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Keynote Dialogue: What is advanced in Hiroshima -
Water, City and Mobility

Takashi HIRAOKA, former mayor of the City of Hiroshima
Kenji EKUAN, chairman of Japan Institute of Design
Akio NISHIKIORI, (moderator)

*Hi-ro-shi-ma

NISHIKIORI (moderator): Tell us how you are related to Hiroshima.
HIRAOKA: Hiroshima written in Chinese characters, to me, is my
permanent address in the birth registry book. Hiroshima in
Katakana (phonetic character used for foreign words) symbolizes
the A-bomb, A-bomb victims, and peace. Written in Hiragana
(phonetic characters), Hiroshima gives me a nostalgic hometown
feeling.

| was a newspaper reporter when | was involved in the A-bomb
problems, and later, as the mayor, in promoting peace. The history
and experience of Hiroshima as an A-bomb victimized city are
always present in my mind.

EKUAN: We lived in Tokyo during the war, but my family moved to
Hiroshima to escape from air raids on Tokyo. | was in Yamaguchi
prefecture when the war ended. On the way back to Tokyo, | got off
at Hiroshima to see my family. It was miserable. | never forget the
depressed feeling.

To me, Hiroshima symbolizes two different feelings. One is sorrow,
simply because | lost my family by the explosion. The other one is
illusive beauty. Some days after the disaster, | arrived at Hiroshima
station at the twilight time. The whole city was lit by the setting sun,
and colored in madder. It was so beautiful, just as though hell had
turned into paradise.
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*View on Water and Nature

HIRAOKA: It is often said that water and green give charm to a city.
For the people of Hiroshima, water reminds us of people who died
crying for water to drink right after the explosion. Green also has a
special meaning to us. When the city became a burnt ground,
survivors were so depressed. In the following year, green grass
began to bud out, and gave people strong encouragement to live.
So, green here has a special implication, and is not only a tool for
landscaping.

EKUAN: | visited Hiroshima after Makurazaki typhoon, and the city
was flooded up to the level of my shoulder. The water was horrible
and looked like a devil at that time. But when the water ebbed, the
river became clear again. So, when | think about water in
Hiroshima, deadly scenes and images of beauty come to my mind.
Hiroshima city is thus destined to control floods once it rains even

though people can enjoy living with rivers.

*Man-made City on the Bountiful Sea

EKUAN: | can recall that the area where Hiroshima city is located
used to be part of the sea. Another famous city on the sea is Venice
in Italy. The people who built the city appear to have reproduced
the natural settings of their hometowns with mountains and
forests, and even rivers and lakes on the sea.

We may entertain a sense of sinfulness if we destroy nature to build
a new town, but in the case of Hiroshima, there was no nature to
destroy. Rather, people constructed waterways and planted trees to
build the city of Hiroshima.

HIRAOKA: City development may suggest making something like
nature. We seek real nature, but we make and manage pseudo-
nature.

EKUAN: For example, the water in the moat of the Hiroshima Castle
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is artificial. However, when we take a walk along it, we feel
refreshed. The water in the pond of the Shukkei-en Garden, it is also
artificial. | personally do not like the fountain in the Peace
Memorial Park. It is too lonely. | would like to have plenty of water
so that people can realize the beauty of water. You can build
waterways alongside 100-meter wide roads and other roads in
Hiroshima, so that people can have a feel of water any time.
HIRAOKA: The history of Hiroshima city is that of struggle against
water. Floods frequently occurred and houses were washed away.
Riverbanks, dams and flood controlling channels have been built
and we no longer have to worry about disaster now. In turn, we
began to draw water to unnecessary places, so that we can live near
water. We came to feel the need to be near water.

*Trams and Emerging Cityscape

NISHIKIORI: Mobility is an essential element in a city, and it is now

time for Hiroshima to reconsider it.

HIRAOKA: Thinking about Japanese society from now, we must
consider the convenience for elderly people to travel. We cannot
depend on motorcars for intra-city transportation. What can be
alternatives? We must use streetcars, bicycles, or devise some safe
means that are electricity driven and run at slow speed.

In Hiroshima, one railway company has been providing streetcar
and bus services in place of the municipal government. We need
consensus among our citizens on what other transportation means
would be applied.

EKUAN: We need to consider the need of mobility fundamentally.
Mobility in the aged society is essential. The streetcar is excellent, so
we need to consider it as the basic means for intra-city
transportation, and find its advantages and disadvantages. The speed
is slow and we can see the town and we can memorize the landscape.
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If a streetcar runs along a river, we can enjoy the view of river.
HIRAOKA: | agree. Then, we may consider connecting a streetcar
with water transportation.

EKUAN: As a designer, | want to see new, small and light trams with
a sense of transparency. Water and streetcars will go together well.
*Mobility to Create New Culture

NISHIKORI: What do you think of the future of Hiroshima city?
HIRAOKA: We have emphasized industrial development but in the
future we have to place greater weight on the living environment
for people to help young families to raise children with a sense of
security and elderly people live without worries. The greatest
problem is how employment opportunities can be secured in such
an environment.

EKUAN: Hiroshima city so far has been a city of consumption. But in
the future, it has potential to grow as a city of cultural production.

You can invite opera and other theaters, research institutes of
universities, and so on. For that to happen, the city should have a
more comfortable and beautiful environment, equipped with better
mobility. Culture produces economic values. So | hope that
Hiroshima will be equipped with culturally creative machinery with
economic potential.

HIRAOKA: A city is a product of citizens, the municipal office and
business corporations. People's views on nature and history will be
reflected. | am sure we can develop a culture-oriented Hiroshima.

Takashi HIRAOKA, chairman of Chugoku Cultural Collaboration
communication Co-ordination / former mayor of the City of Hiroshima
Kenji EKUAN, chairman of Japan Institute of Design
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Speech of Panelists

Report 1 : Intra-city Transportation for Linkage and City
Development - A French Case

*A modern city is segmented.

| brought with me a hypothesis with "linkage" as a keyword in
relation to city development and transportation.

