VOICE OF DESIGN

AT YA

RS
JIVRHBDTH 1>

RETUT—

BiR

BE JILRHEROTYIY

%l
S OIURARDTH A (PIRIEA eeeersessssessssecssaes 1
- BDDEFEEN SRV itR BOEF  ceeeee- 2
- IO0Y—&EI0/Z—ORSFER KEFp— -3
- BIEOATHEANNBICVND I ILTHR

HEMER a4
COIWRHEBRTHAIDET I ALBFE eeeeeeneenees 4
- EED SEEFXR TO—EB UICRIEEHORERE

= e 6
- AR B ODIRIER | LI[IFEHG  coreeeereecernecenes 8
CADTEEEWNT JUTHAN  {EEEELT] eeererereesseses 9
C B RREEN T IR ARELERR  ceeeereeeeeene 10
- ShEEm LY I hHHE

2T ILRHRDF—DT— R BFIriE ceeeeeees 11
HFEBEIIVLRDAVI—TIARX KEEEE 12

&(Dyﬂﬂzf—f@jj% R coeeeesersnesnnsscnsans 12
- RO SEHEAME TR ORI

LSl 12
. ijv*i%gjléﬂﬁ[% %ﬂ[j—b\? ..................... 13
- OIRHRERTHAVDONE ERTA 14
COIUNA LRSI  JEFEZEE  ceeereesereesssessseeninns 16
CEFULWLWIILNHEADTOERELT

EEFFOIE 17
L 19

C[FYAY B A=A NSUT)
F=ANSU7 -FHAVERY VRIDACSMULT
BAEE
BEENS 20

Special Issue
Design for a Motorized Society

CONTENTS

INQUIrY ++# v v reessree e 1~18
TIETACHVE * ++ * w = v o vrnneenneeneaeeennans 19
From the Secretariat ........................ 20

Japan Institute of Design
HOTER LS X S HH3-30-141 115 EOL2F T171-0033

San Ai Bldg.2F 3-30-14 Takada, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0033 Japan 6 2
Phone: (03)59582155 Fax:(03)5958 2156 http://www.voice-ofdesignecom  VOL.

-
A2 BBV RAT L (AGT) [PRANSLSAV]

INIHBZDTHA v

PHIIEAN AR 4 o ps e

WEAE10 H I aBCR R 2 28 [211Hd
HIBEIZ 36 F B #a A 72 28 MIBUR D FEARNY
HENZ DN T —RRFE 2 OEH 224
YT 4 O] ABEH Lz, ZOED
O TESAEICET A E AN [2v~it
2 POoOBE] VWO EEE ST
[, ZOFEHEOESIZE T
BURICRIHANEA, [FRAERRF O
WEENZ & S TARAROIFAE] LBk L7z
LT, T2 Uas s aEsEOMHIZIE
AERER) 2 R & U BB, ASm
. RS AEIRME & o 72 A O AMRE
O] LEHEREL, [ROVERDBHL
WY 2T LADFEB ([ ~4t2]

Design for a Motorized Society

The Advisory Council to the Ministry of
Transportation submitted its report "Basic
Direction for Total Traffic Policies in the Early
21st Century" last year. A section is devoted to
"Post-Motorized Society" in the report. It says
that the use of automobiles increased rapidly
because of their convenience, and they have
become indispensable in our life. The use of
automobiles is inevitably accompanied by
negative aspects such as environmental dete-
rioration. The report proposes the establish-
ment of a new safe transportation system.
Various local societies began to see the roads
and townscapes from the view point of pedes-
trians, and to review the value of street cars
and other public transport systems.

Now that the energy problems, global warm-
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ing, and widening economic gaps among
count are serious global issues, reformation of
consumption-oriented society is called for.
Although the center of both industry and con-
sumption is now shifting to information tech-
nology (IT) products, automobiles remain the
symbols of people's materialistic desires.
Meanwhile, technological innovation is under-
way in the fields of IT and energy to ensure
cleaner and safer transport. In order for new
technologies to be accepted by the public, a
clear vision must be presented and efforts to
help people understand the advantage or
needs for the application of new technologies
should be made.

