
TANAN L ORI AIN L TR D £
DEEHINTORWT EOfERZ &
HBoTnEd (2 ) LEREFHFOZ
ENRVARRELTOVEDDEMTH
B 1) BB N A OHIZIE A > TH)
DT EFEILLN R LB RBIE L
TEMNLZEMDPREICES LBVET,
A ZOBEI S AL IZZD L)
LEMEFRO LD ITHRA D T L2
59 LEWwET,
ZFLTII2=T 4 DERIIBNT,
BAED N4 120 Tl 7z < GREML &
Rl eEZ BLEEX LI L LR
TLEIHREEZ BB [ Ak
B A LPORFIKRTER A IZMb Y 25
LTWwa W) EEDH > TLREN
E72H ) R - EEIC L > T
NTHRTHDOTIEEL T AH*KZENZ
A2 BED LI TECTEZ LIRS
TV DeZDRDTY) v T VNE 5
72T 4 )T 4 BRIMITHEBLE LT
LB RYUTTAIEZBOETS
ANFERALET b AT EOM A S A & IZFF
ATV EELZMBEICL S EE-5TBD
Qs

In relation to design, designs created upon personal or private
corporations' requests may largely depend on market principles.
Designs commissioned by the national and local governments
should have relations with their governance. For public design, in
public philosophy, communities and people living there are
emphasized. Amitai Etzioni, a sociologist who is a representative
communitarian, wrote about actual social problems in his book,
Next: the Road to the Good Society, around the time when the
Clinton Administration was taking office in the United States. He
presented a communitarian viewpoint as well as a Republicans’
viewpoint in the civic humanism tradition. He insisted that
individual autonomy and political participation were important
virtues of citizens and that they were important to recover balance.
His aspect may be reflected in the act of design.

| will point out requirements for ideal public design. How can it be

realized? The essential factors are who are to make decisions and
what decision-making process is to be taken. How do designers relate
with people who express their views? How is the decision making
process opened to invite people to participate? History, nature,
civility, and public courtesy are also elements to be considered.
Masaya KOBAYASHI, professor, Center for Public Philosophy,
Graduate School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Chiba University

Q & A Session

SANO (Floor): Today, foreign investment funds are coming to Japan
to purchase companies. They say that business corporations should
work for the benefit of their stakeholders and that that is a global
standard. What do you think about this?

KOBAYASHI: It is a typical American way of seeing business
corporations. The Japanese traditional view on companies is quite
different. We place higher priority on the awareness of employees
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including managers, and the stance of corporations in the locality is
also emphasized. Balance between the market, governance and
community, and balance within a corporation should be taken. |
would like to propose the idea that management paying
consideration to the balance will achieve sustainable development.
KUROMADO (Floor): Suppose one person is pursuing happiness, he
may see happiness on the personal, public and state levels. At first
he may vaguely consider that happiness on these levels is
continuous, but all of a sudden, he may find that private happiness,
public happiness and state happiness turn into conflicting concepts.
| am interested in such a mechanism.

KOBAYASHI: In our public philosophy project, we consider personal
happiness, public happiness and state-level happiness. We don't
consider that these are separate elements, but they help us clarify
mutual relations and interrelations between them. It is an aide to
analyze interrelations. The important point is how a person can link

relations between these levels.

TANAKA (Floor): | agree with the need to restrict personal rights for
the sake of public beauty. But is it accepted in Japan with a
different culture from western countries in which personal interest
can be restricted rationally for the sake of public good?
KOBAYASHI: From a cultural theory point of view, western nations
place priority on individuals over the government. Japan introduced
individualism from the west after World War Il. Traditionally in
Japan, insisting on personal interest has been considered to be an
unfavorable attitude. Japanese culture does not place importance on
individual interest. Public philosophy attempts to suppress egoistic
personal interest while emphasizing individual dignity. In a sense,
therefore, the restriction of personal interest may be easily
introduced into Japan. Harmony, order and courtesy within a
community are the traditional values of Asia. It is strange that people
do not follow this value system when it comes to property right.
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From Panelists

When Landscapes Become A Norm

* Landscape is a common asset.

The landscape law was enforced two years ago, and so far, 278
municipalities have decided to introduce landscape administration,
and 44 of them are now formulating their landscape plans. The
greatest development after the enforcement of the law is that people
are beginning to realize that landscapes are their common assets.