The basic principle of science and technology from which modern
cities are benefited, is a process to reduce things to elements and
restructure them to meet a specific purpose and to make a new
thing. The new thing does not function at all if it is applied for
different purposes. Modern cities are segmented into many sectors
that are not connected with one another even though they seem to
be integrated. Therefore, the keyword "linkage" is very important.
Recently in France, towns are full of young couples and their
children. A city should be consisting of wealthy and not wealthy

people, and a mix of young and old people. This is a weak point of
present-day Japan. Another point is a transportation problem. A
city innately is the center of culture, administration and commerce.
People live there and people come there from outside. Therefore, a
city offers a place for people to meet and interact. It is important
for them to walk. The designing of Japanese cities has not taken
into account that people would walk, and public transportation
systems have not been developed to help people reach their
destinations on foot. In large cities, subways and other public
transportation systems are well developed, but even so, there is
much to be improved.

Residential quarters in the city center can "link spaces." Unless
people live in the center, the city will be divided. There should be
social support to allow people from all walks of life to live in the
city center. In France, the provision of public houses is the answer.
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In all urban redevelopment projects, 25 percent of the project site is
allocated to public housing.

To "link time" means the conservation of historic districts. In
modern cities, spaces and buildings with historical memories have
tended to be neglected and destroyed.

* Intermediary means of transportation connecting major means
For the past two decades or so, Japan has not been able to reconcile
our relations with motorcars. Cars are occupying city spaces, and
divide cities. They tend to exclude other means of transportation. As
we have developed motorcar-centered cities, we have few
alternative means to walking and to riding a car. The administrative
authorities for pedestrians, bicycles, motorcars and public
transportation systems are different, and coordination and linkage
among them are not successfully managed. Therefore, linking roads
and public spaces in a city for better utilization of them is another

keyword. For this, concerned parties should be linked, including
different administrative bodies, and the administrative bodies and
city dwellers.

An important thing is that people live in the city center. In Paris,
even you build an office building, you have to offer a certain space
for residential spaces (Fig.1).

For transportation, greater variations should be introduced, such as
rent-a-cycles, car sharing, subways, trams, buses, shared taxies and
mini-buses. These means of transportation should be introduced in
accordance to the conditions of respective cities. Water
transportation means can also be used as part of a transportation
network.

Along the well-established street structure in Paris (Fig.2), 100
kilometer-long bicycle lanes have been built in two years. The lane
was designated on the footpath, a part of a street was allocated
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only to bicycles, or the existing bus lanes were opened to bicycles.
At the crossroad of a bus and bicycle lane (Fig.3), bicycles are
allowed to come in front of a bus as they have faster initial speed.
Such detailed rules are provided in order to smoothen the traffic. It
is difficult for such a thing to happen in Japan, because we tend to
consider it dangerous to allow bicycles to run on roadways. But we
must introduce such a system in the future in some places.

* Linking public transportation systems

Almost all city centers in Europe have districts only for pedestrians,
even so there are some people who need to use some types of
vehicles. Now, robot-type walking aids are being devised that will
help elderly people or people with heavy luggage. EU is providing
designers with a budgetary allocation, so, there will be new walkers'
aids in two year's time.

The rent-a-cycle system is a system to place bicycles for free use

within a city, so that people can move without using a car or bus.
The use of a Rikisha-type taxi is spreading all over the world.

The car-sharing system began by friends sharing the use of a car.
Now in some towns in Germany, a community possesses a car for
common use, and individuals do not possess their own cars.

There are trams with tires (Fig.4). In Bordeaux, a tram without an
aerial conductor is going to be operated toward the end of 2003
(Fig.5) considering the townscape. Electricity is fed from the bottom.
It has already been several years since, Zurich, Switzerland
introduced a system combining car-sharing and trams. Bicycles and
baby buggies can be brought in on trams and buses (Fig.6.7). Trams
and buses are connected to smoothen transfer and their
management and their design images are unified.

* Pedestrians and motorcars co-exist in harmony.

Nante in France limits the speed of all vehicles in the historic
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district of the city to 30 km per hour (Fig.8), because they thought
that motorcars can coexist with pedestrians if they run at low
speed. Thus, the whole city is perceived as one space. With this
speed limit, the former walkers' only districts can be opened to
motorcars. By reducing the speed of motorcars, different sections of
a city hitherto having been separated by them are now linked, and
now motorcars, pedestrians, bicycles and public transportation
means are coexisting in the city. This is called "redistribution of the
use of city spaces” in France and also in Britain.

The same system is applied in Amsterdam and Dijon. (Fig.9 and 10).
It is difficult to introduce to Japan, because people will say it is
dangerous.

* An image of a town with which various types of people share a
sense of unity.

In Lyon, motorcars are not excluded totally but their use is

discouraged in the center of the city. The city has abundant
underground parking spaces and there are ample squares and parks
opened to pedestrians above the ground. City squares are said to be
gearboxes in a city, which is interesting. In this industrial city, the
improvement of public spaces and apartment complexes for low-
incomeworkers in the suburbs is going on. In order to give a unified
image, the same design is applied to the street furniture and
pavement. Thus, people living in the center and in the suburbs now
feel that they are citizens of Lyon. This is a good example of
unifying a city through the housing and public space improvement
project.

Shin'ichi MOCHIZUKI, President, ATELIER URBAN DESIGN
INTERNATIONAL INC.




