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Environmental impact
Disunited roadside facilities/signs

vehicles not matching with the cityscape

Buildings with mediocre designs
Lowered effectiveness of
mass advertisements

Poor design of public structures
Poor design and functionality of
roadside facilities

Advertisements with gaudy expressions

Insufficient quality of designers
Lack of responsibile individuals

Loopholes and deficiency
in the system
Misapplication of design

TTERS Maddlesomness
Conpetitiveness Responsibility evasion by
Desires the management
OBJECTS
Waste Footpaths

Outdoor advertisements
Diverse structures/Industrial products

Announcements at
stations/tourist spots

Forest of Structures/signboards

Environmental impact

Forest of roadside facilities/signs

"What (objects, matters, spaces)do you want to reduce from the public realm?" JD Survey in September 2005(p.18)
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Background for "Minus Design"

our choice of the theme. These points should be addressed first.

The Japan Institute of Design, deploring the flood of displeasing and
disgusting designs, began studying designs that should be
eliminated from public scenes. The Committee was established to
examine the values behind these designs, worked to formulate the
criteria for good designs, and looked into the consumption society
filled with products and objects. The theme for study was titled
"Minus Design" implying unfavorable designs and the reduction of
them from public scenes. The need for this study emerged when JD
members deplored awkward designs of signboards along the
borders of towns.

The result of a survey on the perception of the public and the need
for reduction in designs revealed several points of excess, low quality
designs, and lack of perception on the public realm among individual
citizens, and in particular in the consciousness of those who are
involved in designing things and public spaces were the points behind

Masato ISAKA, JD executive director

Reduce surplusage

* Phenomena of excessiveness in a mature society

As Japan approaches a mature society, the need for the
improvement of its public environments is increasingly voiced. We
have realized that we can no longer seek functionality, economic
efficiency, and rationality in living, and that we need to change our
current lifestyles of consuming great amounts of resources and
energy to resource and energy saving lifestyles. We also need public
spaces to be able to facilitate interaction among individuals,
communities and organizations, and to reflect local natural and
cultural flavors. As we imagine better public spaces, we notice
various things that are "over abundant" in our present life.
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* Structural Reform of the Mutual Dependent Society

In his weblog, Toshio Sasaki of the Land Policy Research Institute,
introduces Yoshimichi Nakajima's book "Noisy Japan and Myself"
addressing noise pollution in Japan. Noise pollution does not simply
mean loud exclamatory announcements given at large stores inviting
consumers to buy merchandise. There are ceaseless "kind" and
"thoughtful" announcements and warnings in public scenes.
According to the author, however, Japanese people desire to hear
these announcements rather than finding them to be nuisances. Some
even complain if no announcement is made. It is true with excessive
traffic warnings and other signs in parks and roadsides. Once an
accident occurs, people and the media make complaints that there
was no warning sign or announcement. The author points out that
this lack of self-reliance results in excessive public announcements,
and suggests that individuals should become more self-reliant and
responsible citizens in order to reduce excessive warnings.

There is a sign of positive community movements occurring in some
localities where communities are working together to help
themselves. Most notable are efforts to relieve the victims of
natural disasters, and neighbourhood patrols to prevent crimes such
as kidnapping and burglaries instead of totally depending on the
public authorities. People involved are coming to distinguish
between individual self-help, community help and public
(governmental) help. To break away from a mutually dependent
society is a significant development that may lead to a serene
society without excessive signs and announcements.

* Revival of beautiful greenery on the archipelago

In the present affluent society, people began to seek their own reason
for living, spiritual satisfaction, happiness, etc. in their life. In other
words, importance in life is given to quality rather than quantity.

Our work of landscaping is to create green spaces, and is an organic
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work based on the technique of dealing with plants. | am confident
that our landscapes will become the core in social capital
development. In this aspect, | place a great expectation on the
effective implementation of the commonly called three Landscape
and Greenery Acts. | wish we could restore our land by creating
green-based spaces with the flavors of traditional art and culture of
Japan. By mobilizing people's wisdom and techniques for this effort,
we may be able to revitalize our economic activities.

* Challenges of public spaces in the future

Public spaces should not be designed by designers alone but with
citizens' participation. Mechanisms are necessary to reflect citizens'
life and their views in the design. It is important to bear in mind
that the beauty of a public space would be created from the history
of citizens living in the natural settings and man-made structures.
Designers should share their view on the beauty of public spaces.