As the entire earth is enveloped by transporta-
tion networks, there is a fear that cultures of
different countries would be homogenized.
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Some people may prefer staying in one place
or walking slowly, while others may choose to
move as fast as possible. People's prefer-
ences might be different from their cultural
backgrounds.

To draw pictures of the styles of transportation
in a multi-cultural society, and to examine
such pictures from different perspectives are
what designers are supposed to do. In this
issue, members of the Japan Institute of
Design will present their views to identify
designers' tasks in the motorized society, and
their visions on future transportation systems.
(Masato Isaka, JD executive director)
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The result of the survey among the members
about Design for a Motorized Society

Vehicles in Three Life Spheres

Society and lifestyles in relation to vehicles in
the 21st century will be formed in three
spheres, specifically

* Individual Activity Sphere

The center of the individual activity sphere will
be a neighborhood community in which peo-
ple share cultural and historic heritages and in
which people interact as citizens. Mobility will
mean to connect many communities in net-
works. Preconditions in designing the trans-
portation network will be "aged population,”
"ecological considerations," "barrier-free infra-
structure" and "24-hour active society." While
speed was valued in the 20th century, person-
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al well-being and safety will be key elements
in this century.

* Mobility on the global basis

This century will be marked by massive
tourism on the global basis. Rental cars will
become the main means of transportation for
tourists. Car designs today are too function
oriented with little emotional consideration.
Cars that tourists would feel excited to drive,
and cars reflecting local cultures in their
designs should be pursued.

* Digital Sphere

Computerization also occurs in motorcars.
Cars increasingly become electronic cocoons,
or mobile terminals. A more important thing in
the process of digitization, however, is rein-
forcing analogue aspects. The pursuit of
humanity based on human modules or person-
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al modules should be the final goal for vehicle
design.
Masakazu Taniguchi / Marketing Consultant

Ecology and Economy

Today, environmental and resource problems
are so serious that we must solve the prob-
lems of ecology and economy at the same
time to help vehicles continue to exist. For
this, we must consider vehicles as elements of
the entire system of transport. The transport
system should provide not only mass trans-
portation service but services for individuals
on demand. People should shift their values
from "possessing their own or family cars" to
'using" cars when necessary. A new lease sys-
tem and a rental system that are completely
computerized will be needed.
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Automobile manufacturers would design such
systems and sell their services. The traditional
model changes would be replaced by upgrad-
ing the existing models or adding something
new to them. While maintaining their charac-
teristics and meeting users' desires, standard-
ized systems must be built on the national
level.

Mercedes Benz and Swatch collaborated in
the development of Smart's cars. They pro-
posed a new rental system in Germany, but
the taxi companies opposed the idea and this
plan was given up. This episode suggests the
difficulty of introducing new lease and rental
systems to Japan. Even so, now is the time for
both government and private sectors to
urgently look into this issue. It is meaningful for

(http://www.honda.co.jp/ICVS/& D)

JD to propose new ideas from designers'
points of view.
Seiichi Mizuno / Chairman of Tokyo Creative Committee
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Vehicle Society at the Crossroads

Car design in the near future should give solu-
tions to the problems of the environment, infor-
mation communication, and automatization. In
the far future, cars that run on the water and in
the air, and cars able to change size may
become design focuses. Until then, however,
vehicles will continue to destroy peace of life,
beautiful countryside landscape and nature.
Techniques to improve the quality of used
cars should be transferred to developing soci-
eties. International regulations should be
applied to promote tree planting and to clean
the air.

We should not forget about vehicles for the
elderly, which would constitute a huge poten-
tial market. Many manufacturers are taking
steps to cater to their needs, but still more
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consideration must be given to ensure the
ease of getting in and out of a car and recog-
nizing traffic signals, safety, and the trans-
portation system in a whole city. In some
years' time, a two-seat car of a stronger body
with new materials running with a maximum
speed of 50 km/h might be sold for 800,000
yen.