Special Issue

SRiTT I
() L B RxET
RERHERER

LR—bK 2
IN=10Yi €220 1 ih= ']
e L [

NTOFERE EBEERE

HARDNNE BHAISSEN F TIEAA LR
WETILETH. k&S NITHAZH-
720 LCwE L7 Figll (FF# FEA)
BHAEBO T TOBLY) T 2D LH
W AED FIZAD o 100 5 )1 T 2
ZLTWTENEAALRTHLE W) Z
EDN W HE TN AT TWE L7,

IREDINE.5TEH Y EH5WET
ETHOWVES ENTHIETHHA &5 ED
Bilio L) ITIJNEECERAL LWL OT
ERY R N N A s Nl YA = =T
2B E W R H - T THEORE
W& CBENITATE T L 72 ORI,
MR- TIN5 2 EDMTED
Ho TTHINERA L WEBSTWTE L7,

IRET A Y 3—ROBNERBIDEC) T4 - FHAV R ERD

F 72 IR IR 2 W 2 KSR T
W S THRIEEAZ VR S D5
STVEFTTIWVIIRE V) DI
WHEZTOTC EZ 2N &5
TTLATTRAMBHTL Db h b7
W Jll L) DFIEF iAo 722w )
ENghd ) £9,

SEL T Z 2N OfEED H B

SN SUREBDINL K & B\ ITKIZ
LB EREZTAHAL) LRV
FTAETINATH) T hbbFEriEs
ZLIZDWTALEZTAET,

L) DI ) ~NELATTH,
0] 2 9 1ZIE0E ) HRAFHIT T B v )
ODFENTT AR ZEIZIED & =
T HUZPED LT Lo NS A B
LV BEDDH - T ZINFEL BN
AT ENDEATTINEES 2T D
WZI3E S EROFHI2 BT H LK
EBILORLMHFTE V)KL T
DT HITT VD D7ZE ) FIG
MBHYFE L7

Figl2 (&K TEA 1) & SFRIRIEAS
HER7ZREDH D TT ZOFELE T,
ZOREERPEZIN S ) 1T A 7 &) &

BLETJRETH 22 CUIFEENL
HEZR & DB WA E D HERDFT 5. F
IN) Ko &) LIBEDONI D DR
EWVIDORH ST T NE LS EEES
IMMITE L L)AL WhER &
WD FEALFR L TT BV AL S
B2 E)ICLTHEETE DT
DIPHAL E P BILE W) T L& L,
b2 oumE CRELIICED F L
Z )N ERTIED EWD 2 T o7z,

T2 Ml B 2 A5 % 5 720121,
INDPSREERTATLOEED L S %
LOPUEEZLRVFEFT 44 izl
WX B0 HEFENTH Y T35
ML TWBDIRNS7Z)HETT oM LTS
ZONDMETDH 5 & B F 5, )10
S BIOMFAB) 5 R & Tld A
WhREWS T ETT,

LEIDP DL BEIDT AT /T4 T4

Fig 121346 A5 K 7 BE D 51l 722 B VA
HNTWREHTT AL FFLwn
BB ARIEDTHFAL v &2 LTHH
272 VAN BHHD H o T2 ATT DN Wl
RN DT ATy T4 T4 V7Eo7
ERWET,

Report 2 : Water Environment and Cityscape of
Hiroshima - Division and Linkage by Rivers

* Experiences in the river and their tactile memories

Rivers in Japan were clean until about 1960, we used to catch white
fish in the rivers of Hiroshima

This is a festival under Aioi Bridge (Fig.11). It was common to see
that people on the bridge were looking down at people doing
something in the river.

This is called Ota River flood control channel. Rivers in Hiroshima
are now tamed by all kinds of means, but rivers were often horrible.
In Hiroshima where | spent my childhood before the war, there was
an island called Nakanoshima in the river. | would go to the island
across the river on foot, and often, | was not able to walk back from
there at high tide. So, | kept thinking that rivers are horrible. And |
still remember that the river waters in those days were clear.

* A river has its value in dividing a town.

Crossing a bridge, to me, symbolizes going to a different world. In
my childhood, children on the other side of the bridge went to a
different school, and when | was told to go an errand to the other
side of the river, | was afraid of meeting children there in fear of
being threatened. For sometime after the war, there were red-light
districts and other different kinds of things across the bridge. But
now, the townscape or atmosphere is the same on the both sides of
the bridge. In our efforts to escape from poverty, all corners of the
town became standardized. In this aspect, the bridge no longer has
any psychological implication.

| gave the title "Division and Linkage by Rivers." It is natural that a
river divides a town, and the value of a river exists in that it divides
a place into two parts. And the image that a different world should
be open across a bridge is intriguing.
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* The identity of a town develops from a person's name.

Fig.12 was taken when Heiwa Ohashi (Peace Bridge) was erected. It
made me wonder what kind of world would be there if | had
crossed the bridge. It shows the great pleasure of people having a
new bridge. The municipality commissioned Isam Noguchi to design
the bridge who was a young and promising Japanese American
sculptor. | am afraid that only a few people in Hiroshima know that
this bridge was designed by the famous artist Isam Noguchi. But |
consider this bridge can become an important symbol mark of this
city. And we should have spots like this showing strong impressions
at various locations in Hiroshima city.

Fig.13 is a recent photo of the same bridge from a different angle.
The sculpture is vaguely seen.

* Considering the value of living in a specific place

This well accepted photo (Fig.14) is called "Heiwa no Taisho" (My

dear boy of peace). The person on the bridge grew to be an elderly
person while appreciating the Peace Bridge. There are lots of people
like him in Hiroshima. | think this photo symbolizes a good relation
between hardware constructed in the city and people who use
them. In planning redevelopment projects of a city, we should take
into account such relations between people and structures to be
built.

Fig.15 taken some years after the war is also suggestive for future
plans. In the photo, children in the Motomachi area are playing in the
river. In the new initiative to develop Hiroshima as a city of water, it
is planned to have people swim in the rivers. But as seen in this
photo, children used to swim in the rivers until a few decades ago.
The same place at low tide was taken quite some years ago (Fig.16).
The water may be clearer now, but at this stage, this was not a river
for children to swim inside.