Add modern elements on the traditional public space designs to
build a new tradition to convey to coming generations.

"Minus Design" will present an indispensable concept to control
public spaces. | would like to make the following suggestions for
better public spaces.

1) Launch a campaign to reduce billboards with a motto that
excessive billboards will mean a disgrace to the nation.

2) Designate a model district in which construction projects will be
controlled for the sake of beauty of the space.

3) Demonstrate beautiful public spaces to the public with models.
4) Establish an urban design sector within local governments
following the example of the Yokohama city government.

5) Strengthen human resource training in general to develop
individuals who can appreciate the quality of designs.

Haruo KOBAYASHI, Tokyo Landscape Architects, inc.
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Hard-to-recognize road signboards and ugly roadscapes

| often drive when | travel in Europe, and | can easily arrive at my
destinations wherever | go even when | am going for the first time.
Upon returning to Japan, | find it difficult to reach my destinations.
A difference is found in the road guideboards at intersecting and
diverting points. On signboards in Europe, many places are listed
together with the numbers of national and local roads (Fig. 1).
Guideboards in Japan only list one or two places, and some indicate
the road names that are less known than place names.

It should be the essential responsibility of the traffic road
administration to improve the traffic environment to help drivers
and pedestrians reach their destinations easily.

Traffic signs in Japan are not recognizable either. Problems are that
there are too many signs and that their locations are inappropriate.
Three or four signs are attached to one pole, and time restrictions
and vehicle restrictions are written in small letters below. In some

cases, tree branches hide these signs, and some are installed in a
dark place below an elevated railway (Fig. 2).

* Unlimited motorcar traffic in Japan

In Japan, vehicles are allowed to enter even in crowded places. As a
result, pedestrians are forced to walk up and down an overpass or
an underpass (Fig. 3). Elderly and handicapped people also have to
go up and down. Because of the outdated Railway Track Act,
tramcars have their course obstructed by motorcars and are unable
to display their strength.

There are many people who do not drive a car. Further, considering
the environmental problems, it is now time for us to break away
from being overly dependent on motorcars. Drivers should first
become aware of this, of course, and the government should
promote the process of reform to encourage this movement.
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* Signs with loud colors destroying landscapes

Another defect of Japanese roads is that they are ugly. The central
lines and No-Passing lines on the roads are indicated with white
dotted and full lines in Europe. In contrast, Japanese roads are
colorful. A central line is white, a No-Overtaking line is yellow, and a
No-Parking line is red (Fig. 4). These colors are painted on the road.
On top of them, there are various signboards. At some crossroads,
there are signboards saying "STOP HERE" in words besides the stop
sign of an inverted red triangle. | cannot help feeling that the
traffic authority is telling, "In case an accident occurs, it is not our
fault, as we are warning drivers with all these media." This attitude
of evading responsibility may lead to a forest of signboards.

There are also many displeasing private-sector signboards.
Signboards for parking lots, for example, are made showy with
bright colors to be conspicuous in tourist cities that should be
careful about landscapes (Fig. 5).

* Trucks running for advertisement

Trucks and buses can be classified as means of public transportation.
Therefore, they should be considered as part of a townscape. Recent
ad-wrapped buses in large cities are too much commercialized and
spoiling cityscapes. Advertisements painted on the bus body cause bus
users confusion as they try to identify which bus they should take.
There is a new type of truck called "Ad-truck" which is affecting
cityscapes (Fig. 6). Nothing is loaded on the platform but advertising
board. Trucks like this are running around in downtown districts
adding to the problems of light, sound and exhaust gas pollution.
We need to reduce excessive numbers of caution signs and
advertisements, and to outgrow our dependence on motorcars. If
we were to realize these two, roads in Japan would become more
comfortable to drive.

Masayuki MORIGUCHI, automobile journalist
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From Design of "Subtraction” to that of "Addition"

- Why is there a needed to "add" to public designs?

* What is "public" and what is demanded in public design?

Once a massive scale disaster occurs, living environments as well as
social environments are destroyed. People will seek a means to survive.
Securing places for individuals and families to stay safely will become
the first priority. People's consciousness and behavior for cooperation
in such a situation may be defined as "public consciousness" and the
contents of support to encourage people to put the consciousness into
being may be defined as "public design." It is unfortunate that public
designs today have forgotten this basic concept.

* "The role of the public service is to help meet individuals'
desires in an arena for people.” Is it true?