Kuniaki Tamura / Hakuhodo Inc.
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Consumption and Ecology

* Automobiles symbolize the American civiliza-
tion of the 20th century.

Cars and other mass produced products
came out into the market as materials that
would realize people's dreams and give them
new types of comfort and convenience. Cars,
which were possessed only by rich people,
gradually became tools for common people to
make their life more convenient and comfort-
able, and to facilitate the transportation of peo-
ple and objects, to expand their sphere of
activity. They became objects by which one
could realize one's material desires, achieve-
ment of a sense of superiority, wish for family
happiness and thirst for speed. Because of
this, car design presented a theme for design-
ers to be absorbed in, and an object for user
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empathy. It was the competence of design
that has supported the extraordinary progress
of automobiles by giving shape to them and
by visually conveying the wonderfulness of
automobiles. The role of design was great, for
good or ill.

The positive and negative always come
together. Now, the negative aspects which
have been hidden for some period have come
to the fore. The motorized society is now hit-
ting an invisible gigantic wall.

* Problems are clear.

Due to quantitative increase of cars, harmful
effects are expanding far beyond the permis-
sive limit. Global warming, environmental pol-
lution, noise, traffic jams and accidents, roads
driving out pedestrians and industrial waste
are the problems. There are various other
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social problems caused by the behavior of
users driving cars as a tool to express their
selves.

The greatest barrier for solution, in fact, is an
economic factor. The automobile industry has
vital importance that affects the economy of a
country. The industry mobilizes editors, writers
and advertisement creators to applaud the
charms of vehicles, and taking advantage of
consumers and especially young people's atti-
tudes "l do not care about others," they have
jointly attempted to hide the negative aspects
of automobiles. Knowing all about these prob-
lems, the government, automobile makers and
the media have avoided informing consumers
of the negative points, being afraid of the
resulting negative economic impact. Because
of this, they have postponed their efforts to
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reform the motorized society.

Automobile makers are now taking steps to
solve some of the problems for their survival.
They are desperately committed in the devel-
opment of fuel cell cars to achieve zero emis-
sion. Hybrid cars, as a temporary measure,
are in use. In order to smoothen the traffic and
to help reduce accidents, the development of
traffic control systems such as ITS and IMTS is
underway. Research on the recycling of auto-
mobile bodies is also in progress. Such efforts
in the industry do not suffice to solve the prob-
lems. Promises made by IPPC must be kept.
Stricter local rules should be applied, for
example, adding green cost to fuels, and
recycling cost to vehicles at the time of pur-
chase according to the potential environmen-
tal burden. The smaller the burden, the more
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competitive prices they will
have. Designers can design
appealing cars and help forge
public consensus in favor of §
environmentally friendly cars.

At the same time, cities must
be reformed, taking the park-
and-ride system, IMTS, new
commuters, airplanes, sub-
ways, bicycles and other exist-
ing means of transport into
account. Here too, designers
can play an important role. We
are now supposed to change
the conditions and goals reflecting the 20th-
century American civilization into subtainable
ones. We should not totally entrust our clients
with setting goals. It is the work of designers to
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give shape to a vision we have in mind, and
thereby be able to present new cars, a new
motorized society and new lifestyles.

Hiroshi Sano / Creative Director
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Eco-tech and Consumer Behavior

In the 20th century, the world went into an age
of fierce competition. The chaos in democracy
and market economies that began at the end
of the century separated people from tradition-
al values and from what they had considered
to be absolute.

The automobile industry grew by leaps during
World Wars | and I, and since then, the indus-
try has displayed its competence as an impor-
tant element in the modern economy by
supplying products massively while respond-
ing to consumers' desires.