11



Special Issue

MHDHDNT=K SAFKH->TET,

—B—BOBHNEEEDL >k

T IEIE AR & KM LTl o
i % Lf:@'f'@‘(Fngl)o Z AU G
TI A, ZOHIIZ WA= S A
ﬁ:/\f(‘b\f:o%@)w:%?b‘i%ﬁb\f&_
) LTEML TV o 72D T. R D
LIEHLMEDOEWIZESONTET.25 %
eI I .2Hw) —~H-HO%
THDL o TVolzAZE V) ZEEH
STBLLEDRHLERVET,

SORMFELTOL 572 DW7ZA
BAZ I WA RI o TWAITEIZIE
WIZBEHEshTwbIIhEed A nwi
VISR &) 2 EE RGNS R o
TLZ o> TWw5bIFTT (Fig22)o

Fig.2313. £ 72 HB A2 WM D)L
BOWYE, 2 UIRRE OB AR T AN IA
BORED AL ¥ A Y — b AIEHIB0E
METIE D X - ERBFENIEZT )V
REL S 7B T RO RIFRONEL
DR FEARTECLRSPES T
WEF IhERLE KT LEL 4
W E WKL E T ZOREIZIEH
TRHASEE O LA P 2T OLE D 72

KETFHAL

STWET,

Fig24i3 X > X D)5 ADEB % e
WIELAEBTIHELTHZA<iEdh Y
FRATLEZDS . EIITAY DXL ¥
A M) = bE&A L ADHRNT WS
CEZAL %R LT E —FEIZ =g
THEATVDEHEWRD DI HE
TRH72bIFTRERL T .THIV) HHF
7257 ATY 1

ZD TN DI\ YIRE BT LD
M TE 72 o 727 (Fig.25) osafety
first& EHFIFVK L TEVTH ) FT
A5 A TR DB T2 o CTHE TR TS e o
TW/=DTY,

Fig26d SN T3 A% ZlwH, N5 ~
APEHEHEY) > TESTVETNAD
TRy 7 ALY =Ry 7 AL HoTI
FIEMERTT M ) KR &
WROBEBZRZ. ELR51IEHLHL
HOWEDS LA T b, F SIS E R
WEOFI - THELEINIZE VI KL
T b ko L SOFEIPTHE T,

BTNSEWERYERT
MR WL ODDOR_EEZ L TBE
WEBWE TR BN T8 585

33— KDENEBIDECYFA B F LB ERD

E2TieTHEBONRATT HED
BILEO B BE RE. TN ZIVNE %
WOBENRHFD o THRTHT. 2D
FRTENTWBE EEZ AN E W
Do TVETAMEZFT V2V DrE
W b BENEN S D OFFH % FF
Tedlonbknwg T TT ML
IO BTLEDE L THLHEVTHN
EFEDGE D LW E 3 L BN
DL N D72 %E 2 D HN MRV & H
FNEWCELY T 1 L) EIRTAY)
TlEvnrt BwnE g,

TN HH LWMIfEZ RO THE B &
W) IEIRTE 21X v Ik & g
L TH ARGV EWS ZEDHY
o Z AU, I EHRRHLCAT o TR Z PR X
I EVIHIEIBEIERI B L) AiEHEE L
TWRW, W) ZETT R EA DWW
bz LKAV TIATAS AV E

AL U v SBEHEEA W
EMEDREL W ERT o ThilEd k%
WAL E) LE)IDBVRAES A
POXALLEVIFELH Y F LA 2D

IR ORI E 42 DX 55T
LEMBEFREOL YT LEND S,
SRBRBEEDLDIIE. S0 ED L F 4

Fig27 Fv>U—-3T774/4Tw h7F){—h

Fige8 J\ytT—ya

Fig.29 /{LODA )b Fig.30 > - 7 - =)L

The same place at high tide is taken in this photo (Fig.17). It gives
quite a different impression. In earlier times, the authority was so
concerned about controlling floods, and forgot about allowing
children to swim. In the improvement of rivers, we should take into
account the value of a river for people in the neighborhood.

The surrounding settings of rivers in Hiroshima are well organized
(Fig, 18). I never get tired of looking at the surface of water as it
always changes (Fig.19). We can enjoy river surfaces at many
locations in Hiroshima. In Hiroshima, there still are many old
riverbeds like Fig.20.

* Everyday efforts have made Hiroshima what it is today.

We have struggled with such conditions and improved the
riverbanks (Fig.21). Many people used to live around this
construction site but were relocated. Sometimes, the development
of Hiroshima city is cited as a miracle of rehabilitation. In fact, it

was an accumulation of efforts. After struggling, riverbanks are now
improved like Fig.22. It is well constructed, but there are few people.
Fig.23 shows Hiroshima city when there were few motorcars. Until
around 1955, the main street was often flooded like this once it
rained. People were helping each other to cross the street. Looking
at this, | feel that puddles are not too bad.

This one shows the same main street after improvement (Fig.24). As
there were few motorcars, people walked leisurely on the street,
and children were playing there.

In those days, streetcars were a necessity (Fig.25). People were
desperate to ride in streetcars.

Fig.26 is a symbolic one showing that Japan took off to achieve its
rapid economic growth.

* "Reviving" the vigor of townspeople

Finally, I would like to make some proposals. Hiroshima is a city of
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characteristics.

rivers, but from a different angle, it is a city of small islands. The
city comprises several small islands, which are connected with
bridges. What | would like to propose is that each island develop its
own characteristics, and that means of transportation connecting
these places with different atmospheres be developed.

People must take part in such community development. We may
need names of persons who have created elements just like Isam
Noguchi. If they make something themselves, they are proud of
their work or they feel responsible for what they make. People
dynamically interact over their creations. We need to recall the
energy that people had after the war struggling desperately for
survival.

Designs will reflect people's will. When people's will is reflected in
the designing of urban development projects, there will be great
significance in connecting different areas with different

Akio NISHIKIORI, Architect, SHIN HIROSHIMA SEKKEI INC.