People want a more convenient and comfortable life. Businesses
offer products and services that stimulate consumers' greater

desires. The public agencies also aim to gain greater satisfaction
from users. Politicians who strove to have Shinkansen stations to
their constituencies, and who used an Internet business owner in
their election strategy are examples that served to stimulate the
desires of individuals.

*'The public" that exists between the state and citizens

"The public" is an entity that exists around our private life to support
our life. It is an organizational and functional concept and a social
unit, as well. It is also a component unit for a country. We, citizens,
are linked with the public, and the public is connected with the
country, which is related with the world. When the consciousness
and behavior of each citizen is linked with a desirable state of the
public, it eventually may lead to the realization of the desirable state
of the world. It is the theory of "hierarchy" by Arthur Koestler that
explains these connections. Arthur Koestler says in his "The Ghost in
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the Machine" that every system and the whole universe are
structured with the principle of hierarchy. He introduces a concept
called "holon" and explains the roles that all elements in the world
should perform with this concept. According to Koestler, "holon" is a
self-complete, independent unit that comprises the whole
harmoniously so that the whole can perform its function, such as
organs to a living thing, and cells to an organ. The entire hierarchy
can be shown as atoms < molecules < small organs within a cell <
cells < organs < individuals (persons) < families < society (the public)
< country < the earth < the solar system < the Galaxy.

The purpose of each stratum is to help its upper stratum to perform
its due functions. The question here is how we consider "the public”
taking into account this purpose.

* Citizens exerting influence on the public environment
Decorating houses with light is in fashion around Christmas time.

There seems to be two intentions to do so. One is a decoration to
share the pleasure of Christmas with others. The other is a
decoration to satisfy one's inclination to self-display. For a couple
years conspicuous decorations increased such as glittering big trees
or houses as a whole. It would be terrible if such decorations spread
to the whole town.

When individuals' thoughts and desires conform to the norm of the
society, actions or objects in the public arena as the manifestation
of their desires can create a favorable social and public
environment. In contrast, if they are against the desirable direction
of a society, they will do harm to the society. The same thing can be
said to the relation between the public and the state.

It must be said that the actions of politicians mentioned before are
negative actions that the "state" which is "the public as a holon" for
society conducted for "society" and "citizens" that are both
members of the state.
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Can we, after having enjoyed satisfying individual desires in
peaceful Japan, perform the role of holon? | would propose that we
should add the element of holon in our daily life instead of waiting
to think about it in a state of emergency.

Kenji MORIE, professor, Musashino Art University

Designs that ignore the character of a space

* Results of the hierarchic axis and designs seeking economic
effects

The Japanese society after WWII was supposed to develop on the
premise of respecting individual personalities and rights. This ideal
has been twisted in the 60 years of monopolistic governance under
one ruling party favoring economic activities centered on company
interests and collaboration among the industry, government and
academia. However, as a result of efforts to maximize economic

efficiency, people are now faced with the tyrannical activities of
financial capitals, the depletion of natural resources on the earth,
the deterioration of urban environments, the destruction of human
relations, the failure of physical and mental functions, the expansion
of the gap between the rich and the poor, and the low fertility.

* Do not allow the arrogance of public designs

What is required of us today is to oppose people who assert that
they have done good for the public, in the field of urban design,
those who designed (or depended on the public authorities to
obtain orders to design) government buildings, roads, traffic
networks, rivers, plazas, parks, cultural facilities, bridges, stadiums,
amusement facilities, shopping centers.

Every place has a specific character as a space or a landscape
developed through its history. The Seto inland sea with many
islands was beautiful. It had a kind of dignified character as a
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seascape. What broke this rare design of islands and waves was the
construction of the three huge bridges connecting the mainland
and Shikoku island (Fig. 7).

A historic space also has a specific character. Hiroshima Peace Park
is an example (Fig. 8). A tragedy in Hiroshima took a toll of 70,000
people instantly and 140,000 people within the year, and left more
than 300,000 survivors with various troubles. Being aware of it,
both Isamu Noguchi and Kenzo Tange designed the monumental
structures taking motifs of historic artifacts in order to give the
space a dignified character of eternity. Nevertheless, latter
generations have destroyed the sacred character of the space by
surrounding it with ugly buildings. Paying little attention to the
character of a place is a problem that should not be overlooked in
public design in Japan today.

Kuniaki TAMURA, Chugoku Hakuhodo Inc.