The government announced the idea of removing the express
highway above Nihombashi Bridge in central Tokyo and rebuilding it
underground. Some journalists and civil organizations complain that
the government is going to use taxpayers'funds to rectify its past
mistake. They say it is profit making in the name of public landscape.
| feel sad to hear these opinions. Now people have come to realize
the importance of the history and climate of a city and its landscape.

It is not bad for us to rectify our past mistake by investing tax money.

* Change in Norm Consciousness

There are some examples of consciousness change among Japanese
people about streetscapes.

Controlling illegal roadside parking was commissioned to a private
organization. As many had parked their cars on roadsides, knowing
that it was illegal, they complained about more strict enforcement
of traffic requlations. But after a while, people noticed that streets
were cleared and traffic became smoother, and realized, "Rules are
beneficial to our living, so we had better observe them."

Today, many local governments enforce ordinances to prohibit
cigarette littering and smoking while walking. These ordinances
were laid down reflecting citizens'voices against smoking in public
and the littering of public spaces with cigarette buts. The Japanese
are beginning to realize that rules and regulations are arrangements
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to make their community or city life more pleasant.

* Public Design Spirits

The Kyoto municipality enacted an ordinance to regulate
signboards. The Ministry of Land and Transport has been studying
ways to evaluate corporate activities not only from their production
equipment and merchandise, but also from their environmental
management capacity including their advertising boards and neon
signs. The Ministry considers that this approach will help improve
streetscapes. A little change in the norm and consciousness
becomes a factor to improve landscapes.

Toshio SASAKI, Chief Research Fellow of Kokudo Seisaku Kenkyukai,
President of Smart Public Inc.

Does Tokyo have a future?
* Is Tokyo enchanting?

There is no personal "benefit" without public "benefit." We live in a
city inevitably, and are involved in its progress and decline.

The value of a city can be measured by information accumulation,
safety and livability. Comparing with other cities, Tokyo may have
higher levels of information accumulation and safety. However,
what about its livability? We should consider this problem.

Suppose you are a foreign investor, do you find any place in Tokyo
so enchanting that you feel like investing your money? Without
charm in the city, no investment will be made from foreign
investors. Without their investment, its sustainable economic
development will be difficult.

* Economic Effect and Being Public

We need to create new aesthetics in the public field. In Tokyo, we have
chaotic streetscapes as a result of allowing building owners to enjoy their
freedom in design. If other cities have the same level of information
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Fig.2 Character on the seats of a bus

accumulation and safety, would you still dare to invest in Tokyo?

Under the free economy, building owners tend to emphasize short-
term economic effects. This tendency may result in designing a
building different from the neighboring buildings, and eventually,
the streetscape will become uncoordinated.

As seen in Shanghai and Dubai, the impressions and presence of
these cities are enhanced with buildings competing their unique
designs. After the investment is recovered, the building of unique
design will remain on the street as just a ruin. Thus, there will be
streets filled with ruins.

* With Designers'Strength

We must seek to formulate rules to create beautiful streetscapes.
What is important here is that the exterior designs of buildings are
part of a cityscape. We should recognize the need for some kind of
rules to upgrade public space designs in cities in Japan. A beautiful

section of Tokyo from an architectural viewpoint, such as
Daikanyama, has few points that we want to reduce. People know
places where the design quality is very high. | am confident that we
are capable to trigger greater opportunities to help people admire
high quality streetscapes.

George KURUMADO, architect, Director of Design Div., Takenaka Corp.

Evaluating Design Quality

* Citizen-friendly public design destroys cityscapes

The focus of my concern is the poor quality of public designs. It is a
problem that the central and local governments are not concerned
about the quality of designs. One example is the seat of a public
transportation system (Fig. 2). Government officers feel threatened
that public designs must be friendly to citizens since taxes are used
for them. As a result, childish, cartoon-like characters flood public
facilities and spaces.
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Another problem is the way "citizens'participation" takes place. One
example is the design for elevated station buildings for a railway
corporation which has reconstructed its railways on the overpass of
two-level crossings. The local municipality "invited contributions for
design" from elementary and junior high school children in the
locality. Behind this was the opposition among citizens to the
construction of the two-level crossings. Therefore, collecting
designs from children was one way of calming down their
complaints. Selected pictures were going to be retouched by
professional designers. However, we should remember that a
construction work has a long life and remains there for years. Is it
right to design public facilities in such an arbitrary manner?

| also wonder whether the government understands the difference in
design quality between inviting school children to paint pictures and
contracting professional designers and architects. Government officers
may consider this system to be an excellent way to invite to the

participation of citizens and to forge consensus, and in addition, to
save an expensive design fee. The government or public design
situation in Japan is actually like this. There is a problem that design
quality cannot be assured in the competitive market condition. | would
like to emphasize the need for us to advocate the value of design.
Kazuo TANAKA, environmental and product designer, President of GK
Design Group

Urban Development begins with citizens'consciousness
building.