Report 3 : Place for Connecting as a Place of Festivities

* Paris that gave birth to walkers

| would like to take up the pedestrians' perspective as an approach
to connect a town and people. In the famous "Passage,” Benjamin
discusses walkers on the promenade and says that it is the city of
Paris that has given birth to the type of people called "flaneur"
(walkers) on the promenade, and that it is not outsiders but
Parisians themselves who have made Paris a promised land for
walkers, or who have made Paris into something other than a city
that is merely a place to live. For the people who enjoy walking in
the city, the city itself is the object to see. But when they realize
that they are part of the city, they would find greater pleasure to
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be in the city for that particular moment. A city gives rise to
walkers, but when walkers recognize that this is their town, they
may develop a closer attachment to it, and their shared attachment
may forge the identity of the town to make the town more
attractive to outsiders.

In response to citizens' requests, the municipalities developed parks,
open spaces, and buildings in commercial centers. Paris and other
historical cities in Europe have developed in this way.

* Seeing Paris from a walker's point of view

The Seine is about 100 meters wide. Paris developed from the Cite
Island in the river and spread across the banks on both sides of the
river. The Louvre Museum is located on the Cite, and people cross
the bridge to come here (Fig.27 ~ 34).

* Seeing a city while walking along the riverside

In comparison, another attractive city London has the Thames,

which is about 200 meters wide (Fig.35-36). There is no island in the
river, and people do not cross the bridge to go to the other side.
Therefore, people's familiar feelings toward water may be different
between the two cities.

This is Fukuoka in Kyushu (Fig.37-38). There is an island in the river
in the central part of the city. Along the riverbank are food and
drink stands. People come and go across the bridge frequently.

* Water and the city center are separated from each other.

When we look at the map of Hiroshima, it is clear that this city is
rich in water and greenery (Fig.39). Its city center is gifted with
green, with mountains behind. It has a beautiful landscape (Fig.40
41-42). Currently, a plan to create a 500 m x 500 m square in the
city center is proposed (Fig.43-44). This square will be exclusively a
pedestrian area. If this is realized, it would be a wonderful area in
which people can enjoy the feeling of water at any time of day.

14



3RS

KEBOHENRTULL

L EELINE T MK (Fig39) THL% &
WL D HEZ XD BIEFITAKERRIC
BENTARLZLE )T ENIE-E DD
20 F 5 2 O1kmU G OHIRAY)L B D
LTI

EZeh 5 B TH (Figd0FERe LB,
HLTH Y A SR EFRITEF N E 5
WG ENLH O 1LEEA DD D &) 4
JERE L S AL T,

Fig41 (R HE L) ASAHAAG <IN
100mEF T A — VIR & 5 F ) 25
Y FEAZ N (Figd2) 3w &t
MN& R KD #EREDEL D&
T,

Fig43 & 4435 B O#F T & 2258 0
MT2 B Lo T HLLORHEE
L T500mA 27 T7 & W) I-ENSNT
WETH L) MBI S VT &
KB ) WZPH F N7 HUE T 2 D500m
EBITEEN Y - LTEmL L9

L) ETE T, 2 OREFEI S U
RBIZEES L BnE§,7275. 22

WD HEATHER A HE Ao

TREZEL DR BHONL 0 E) 2
REZENT, L DOERTK EHRLAHYEE
NTWDBDITREIRETT,

FITENDAT—-VTHEDL 3
AR 7 AT B HEEE v DI
300~500m & Vbt E 3, F 72, EOHAT
BREEASILE T I Y 75 & 3372 & 5HIAL I
% €9 TTo9 % L 500~600mD i
HEIARITH E LT3R, 2 M L
ABBELBWATr = V72w ZENE
ABHTLE ) EHEOMATHL600mY =
v 7 Evo TR 5600mi BN & 2
VARPER T T REHERAT - T 5
HhoHEILSEbhITH L) EZ
DN DR DT,
HFIIZEHEORD VO E DB Y 3
yEVTAN) = IIEEL DD TT,
RENREZATIZ N DFRTED
kO FDT U TTABY, TRUN
=7 YDA Ma A Tl R CIE R
WY KB KO LFEEN S 4. 2
5134 TIFFIkm~12kmDE &2 5
TWEFH k9 L3 ED500~600m
DDA =V TFH, TIUTF VIR 2
T EDOH A S THI T THILA K

Special Issue

AL V) S E T S
500~600mAEAVCTHEFTHETE L,
FOHONE THRL LW T LD D
HTLIIHITEICE T A
FLADEL WA — L Ewv) DI,
RO T, & 2 TILEOHE
TEAL500mA 7 T7 ZRifeE L. H
& 500m e 20 A AT 22 R & I
PEV) T EERRELVOTT HME
BT D27 1A 5 PE~500m ATV HEER I
— 2 AT IR ko F 72 N TR
BALATI TR, 2 L CTRATIIE
TGNz 0 35 < o L CTRHBIB 20 48
TTFBASE Tld 2 < HLITREI A% 8 % i
L7z R IEFCIEARZMZZD 3
5 Z L T500mA 7 7 95 B & 500m,
W AH WA R ITIANIAATE Ol E B IE
T KIZ B BRI 1Y 72 PR DN )R B D
N7z b O HEOETEOP I AR T
%oZ )\ ) M RFAELD, TNh 5
DIEBOES L VIZIFLELZDTIZ AW
NERETVET,
FFEBNCHITTaRoN—=F DA
oA ) TEHLF R RED SR
F o Tlkmb &k o L3 & ZFDIHIC
IMEEESH D ETSAVIILVA LS

Fig.39 L&

Fig42 L& Xl

Fig43.44 %Bu:l?SOOmZ?I) [L&

%M\Eﬁlﬁtxéﬁij ENS)

Fig.45 STFIRDLS

* Planning a downtown district of walking distance

The distance that people can walk with ease is between 300 - 500
meters, and if the environment is comfortable and attractive,
people would feel like walking 30 to 50 percent longer. Therefore, a
500-600 meter distance is an optimal scale for walkers. In the world
of commerce, one often hears the term "600-meter shop," meaning
an attractive shop located at around 600 meters from a station
which is flourishing. There are famous promenades and shopping
streets in the world which are 1 to 1.2 kilometer long. Opera street
in Paris, Ramblas in Barcelona, Stroget in Copenhagen, Ginza Street
and Omotesando Street in Tokyo, Shinsaibashi Street in Osaka. The
lengths of these streets are double the comfortable distance, but
they can be approached from different stations, and people can
walk comfortably to visit their destinations from one end and go
back to the same place, or continued on to the other end. The

distance is a comfortable, stress free scale universally.