"Minus Design" from a townscape perspective

"Minus Design" is an attempt to upgrade our living environment by
removing unfavorably designed things from towns. As an architect, |
wonder how many existing structures can pass a screening. A city
developed when a nation reaches the culmination of its development
represents the aesthetics of the nation. Does Tokyo represent
Japanese aesthetics? Fig. 9 shows a scene around Shimbashi station,
which is a typical cityscape in Tokyo. Is it attractive from a universal
standard? In the Fig. 10, building sites are painted black. It helps to
understand how people's eyes perceive a city space. They go into
privately owned spaces. As such, a cityscape is created by the totality
of designs of each land lot.

The cityscape at present reflects the idea that we can design private
premises in anyway we wish. This can be said not only of private
landowners but also governmental and other public authorities.
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* Economic supremacy and "conspicuous” designs

Architectural designs in large cities are aiming to standout from the
rest reflecting a profit-first business policy. In addition, traffic signs,
advertisements and other decorations compete to catch people's
attention.

Who will control arbitrary designs in the entirety? Who will maintain
the level of designs in cities? Cities innately have developed
spontaneously, therefore, they are hardly controlled unilaterally by a
higher entity. Loose rules provided by the government and the
qualification system for relevant professionals are expected to play due
roles. But the final judges are all participants in a city environment.
Their evaluation is a key yardstick for comfortable city life.

* Upgrading the abilities of relevant professionals for better
cityscapes
For better cityscapes, the consciousness of designers should be

raised and the qualification system of professionals should be
improved as short-term solutions, and the introduction of design
education at school as a long-term solution.

Compared to other countries, the ratio of successful applicants for
first-class registered architects is higher in Japan. Architects are
supposed to compromise public interests and personal interests of
owners which often are in conflict, and find a solution to please
both parties. The professional qualification of architect should be
given upon rigid examination to those who, in addition to
knowledge and techniques, are highly motivated and able to do so.
Then, architects can become professionals who will be respected
equally as medical doctors and lawyers.

Design ability and the ability to appreciate good designs should also be
developed as a basic education to upgrade the quality of city designs.
Jouji KURUMADO, Takenaka Corporation
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Desire to live in a beautiful town

* Principles of citizens' happiness

The disorderly alignment of buildings and houses, ugly signboards,
man-made beaches, and advertisements in the fields and mountains
are spoiling city and rural landscapes in Japan. People's indifference
in the public realm and apathy to ugly designs may underlie this fact.

In a broader sense of the public realm, the exteriors of houses as
private properties and buildings or shops for business activities should
have a certain level of beauty as elements of a cityscape (Fig. 11).
Displeasing designs are rampant in the public buildings, spaces and
structures of the national and local governments. Much is
attributed to the lack of aesthetic senses in officers in charge. To
prevent this from happening, a mechanism to reflect citizens' voices
should be established, and a landscape preservation ordinance
should be formulated to examine applications for construction.

For a fundamental solution, however, a completely new concept

should be introduced in urban planning and natural environmental
preservation. That is the principle of citizens' pursuit of happiness.

* Public designs to be removed or reduced

A. Displeasing, hard-to-identify, and hard-to-use designs:

Traffic signs, guideboards in general should employ pictograms
rether than letters. Signs for public structures should be
recognizable at sight, including signs for municipal offices, city
halls, stations, police stations, etc.

B. Excessive and ugly designs: Decorations on guardrails,
pedestrians' overpasses, elevated railways, etc (Fig. 12).
Authoritative designs such as black and white police cars should be
changed into lighter and soft colors.

C. Designs inductive ugliness: Drying clothes on the verandahs of multiple
residential buildings (Fig. 13). The use of dryers should be encouraged.
Tomoko INUKAL, critic
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What do you want to reduce from the public realm?
Opinion survey among JD members, September 2005
A questionnaire was sent to JD members asking what they want to
reduce from the public realm and how it can be done.

Noriji SATO professor, Ritsumeikan University

<Billboards in Kyoto>

The billboards restrictions in Kyoto are not rigidly enforced. The
designated districts are traditional districts with temples and shrines
and their surrounding neighbourhoods, and restrictions are observed
only in these areas to maintain traditional cityscapes. The districts
protected by cityscape preservation ordinances are distributed in
patches. There are many examples of bright and showy
advertisements. This occurs because the ordinances can be interpreted
differently.