But the current economy is saturated, or even
over-supplied far beyond meeting market
demands, and the market is enlivened by
competitive sales activities. Advertisements
are making appeals on products' sales points.
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One of the recent sales points of the automo-
bile industry is their commitment in developing
ecologically friendly cars. The focus of their
search for new energy is the development of
fuel cells for automobiles. The idea of fuel cells
is to reverse the process of electroanalysis, to
transfer chemical energy into thermalenergy
directly.

Fuel cells have advantages such as 1) being
less harmful to the environment, 2) having
higher generating efficiency, 3) having lower
noise and vibration, hence, they have general-
ly higher efficiency. Cars using fuel cells are
about to be marketed, and the greatest con-
cerns now are how to lower the cost of pro-
duction and to establish methods for
extracting hydrogen and supplying it. There
are some companies intending to build mass-
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production factories. Fuel-cell driven vehicles
are likely to become the main stream for com-
petition among automobile manufacturers in
the 21st century.

Public interest both in the formal and informal
sectors in ecology is mounting every year,
implying the seriousness of the ecological
problems. Responding to this, R&D activities
by automobile makers are aiming for sustain-
able development. Recycling of the parts of
used cars and designing reconstructed cars
will be new fields for designers.

It is important that both manufacturers and
consumers share the same perception and
that consumers behave accordingly.

Yoo Hyun Guk / Visual Design Assistant
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Accident Prevention by IT

The White Paper on Transportation in 2000
says that the number of deaths and injuries by
traffic accidents continued to rise. The death
and injury toll rose by 1.3 times in the past
decade, exceeding the million level in 1999
with 1,059,403. Furthermore, the number of
those who became heavily disabled is also
increasing. This is a grave situation which can-
not be left as it is.

We often observe ill behavior by drivers. They
do not stop when pedestrians are trying to
cross the road. They illegally park their cars on
single-lane roads or in "No-Parking" areas.
Large, 4-wheel drive vehicles speed through
narrow roads in residential areas. Except for
"Traffic Control Campaign Weeks," the police
do not control illegal behavior.
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There is a great deal more ill behavior.

There are many possible causes for this such
as the quality of drivers, poor traffic adminis-
tration that does not separate lanes for pedes-
trians and vehicles, use of vehicles according
to functions, purposes and local conditions is
not clearly defined.

In Canada, headlights are switched on auto-
matically when the engine is started and they
extinguish when the engine stops. The lights
are on even in day time. The government
decided on this as a means to reduce traffic
accidents.

In Japan, coinciding with the Information
Technology revolution which is underway.
Automobile manufacturers are selling cars
with an emergency alarm, developing cars
with measures to prevent accidents, offering

SERPREHROBES &6 (CEBEER) DR
BEBEITSH—LN—I%H E (TR

opportunities for test-driving the automobile
operation support system, and developing a
remote traffic monitoring system using the
GPS.

| have a proposal. All vehicles should be
equipped with a mobile PC with a GPS anten-
na, and the engine should be started only by
the driver who is identified with one's finger
print. Depending on the time and place, the
navigation machine gives the driver a warning
either by voice or on the screen when he or
she breaks a traffic laws. All the data will be
processed through the computer network con-
necting different police jurisdictions. The gov-
ernment should make use of advanced
technology to reduce vehicle accidents.
Hideaki Yamaguchi/ ART JAPAN CO.,LTD.
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Motorized Society with Low Mortality
According to the police authority, the total
number of deaths from traffic accidents in
2000 was 9,066, a 0.7-percent increase over
the previous year. This means that the town |
live in now with a population of 56,200 will be
extinct in a 6-year time.

Is there any other tool for daily living as lethal as
a motorcar? In this sense, it is said that auto-
mobiles are still in the process of development.
It is not only the automobiles which are to be
blamed. Poor roads and traffic control systems
are also contributing to increasing traffic deaths.
The problem that a motorized society should
address before anything else is not the impact
in the economy that the industry would give,
nor the environmental issue. But it should be
the problem to reduce tragic traffic accidents

61 Fm3

8 11 12(%) fBf26 31 36

involving cars. Can't we design a motorized
town where nobody is killed by a car?