| propose that the city consider extending the comfortable walking
areas from the proposed square in the city center of Hiroshima to
all directions. Thus, the Atomic Dome and Peace Park in the west,
the Hiroshima Castle in the north from there, Shukkei-en Garden in
the north from Hacchobori moat, and the River Kyobashi in the east
can be reached in another 500-600 meter walk. A major
redevelopment project should not be necessary to do so. Installing
pedestrian crossroads and widening sidewalks and planting trees
along them will suffice. With such small efforts, people's activities
would be extended to all directions from the central square.

Stroget in Copenhagen, which is only for pedestrians. About one
kilometer from Tivoli Park, there is a wharf and restaurants. The
area is full of local people enjoying their holidays. Hiroshima has a
great potential to provide people with the pleasure of being in a
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city with water and good food.

typical means for private transportation in the 20th century.

Fig.45 is an ancient map of Hiroshima. The city was clearly divided
into a merchant and craftsmen's district, shrine and temple district,
warrior district, and so on. At a glance, we can understand that the
crossroads of the main road and rivers, and towheads were
downtown districts. We may have lost sight of the good points of
the city. By reviewing the city from a pedestrians' viewpoint, | am
confident that Hiroshima as a city with waters will be realized soon.
Masayuki KUSUMOTO, Architect, Senior Manager NTT Urban
Development Co.

Report 4 : Linking Mobility and Design

*History of Conflict between Railways and Motorcars

| would like to look back on the history of conflict between railways
as a typical means for public transportation and motorcars as a

This is the first locomotive engine <Rocket> made in 1830 by
Stevenson who was called a high flier of the Industrial Revolution
(Fig.46). This engine gave momentum to the revolution. In 1885, the
first motorcar with an internal combustion engine devised by
Daimler and Benz was publicized (Fig.47). Initially, almost all the
motorcars served aristocrats for their pastime pleasure. But as the
Ford Model T was produced in the United States in the early 20th
century, enjoyment of the advantage of motorcars become
affordable to common people. This marked the advent of the
convenient and rational vehicle of the 20th century.

Railways and motorcars have competed for the rest of the century.
In the early 20th century, railways led transportation, but in the
1940s, motorcars replaced railways (Fig.48). In large cities, roads are
occupied by motorcars, and railways had to be laid under the
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ground. Toward the end of the 20th century, however, railways
have again gained popularity in moderate-size cities (Fig.49).
Motorcars in cities cause traffic jams, accidents, and environmental
deterioration. As such, light rails are considered to be
environmentally friendly. But | do not think that motorcars will give
way to railways.

*Things to be proud

In the 1930s, Pennsylvania Railways was advertising in this way
(Fig.50). It reads "We have been transporting checks without delay
for 100 years." This one is an advertisement of Chevrolet (Fig.51) in
the 1940s. It says that if you ride in this car, your weekend will be
as happy as this family's.

With waves of advertisements such as this, motorcars have won
popularity over railways. Looking at the difference between the two,
the feeling that "I can boast about my motorcar to others" is an

important element for users when traveling. An important element
of the popularity of motorcars is that they provide a means for
expressing oneself, or a source of pride. It is generally considered
impossible to expect that public transportation means provide users
with a tool for self-expression. s this really so? | wonder.

The designs of the tram and the starting point station of the tram
system in Strasbourg (Fig.52) are both attractive. People may
develop a sense of pride about using such an attractive tram and
that they have it in their city. Railways for public transportation can
compete with motorcars in meeting people's desires. We should
have such a perspective in designing public transportation systems.
*Brand and exchange value leading to pride

This is called "Green Mover," a streetcar with 12 cars run by
HIROSHIMA ELECTRIC RAILWAY CO., LTD. (Fig.53). This was designed
by Siemens of Germany, and we helped them with naming, coloring
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and interior design.

In recent marketing and product development, the term branding is
often used. The total value of a thing is evaluated by the
combination of two values - value of use and that of exchange. A
brand is a value that belongs to exchange value. The value of use
can be evaluated with numerical data, but there are no criteria to
evaluate exchange value. It is a problem of taste, or it can be
defined as cultural value. So far, public transportation systems have
pursued the value of use, but in the future, | hope exchange value
will be enhanced through activities in cultural aspect.

*Story creating competence

We had to run the Green Mover for testing for two months before
it was put to use in Hiroshima. We conceptualized a story "The
metamorphosis of a pupa into a butterfly" and covered the whole
body in black to intrigue townspeople (Fig.54). At the same time, we

placed TV commercials. On the day before the commencement of its
service, the cover was removed and a blue swallowtail butterfly
emerged. We applied an ordinary debut process for a motorcar to
this public transportation system.

| think the power of design lies in its ability to give a thing or
product the power for users to create a story. Famous brands
usually have many stories to tell. | would like to incorporate such
power to public transportation systems.

| have another example of successful public transportation. That is a
community bus named "Bon-Bus" running in west Hiroshima
(Fig.55). Its coloring was commissioned to our firm. We had to give
a name to the bus and gave the name Bon -Bus. "Bon" means
"good" in French. We designed it in an image of a creature. It has
the back and the white belly, and natural colors.

To our pleasure, the neighboring communities organized a Bon Bus
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Sketching Rally (Fig.56). Children painted Bon-Bus, and community
center staff members baked a cookie in the shape of the Bon-Bus.
The idea that we conceptualized is understood by community
people and expressed in their own ways.

*Design is the work to make things cool and stylish.