People's concern about cityscapes does not appear to be strong.

Therefore, educational activities and concrete actions are needed to
help citizens to become aware of the need for restricting billboards
and to support the city authority to enforce relevant ordinances.

Hiroshi SANO CEO, Moss Design Laboratory Inc., creative director

1) Utility poles and wires

The need for laying them underground is obvious, and the question
is prioritizing a budgetary allocation to realize this.

2) Overpasses and 3) Guardrails

Both were devised as makeshift measures to protect pedestrians in
the process of rapid motorization under the policy to give
advantage to motorcars over pedestrians. If a city were to become a
highly civilized city, roads for pedestrians and for motorcars should
be separated. This would enable designers to design cities by adding
instead of subtracting, and they could feel a sense of pleasure from
their work.
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Tsuneo YAMAOKA executive, MARUWA SHOMEI (Lighting)
<Lighting on the streets, roads and plazas>

The luminance of city lights and the installation of light poles along
roads, streets, plazas and other public spaces are regulated by the
Road Lighting Standards (JISZ9111) and the Road Lighting Fixtures
Installation Standards by the Ministry of Land and Transportation. The
standards for lighting on streets, parks and plazas where people pass
are set by the JISZ9110 regulations. However, public environments in
general have been changed since the time these standards were
established. Further, more efficient energy-saving apparatuses have
been devised, and diverse light sources have become available. Roads
and streets have been made with too many poles with lamps at a
high position. At least lighting on the streets and plazas should be
given higher luminance for the sake of safety. The existing standards
should be considered as only serving as yardsticks.

Seiichi MIZUNO Prsisent, Institute of Marketing Architecture Co.,
Ltd., social producer

<Billboards along highways and railways>

Billboards along the road and railways are damaging beautiful rural
landscapes. They appear to be useless things. Paying consideration
to maintain the beauty of nature must be a point of pride with
people who respect culture. The solution is simple. Prohibit all
billboards.

Masakazu TANIGUCHI President, Japan Life Design Systems,
marketing consultant

1. Eliminate differences in floor levels in airports, stations and ports
to allow wheelchair users to move with ease.

2. Eliminate differences in the heights of buildings within a district
by regulating their height for the designated district.

3. Remove bicycles left or abandoned by owners at parking places
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and roadsides

4. Remove billboards on the top of buildings

5. Remove billboards on the exterior walls of buildings by showing
them collectively through specified media

6. Prohibit the entrance of motorcars into station squares by
promoting Park and Ride lots in order to turn the station squares
into greenery.

7. Remove garbage bins at street corners

Kazuo TANAKA executive, GK Sekkei Inc., environmental designer
<Pasted Notices>

Pasting information notices and advertisements on the mailboxes,
automatic ticket gates, and the exterior bodies of trains is an act of
misappropriation of public properties by the managers disregarding
environmental design. Pasting notices on mailboxes is against a law
regulating outdoor advertisements. JD must give warning to such

"unconscious crimes" and bring to accountability the public
corporations that have lost their sense of public responsibility. We
would like to launch an advocacy activity to spread "public
consideration" in public spaces.

Machi SHIOYA GK Design Group Inc.

| define the public realm as places, things and events that are
shared by a number of people.

Advertisements on the bodies of Metropolitan buses frightened me
at first. | can hardly distinguish public buses from tourist buses until
they arrive at bus stops.

Young women making up in a train and people talking over mobile
phones in public places are also public nuisances. The noise of
women walking in high-heeled sandals as if beating the floor or
walking on the iron steps of an escalator is also a public nuisance.
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Kozo YAMADA President, Design Soken Hiroshima, industrial
designer

Toward "Design of Control”

Therefore, restrictions are imposed on individual parts such as
outdoor advertisements, electric cables and utility poles, automobiles
and other industrial products, buildings, unclean public offices and
stations, complicated roads, noise and odor, waste and garbage, etc.
The increase in objects reflects the growing desires of consumers, and the
economic system that has grown by responding to satisfy these desires.
Behind excessive advertisements and complicated social structures are
economic principles based on uncontrollable human desires.

In order to basically control excessiveness, a new spirit, or a value
system that can overcome the power of economy is required.
Changing from economy-first civilization-oriented values to culture-
oriented values will provide the source for "design of control." To
forge our new cultural values, we need to learn from our history,

and share aesthetics with our forefathers.