Is it necessary to drive that fast when people
drive their cars? Shouldn't cars run on track?
Shouldn't the highest priority in automobile
development be placed on the material devel-
opment, or configuration development so that
the damage can be minimized in case cars
crash against each other? Shouldn't people be
encouraged to use public transportation means
while restricting the use of personal cars?

Some of these proposals may threaten design-
ers around the automobile industry with the
loss of work. As such it is all the more impor-
tant for designers to seriously consider these
proposals.

Noriji Sato / Prof. College of Business Administration,
Ritsumeikan Univ.
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Technologies to Reduce Traffic Accidents
What technologies can be applied to reduce
traffic accidents and to relieve traffic jams.
More cars are now equipped with airbag sys-
tems to absorb shock at the time of a collision.
However, a system to avoid collisions is being
developed, but it is technically difficult and
very costly. Therefore, it is not likely to be put
in practical use in the near future.

The most important task for developing safe
automobiles is safety consideration for pedes-
trians. So far, safety consideration has been
focused on passengers. It is only recently that
some automobile makers have been develop-
ing technologies to protect pedestrians' lives
in case of an accident, including a shock
absorbing technology to be used for the bon-
net.
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The development of technology for accident
prevention is very hard. | would like to propose
a not-too-difficult system. That is a system to
forcibly reduce the speed when a car enters a
residential district. Within the district, a special
radio wave would be transmitted to control the
revolution of the car engine so that the car
runs at 20 km/h and below.

A measure to be taken for an immediate effect
in a large city is to control the entry of vehicles
in the city. Tolls can be collected for this pur-
pose making use of the recently introduced
Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) system. Under
the system, a car passes the toll gate while
transmitting a radio wave, the fare will be
recorded on the electronic card loaded on the
car, and the amount will be drawn from the
owner's bank account later.

RO b v RV EFT T, BT
THEIDTH D, bT v 7 EKEZHKS
FZENTES, 106RIFEFAITNLD
PO X T sy, FZEIZIZIN
biv, KEHO 7 L 21230 H
Tk,

REALRER MWEMEZIC (ETED 1 TYA Y MGKEREH

A drastic measure to solve traffic jams would
be to construct underground goods distribu-
tion networks. Tunnels should be built in circu-
lar or network configurations solely for trucks
to transport goods. Thus, the number of trucks
running on ordinary roads will be reduced. It
may be a necessary measure to be taken in
large cities.

Masanori Moritani / technological critic
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From Railway Engineers

* Safety Measures

For train drivers running on the railway tracks,
observing traffic signals is imperative. Ignoring
the red light would mean an accident. Traffic
signal systems have been improved a number
of times, and security systems to support the
signal system were also devised. About 30
lives are lost in vehicle accidents a day, but it
seems to be permitted under the auto insur-
ance scheme as an indulgence. If the same
number of lives is lost in railway accidents, it
would be a grave social problem. As a major
public transport system, railways must be
highly reliable.

Buses, trucks and even personal cars can be
considered as public transport entities once
they are on the roads. Therefore, more safety
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measures should be devised. Drivers can be
notified of a red light by an onboard voice, the
brake can be automatically applied in case of
emergency and so on. There is much mechan-
ical consideration to be made. The automo-
bile industry should turn their policies from
passive safety to active safety.

* Reducing the Use of Fossil Fuel

The mass use of fossil fuel is affecting the
environment. The greatest consumer of the
fuel is motorcars. One solution might be a sys-
tem to allow vehicles to get electricity from the
road surface. The system can be adopted
only in limited places such as express high-
ways. But it is worth studying its feasibility. In
other countries, Light Rail Vehicles began their
services using electricity supplied from the
surface.
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The immediate task is to suppress fossil fuel
consumption while allowing the freedom of
mobility provided by automobiles. Inter-modal
conception will give solutions to this task,
using railways for long-distance trips and
using vehicles for short trips. Cars can be
transported on container trains or car trains.
In the Euro Tunnel running across the Dover
Straits, trucks and buses are transported on
wide and high wagons.