This is a picture painted by a two-year boy (Fig.57). The greatest
evaluation of branding of a transportation system is how often
children paint it. | hear that children wave to the Bon Bus when it is
running. The driver responds to the children, and that gives him a
sense of pride, and he becomes kinder to passengers.

This is an electric scooter that we designed (Fig.58) for the elderly.
When he hears his grandchild say "Grandpa, it's cool!," he feels
encouraged. This feeling is similar to what one has for what one can
boast of to others. If you have a vehicle that you want to show to
others, and if you have a place that you can be proud of about, you

will develop a desire to visit there with your vehicle.

* Picturesque Scenery

Finally, | would like to propose that the designs of transportation
system should be picturesque when put in the surrounding settings.
Beauty is often important for vehicles beyond being convenient and
functional. Girl students in this photo (Fig.59) say that this tram is
cool, and they do not mind waiting a while to take this tram.
Nowadays, | often see junior and senior high school students eat in
a train, but these girls do not. | feel that people keep good manners
in a tiny, minutely designed space. High quality of design is required
of public transportation systems also from this aspect.

Kozo YAMADA, Director of Design, Design Soken Hiroshima Inc.
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Panel Discussion "Designing to Link"

*Design to Link the Land and Water

YAMADA: Listening to the reports, | have become confident that we
can link water and land in Hiroshima.

MOCHIZUKI: Hiroshima has many rivers and the scenery from each
river may be beautiful. A problem is that rivers and streets are
constructed and maintained separately. There is no space between
them to allow pedestrians to gradually approach riverbanks.

If we incorporate water transportation systems within the existing
transportation network, the tourist value of Hiroshima would be
enhanced. If we can design junctions of water and land
transportation systems, it will also benefit people living here.
*Many Choices and Values

KUSUMOTO: Each person should have his or her own favorite places
and points about Hiroshima. People tend to weave their favorite

things and the aggregate of which will become the image and
identity of the city. From this aspect, we should not neglect
pedestrians' viewpoint in urban planning.

NISHIKIORI: Some years ago, | proposed that there should be ice
cream stands or coffee shops in the riverside green belt. Then, the
officers of the Ministry of Construction strongly opposed the idea,
and they finally said that they would not trust people in the private
sector. Originally, the riverbanks belonged to individuals, so we
demanded that they should be returned to the citizens of
Hiroshima. Unless we have the right to use waterside areas, we
cannot design these areas into point that add entertainment or
enjoyment to our life.

YAMADA: Hiroshima a City of Water is a city redevelopment project
that will be initiated jointly by the municipality, prefecture and the
national government. We have many plans to bring people closer to
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rivers. But we must have one clear theme for the redevelopment
project.

MOCHIZUKI: We must first consider plans with a premise of
changing people's values. When we want to enjoy our lives better,
or we want to make our towns more beautiful, we have ideasto
realize these hopes physically, but often, we cannot realize them
socially. For example, if we propose that motorcars and people use
roads together, the idea will be immediately refused by the
government saying it is too dangerous. | do not mean that people
working for the government are too rigid, but | mean that we have
failed to create an environment in which people discuss a matter
openly, and reach an agreement. We need to develop senses to
appreciate comfort in living in a town and a beautiful townscape
through education.

YAMADA: What do you think is beauty in a city?

KUSUMOTO: They are pleasantness or comfort which is rather
instinctively felt, and aesthetic values that people develop with
their cultural backgrounds. So, it takes a long time to develop.
NISHIKIORI: | think something that gives me liveliness is beautiful.
Whenever | visit a fishing village, people there are lively and
charming. There are such vigorous places in Hiroshima. It was said
right after the A-bomb explosion that the city of Hiroshima would
no longer be habitable. But people concertedly tried to draw on
their energy. We need to revive such passion, and the most
important thing for this is the autonomy of the municipality.
*Explanation and Understanding

YAMADA: If | ask taxi drivers about mobility in Hiroshima, they say
that streetcars are obstacles, and that the width of bridges should
be wider. They have their complaints.

MOCHIZUKI: | told a taxi driver that if streetcars become the main
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means of transportation, and more people use them, the motorcars
on the roads might be reduced to less than half of the present
amount, and that then there would be more taxi passengers. And
the driver said that he had never thought that way. Therefore, we
should explain more about current problems and how these can be
solved. We should utilize the media for this.

KUSUMOTO: Convenience often means a momentary value to an
individual. If we seek convenience for some aspect in the limited
space of a city, then, inconvenience in other aspects will increase. If
we build overpasses and underground passages, you many think
that there will be no need for crossing on the ground.

It may increase convenience for motorcar drivers, but how about
the convenience of the city as a whole? Rather, there should be
many options for people to take in different situations.

NISHIKIORI: When | was approaching the Peace Park in a taxi, |

noticed that there were many students visiting the park on school
excursions. So | murmured "It's a season for school excursions.”
Then the driver said, "I wish more students may visit Hiroshima,
because they spend lots of money." | was sad to hear him say so
wondering if people in Hiroshima see children coming here for
peace education as a source of income.

When we plan to connect the riverside promenades with the
downtown district, the greatest obstacle is the street between them.
| investigated data on the traffic on the street, and found no
accurate data. Unless we have accurate data, and open discussions
as to the adequate speed limit on the driveway, we cannot proceed
to plan to connect the riverside promenades and the downtown.
YAMADA: The City of Water plan will begin soon. This is not the
governmental plan but one in which citizens should participate in
by proposing ideas.