* Construction Site Design ? ldentifying the Resources of a Town
Construction site design began around 2001 at construction sites at
many locations. It is intended to identify the characteristic and charm
of the site through the act of designing, and to make use of the
construction process as an information medium and a communication
tool between the owner of the building and people. (Fig. 3 and Fig.4)
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Fig. 3 Designed steel plate covering a roadwork site and the streets in Nihombashi

Fig. 4 Thinking Forest. Temporary hoarding of the construction site of the Fukutake Hall, a new school building for Interfaculty
Initiative in Information Studies, Tokyo University. Around 800 keywords relating to research were collected from professors
and students and are organically linked. Students paste on animal illustration stickers, and visitors paste on flower stickers

on the keywords they find interesting.
Fig. 5 Piazza Schiavone, Milan before construction.

Fig. 6 Piazza Schiavone, Milan after the construction. The plaza was divided into two sections by the central wall. The left

side is a wet area, and the right side a dry area.

Fig.6

* Urbanscapes as a result of people’s indifference and standardization

What | have realized while being involved in these projects is that
the historic flavor and characteristics of locations are lost by urban
redevelopment projects, and they are turned into homogeneous
urban sectors. Thanks to the advancement of construction
technology, and the higher quality of construction materials, similar
styles are duplicated all over the country.

Today, when diversity is guaranteed in all aspects, architectural
structures have become standardized as industrial products. Citizens
appear to have many choices, but in fact, they have very few choices.

* Democracy and Town Development ? Cases in Italy

Today's urbanscapes are created as a result of people's indifference, and
the lack of reflection of the values of people concerned to the plans
and designs. | would like to introduce a symbolic example that
democracy is in place in the field of public cityscapes. (Fig. 5 and Fig. 6)

This is Piazza Schiavone in the northern suburbs of Milan. In 2000, a
presentation on the redevelopment of this plaza was held as an open
forum. It was intended to be an opportunity to forge consensus, but
few citizens attended. Construction began in 2001 and was completed
in the spring of 2003. But in 2004, a major re-construction was
executed because of citizens'opposition to the just completed plaza.
This is a case that exemplifies people not showing any interest in
the redevelopment project at the planning stage on one hand, and
the municipality not really trying to forge a consensus, on the
other. This kind of process is common in Japan.

For public or private projects larger than a certain scale, a policy to
raise people's attention in the planning stage should be taken.
Public hearings only for stakeholders or only for the sake of
formality do not function well. Construction site design or
workshops can be effectively used to raise people's consciousness.
Ayumi HAN, urbanscape architect, President of Studio Han Design
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Panel Discussion -Public Aesthetics

* Is people's consciousness changing?

Coordinator Masayuki MORIGUCHI: In the forum last year, Mr. Sasaki
pointed out the signboard hung at the police outpost at the corner
of Sukiyabashi crossing in Ginza as a typical example of things to be
reduced. | heard that the signboard has disappeared recently. | feel
that something is changing about making cityscapes better.

Toshio SASAKI: That's right. | also feel that people's norm
consciousness is changing. It is worth giving voice to our opinions,
because our voice may be able to attract sympathizers to push
forward changes for the better.

George KURUMADO: When presenting architectural design
proposals, we say to our clients, "this design will be favored by the
public," by this an increasing portion of them have come to agree
on our proposals. If the owners of buildings understand that their

desire for profit can only be achieved when it is linked with public
benefit, cityscapes will become better.

MORIGUCHI: Mr. Tanaka sees that the government is not competent
to appreciate design quality. But | feel that by collecting pictures
from children, the government may intend to prevent citizens from
expressing their opinions.

TANAKA: Because government officers do not have good aesthetic
senses, this sort of phenomenon occurs. So, how to improve our
cityscapes is a problem of management.