Yoichi SUMITA industrial designer

<Reckless advertisements on the bodies of JR trains>

The color system of trains of Japan Railways was developed as the sign
system indicating lines with colors for the convenience of passengers.
It was a creative and decent system for a public transportation service
corporation. Painting advertisements on the bodies of trains that
began some years ago overturned this system. It is a reckless act. It is
like the railway corporation using public properties for obtaining
income from advertisements. The conflict between economic desire
and common sense will become more serious and affect people's
sentiments and culture in various ways.

Shigeru USUI graphic designer
| consider anything outside my house is public.
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The first thing that catches my eye while walking on the streets is an array
of utility poles. But even if we redesign the shape of utility poles, or even
if we use transparent electric cables, cityscapes will not become better.
The second thing is the flood of signboards. Even if each one is
designed beautifully, signboards and banners affect a cityscape as
soon as they are installed. Designing train and bus bodies or buildings
to be conveniently used as advertisement media from the beginning
will not give a solution, either. | pay a due fare to take a train, but
when | see an advertisement on the train body, | feel threatened that
| am not paying the fare duly. | give a question mark to building walls
giving messages like a huge TV screen, regardless of the quality of the
contents of messages. In particular, their sound levels should be
controlled as we have no means to protect ourselves from noise.

The key phrases for "Minus Design" will be "design of serenity" and
"silent design" (both in audio and visual designs).

Keiko TORIGOE professor, University of the Sacred Heart,
soundscape design

<Too much noise in the name of service to the public>

| define the "public realm" as space that many people use.

1) Recorded announcements repeated at train stations to draw
passengers' attention for the sake of accident prevention

This may be considered as a means to evade responsibility in case of
accident.

2) Music and announcements given in National Parks, and other parks
It may mean a kind service for the managers to play music at the
platform to enjoy a panoramic view. But they should know that
visitors want to listen to the sound of nature.

3) Repeated explanations at temples, shrines and other tourist spots
Devices should be prepared only for those who need explanations.
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"What (objects, matters, spaces) do you want to reduce from the
public realm?" JD Survey in September 2005

The replies about "objects" to be reduced are divided into two
categories: "low quality" aesthetically and functionally judged with
one's subjective yardstick, and "excess" in number and scale which
can be judged objectively.

Regarding "matters," the background behind the need for reduction
can be inferred by noting the relation between supply and
acceptance. The problems about "spaces" can be understood as an
aggregation of excessive objects and matters.

The vertical axis in the chart (P.1) shows "low quality" and "excess"
and the horizontal axis "freedom" by laissez-fair administration and
"control” by the government etc. Each quadrant suggests measures
to be taken. Quadrant 1 "Control and Low Quality" requires the
revision of the requlations and proper evaluation of design.
Quadrant 2 "Freedom and Low Quality" contains things whose
suppliers need to be motivated to change their values to create the
values of public benefits. If suppliers do not seem to change their
values in Quadrant 3 "Freedom and Excess," requlations should be
imposed. Suppliers in Quadrant 4 "Control and Excess" may easily
approve to change their designs given a right direction. However,
clarification needs to be made as to the division of responsibilities
and processes to be taken. (Ayumi Nanjo)
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Editor's Note

There seems to be two ways of designing. One is adding elements.
Consumers are pleased when a convenient function is added. So,
manufacturers add more functions. As they compete with one
another to add functions, the market will be filled with similar
products.

It is more accountable for the national and local governments to
use taxes for visible things. Thus, public facilities have increased.
There are sufficient numbers of them, but as budgetary allocations
are made, more facilities are added. Planning and designing are
commissioned to design offices, and they combine their limited
ideas and repertories to design structures. As a result, similar
facilities abound in the country. There are a few facilities of
miserable design that claim to express local characteristics. They
say proudly that they are the products of workshops in which local

people participated. The governments should design how to better
use tax payers' money.
The other is subtracting elements, or at least, not adding any more
elements. Utility poles are typical elements that spoil a cityscape.
Laying them under the ground may easily obtain public approval.
Streams and moats have been covered and turned into trails and
playgrounds. But it was sludge at the bottom and odors that
should have been removed, rather than getting rid of waterside
pleasure and memories of playing in the water. Express highways
invade into city centers, divide a city and spoil a cityscape. | now
hear voices that the express highway above the Nihombashi Bridge
should be removed just like the one in the center of Seoul, Korea.
(Yukio Sakoda)
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