22



WROBTHH Y ILEBICE > TIEFITK
Wb o KWL 2T e e v
FEEES,

SRR MR B OB DR BEE L LTIk
TR 2L B F 3 BIIL B0
ELTOEEEEV) LD BESHLR
TEEZLMNIBEEZLILITTT
CKRFLZLEVEFT BT o L HERND
LB DRSO ML & 12 dh > TUA
BOWOHIZEH 5 BEH 5B O
BB 220 THTW b TT 25,
ABZ—HEDHD7EE BT § K ERKE
DBIEZ L P A DHRB W LUITAEEH
OAE & A 5 BRI, M5k 2 K ELC
TLUERHH LR NE T,

WH: EPILE» SRS N WO
—DILHADORP LN RZ B I
HYFTEEFAZTRADVWVEE
EBEFRAZTT L ZHWRELHS
EAEAMDITTHONTVWATT
DD THNTA LTI L TH
DT O THEMBEMIT > TV
CAFFRZARD DD R L AL E
FLHFIFELTHELITTFE LI BT
Ty T RO L TR LY, Eoie
S5RTWB EDL DL bWE ) 7

UL ETS

LA TN ) FEERZE RS A
TY MHOP T LT L DBIRTE
ZNZE BT OHULERIC W B R IZ& T
LNV TTRAME R > TWAHETE W
FELUDD ) o llE% ) 1131 % A8
ST2LULRRWVEMZEWEERS DT,
N DK FAGEASHE THID THEDOA D 1
KBWETEDNLONRER ) DTTH.
WARILEBICEHENH L E ) T L 2H
WHER AN S NICBiE 85 X9 %
TROBABRPEEAE)Z2H X -
LRI HIENNC /2 E D L E T B
BRZDBVANT v EnHHPRKRER
ARy e EGHEHH rok LW
) FELAY NI =0T BB 21X
T2EDHENEZAIIMEEE R D -
THZHBBIEZFI V) EZARND
EPNEIV) VT IMONEL ko
HLw )RR THVEICHS O
DD B LI A A= TIDHOFIZH
Lo ZF) V)N IFOE s R AL
FTORS T L DPKFENL L V)R
LE9,

HFLAPERICENS)IFHGOE

S22 R VT H B WII N A TE)
CEAPLBNETEILENLVATY
RAFIZT W= 2R LT 5 & ZlAT
By EDT /NI EEEL TWAHAD
<~ —OMEL DL L. WAALETIE
IR B NE T 5 AT JLEDOHT
EBEIT ADICHRAL72R 2 LICL
TWETJLBOHAINHP AR S

Special Issue

NTHEERTL Lo TWBEHAHELANY
WRETALEEOEL LolzdH R
ROTHRITZ L) BREFILBIIEA
EALGEBRENTWA E W) BV L F
TR ADBERICEND X)) B—0
FEPHONHOBEL 2 HRnhk L R
B0 HHVIH) borxkAOERD AL
Vo bobkEBbALLAZDDIZLTWIT
WRIEFNTE I RATIZ % 5 A U2 R\
SRS A IR B O RIE A T v
SARCHRTWS ERWET 72724
KEBEEATZVICFH U &) 2 & 058
DETIFED,

WA WS VESE) L) T LR
EADRSONTVE L2 W D E
59, A0 — LW IHflifElzHF-TL 5
LELECYTADOHEDERDE DS TL
LENBLET,

ZHOVA T URY T LT LI HG T
HAREOKRF 4 W 2 TR L TR
N72BIRZZATHEL TV EN. TN
MO ETHORFIRLZOTE VAL M
WE ISR T T EEEATH
PSRN TWT, 7 VI DKDOFEND X
TN TV Z O/ % B A
STHESTVDIMIHLTHAS EHNE

*A line of a town - river -the sea

developed down to the river mouths.

Audience 1: The Seto Inland Sea is an important lane for culture
and merchandise. It is very precious for Hiroshima and so we should
place a heavier value on it.

NISHIKIORI: When | consider the comfort of living in Hiroshima, |
think that the rivers in Hiroshima have been associated with the
Itsukushima Shrine on Miyajima island. It is natural that we should
treasure the sea as part of our life and environmental values.
YAMADA: The reason that | cannot leave my place in Hiroshima is
that we can see the sea from my house. It is unfortunate that the
coastline is being reclaimed in square shapes, so the resultant
shoreline becomes a straight line.

MOCHIZUKI: Even if Hiroshima city is located near the sea, we
hardly notice it being in the city center. In order for people to
identify more with the sea, river transportation systems should be

KUSUMOTO: We should create various spots to remind residents and
visitors of the nearness of the sea, such as riverside restaurants with
a view of the sea, viewing spots of the setting sun, and organizing
cruising tours visiting these spots. Even if people do not see the sea,
they will remember that they are living near the sea by the
existence of these places and events.

Audience 2: Driving or taking buses in the city often makes me
irritable. | have many complaints about the traffic administration or
people's driving manners. So | often walk along the river. The
riverside park-like promenade made on the raised embankment is
comfortable to walk on as we look down upon the street running
beside it. And | hope these promenades will increase and be better
organized, so that the city will be more attractive.

YAMADA: If we come to value "slow life," then our view on
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Editor's Note

transportation may change. Any way, we need to reconfirm what
we have in our place, and find ways to better utilize them. Rivers
run from north to south, and streets run from east to west on
which motorcars and streetcars run like rivers. We can see such a
picture from above.

*Hiroshima leading city transportation in Japan

MOCHIZUKI: The private sector is taking a leading role in
transportation services in Hiroshima city. In this sense, Hroshima
can be a leader of city transportation in Japan, most notably with
its streetcar service. | hope that the city will provide a guidepost for
traffic administration in other cities. | would also like to see the City
of Water plan to be designed to promote Hiroshima as a leader in
transportation.

| visited Hiroshima for the JD Forum for the first time in many
years. From Hiroshima train station, | took the Green Mover to the
city center. While riding a streetcar, | was able to get a momentary
glance of the river surface. In the festive mood of downtown
districts, | could not find marks distinctive of Hiroshima. The
keywords of the keynote dialogue of the Forum were Hiroshima,
Rivers and Streetcars. Are the history of Hiroshima and rivers being
forgotten in the people's daily life? The memory of a city may be
weathered in the passage of time.
More than two months have passed since the JD Forum in
Hiroshima. As the plan for the City of Water is in progress, | wish we
could discuss the design to link and connect again in Hiroshima.
(Koji KURODA)
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