Humans are often selfish, and seeking their own profit. For example,
if we suggest that all the facades be restored in a traditional
structure preservation district, a few owners would say, "we do not
have that much money, so | am going to demolish my house and
open a parking lot." Then we would say, "if you refurbish your shop,
this street will have higher value and more people will come to visit,
and your shop will continue to prosper even in the days of your
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grandchild." We show such owners successful cases, and usually they
can be convinced. We should define what the value is, though, we
should build up a mechanism to create the value of an area together
with the citizens there. The task is how to create such a mechanism.

MORIGUCHI: Ms. Han presented an impressive example in Milan.
Were only a limited number of citizens invited to attend the first
meeting to hear the plan to be explained?

Ayumi HAN: No, the information on the meeting was given to all,
like in Japan, by bulletin. But when citizens are indifferent, the local
government becomes reluctant to draw people's attention. Before
the reconstruction, the plaza was just an ordinary lawn park
between apartment houses. But when the construction was
completed, people realized that they didn't like it, and began to
take action against it. One thing | forgot to report was that the city
authority made partial changes on the original plan prepared by an

architect in order to make construction work easier. In the end, it
was hard to identify who was responsible for the final design.
SASAKI: The city authority officers may say that they have taken a
normal procedure by organizing a meeting and explaining the design,
and that they implemented the plan as there was no opposition.
Citizens, perhaps, might have considered that whatever procedures
had been taken, they did not like what had been constructed. Then,
they took action to demolish it. Here lies a great difference between
Italian and Japanese people. We, the Japanese, may become quiet if
the authority insists that it has taken due procedures.

* Design after reduction

MORIGUCHI: Ms. Han also said that urban redevelopment projects
end up resembling each other. Do you think there are methods to
present the uniqueness of a specific locality?

HAN: Citizens have a key role to reflect their affection for the place.
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Each plan should be more attentively prepared involving all
concerned. Currently, station front designs are all alike. Local
government officers visit places that are considered to be successful
designs and follow that model.

KURUMADO: | admit that we seek models for our assigned projects.
We conduct thorough research on similar projects and try to make a
better one. We also try to make our products reflect popular trends.
So, buildings from the same time may all resemble each other.
TANAKA: Government officers have a habit of following previous
examples. For functional matters such as transportation systems, it is
convenient to have commonality, but a landscape design should
reflect the distinctive characteristics of each locality. In the past
decade of economic recession in Japan, the government has spent too
little money for design. In other words, it is a crisis for designers to be
engaged in projects while considering to create valuable cityscapes.
SASAKI: Balancing diversity and unity is important. | am sure that

you will find an example of good balance in the hedges of Nerima
city in Tokyo. The houses are rich in variety but because of the unity
in the hedges, the streetscape here looks well coordinated.
Strangely enough, houses seen from over the hedges look very
charming and individual.

TANAKA: What is the fundamental principle of beauty? It is balance
between common factors and changing factors. It is classic value to
find beauty when changing factors are added to where common
factors dominate. Designers should consider this value as their basic
principle. Post modern design stresses diversity and changing factors,
which may result in chaos. That would not favorable for public designs.
MORIGUCHI: Public design should emphasize unity.

TANAKA: Yes. Unity should be the basic principle. However, the term
"unity" is not favored. People say that they don't like their rights to
be restricted, or that the government is going to prevent them from
making profit. But it is important for the government to push
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forward unity in design.

MORIGUCHI: Do you have any good methods in mind to invite
citizens to consider design process?

KURUMADO: First of all, we must propose excellent design plans.
There's no other way.

MORIGUCHI: In our Committee, some are in favor of announcing
the name of the designer involved in each project in order to draw
public attention to design, and to cultivate people's eye to design.
What do you think?

HAN: | work mainly for public projects. | can say that there is no
criterion to evaluate the work of designers. If the government is
truly concerned about landscapes or the beauty of the country, they
should establish a formal system of qualification and authorization
of designers should be authorized. People have a discerning eye. But
government officers are not positive to allocate budgets to design.
They are afraid of complaints from citizens about wasting

taxpayers'funds. They are afraid because they have never been
praised for what they have done. For example, the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport is conducting "voting" for unfavorable
things about road administration. But there is no "voting" for
favorable things. They should learn that citizens are pleased when
government officers do something good for the public.

From the floor

Floor: I am a civil engineer. | would like to ask Ms. Han about the park
in Milan. It would hardly happen in Japan to divide a park into two
parts, one dry and the other to be wet parts. We need environmental
assessment, and explanation to neighbors. Then, people would say
that they want to keep the existing greenery and that they don't see
necessity for change. So, | wonder why such a thing happened in
Milan, maybe, the designer was a powerful person.

To Mr. Tanaka, | would like to ask what is wrong with designs drawn
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by children.

To Mr. Kurumado, A city that can attract investment is a good idea.
Minato city in Tokyo has been redeveloping old districts to keep
these districts viable as business centers. However, the housing
district in Nerima city cannot be considered as an example of urban
development aimed to attract investment even though the value of
its neighborhood and houses might be heightened. What do you
think about this?

HAN: As you said, the architect of the park in Milan should be blamed
for his failure to understand the surrounding context. What is worse
is that the city office not only approved the architect's proposal but
also made changes to the design to make construction easier.
However, the citizens there said "No" to the new park after the
construction was completed. Here | find that democracy is in place.
Floor: | doubt that that is democracy. People there are just
irresponsible.

HAN: In Japan, there are many public facilities which have proven
unpopular after they were completed, such as parks with few users and
parks with possible danger of the occurrence of crimes. But Japanese
people usually keep quiet, at least publicly, or pretend to be indifferent.
TANAKA: | am not saying that children's paintings are not good, but |
am opposed to the way the city government had taken. Children draw
pictures full of their dreams. But a cityscape must be designed in
relation with the environment. Is it right to paint a railway facility in
seven rainbow colors? It is a problem to decide the design of a public
engineering work which has a long life with a children's painting.

KURUMADO: My point is not the need for urban development to
attract investment. As population is declining in Japan, people will
become choosy about the places they want to live in. Some towns
may be depopulated and become like ghost towns, because people
don't like to live there. When | say that no investment may be made
unless a town is attractive enough, | mean that a town without
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charm will not survive as a town.

Floor (SAKODA): | read a newspaper article about the removal of
the express highway above Nihombashi Bridge. But the
conceptional drawing at its completion showed a mediocre
waterside scene that | have seen somewhere before.

TANAKA: The most important part of the plan is to remove the
highway, and | am afraid that no serious consideration has been
paid as yet to landscape design after removing it.

KURUMADO: Someone should take full responsibility for the quality
of design, and invite the public for comments, so that open
discussions occur to proceed to the next stage.

TANAKA: Another factor for the mediocre design might be that the
fee paid was surprisingly low. People do not like to pay for
intellectual expertise or creativity, and design fees are too low.

MORIGUCHI: Mr. Kobayashi, could you give your comment as the
Chairperson of the Minus Design Committee?

Haruto KOBAYASHI: For the past five years, we have been discussing
the theme of the overflow of poor designs spoiling cityscapes.

Today, we had the general assembly of the Japan Institute of Design
(JD) right before this forum. We discussed our need for speaking
out, expressing the voices of Japan to the world. | would like to
consider steps to realize this.

| would like to invite Prof. Kobayashi to give his comments on the forum.

Masaya KOBAYASHI: | am glad to listen to enlightening speeches. |
would like to say a few words in relation to public philosophy. Mr.
Sasaki emphasized public spirit. His view is agreeable to me as |
think public aesthetic sense will develop only when individuals have
public spirit. In relation to Mr. Kurumado's speech, | gather thinkers
have struggled to overcome the conflict between profit and
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Editor's Note

concepts throughout history. We can hardly expect to give shape to
a concept and at the same time to obtain profit out of the product.
It is a challenge for designers to solve this difficult question. Ms.
Han's case about a park in Milan made me think about democracy.
A problem lies in that citizens did not voice their views in the
planning process. It is a question of how to raise their consciousness
before construction is executed. Mr. Tanaka's presentation on the
quality and maturity of design for public facilities was interesting.
In contemporary Japanese culture, maturity is not appreciated.
Youthfulness, of course, is admired, but the views and intelligence
of matured persons should also be appreciated, as we used to
evaluate them highly in the past. It is important to restore the
appreciation of maturity in thought and art. | consider that quality
is the core of public philosophy, therefore, it is important as a
concept as well as evaluating profit.

The best part of this forum was the keynote lecture by Prof. Masaya
Kobayashi. He gave us a clear, logical and systematic explanation
using the term of public philosophy as it relates to the subject that
we have been discussing and trying to clarify.

| learned that the JD general assembly resolved to express our
opinions outside the organization. We are going to advocate public
aesthetics showing concrete examples. We have just begun
preparing for it. (Masayuki Moriguchi)
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