To realize any new ideas, the existing infra-
structure must be re-developed. And for this, a
systematic approach to the total transport sys-
tem must be made. Gasoline tax, now ear-
marked for road construction, should be used
for other transport purposes.

Hiroshi Nomoto / Depty Manager Rolling Stock Div.
Transport & Rolling Stock Dept. East Japan Railway
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Living Space and Vehicles

There has been little study made about the
relation between a living space and a vehicle.
Architects and house builders or even house
owners have paid little attention to interfacing
a house with a car.

Most architects leave some space for a park-
ing area and give no further consideration. In
fact, it is very difficult just to ensure a space
for a car when designing a house on a small
land lot, and there is no room to think about
how the owner will move between the doors of
the house and the car.

Automobile designers pay no attention to houses.
Their main interest is that their cars will sell well.
We should study about interfacing a house
with a car. For automobile manufacturers,
interfacing their products with houses will be
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one of their options in diversifying their prod-
uct lines. If a car were to be made with the
floor height at 45 cm, just as the floor height of
an average house, the dweller could go into
the car as if entering a room. So, it would
mean having another room if the problems of
ventilation and power supply were to be
solved. The height of ceiling and the type of
the door would also have to be considered
(except, of course, for house trailers). These
will be subjects for studying in developing the
interface between a house and a vehicle.

After the age of mass production, a new phase of
vehicle development will begin.

Fumio Okura / Industrial Designer, Architect

Civilization and Vehicles
Motorization has brought us the freedom of
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individual mobility and other technological ben-
efits. On the contrary, aside from vehicles there
are no other artificial objects that have caused
such a conflict between individual freedom and
the order of society. Even if we could not find a
solution to this conflict, we must mobilize our
wisdom to help both the earth and human
beings survive. The theme "Vision for Designing
a Motorized Society" can be interpreted as
meaning "consider means to design a future
civilization." JD should advocate national and
international policies including action plans for
the future motorized society based on deep
insights into a future civilization.

Takeshi Inoue / Chairman's office, GK Design

Freedom, Individuality and Sociality
The living environment has greatly changed in
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the past 40 years. The wisdom and moral
order nurtured through a materially poor but
humane life in the past were destroyed, and a
society seeking material affluence emerged.
Automobiles were a symbol of such a society.

The progress of motorization involved two con-
tradictory aspects. Automobiles expanded the
sphere of people's activity, and gave an impe-
tus to realize their material desires. Behind this
was the possibility of enhancing the quality of
life by promoting freedom and individuality. The
economic structure was consolidated in the
cause of promoting this possibility. Motorcars
were a major driving force for the industrial
development, and it became the national goal
to promote the industry. Highways were built
and other roads were improved with govern-
mental initiative. The distribution of goods was
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greatly expanded. Japan became a member of
the industrialized world as more people came
to own motorcars and other industrial products.
While chasing after material affluence and
convenience in living, however, an economic
yardstick has come to occupy people's mind.
Thus, the society as a whole came to have
materialistic values. Freedom must be sup-
ported by responsibility. This should be a prin-
ciple in building society.

As we live in the Information Age, it is predict-
ed that the economy would increasingly devel-
op in favor of those who are stronger in
computer skills. How can we change the pre-
sent structure where human nature is alienat-
ed and how can we redesign our society into
one in which the philosophy to value people's
sentiments is to be incorporated?
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Further progress of the conflict between econ-
omy and ecology will have to be addressed.
The protection of the earth should not be sep-
arated from our daily living. What can we do to
make the thought of "doing things now for the
sake of our grandchildren" a universal norm in
our daily behavior? This should lie in the base
of our designing policies and measures.

There are lots of things for social designers to do.
Yoichi Sumita / Industrial Designer

Motorcars and Sound

* Sounds of the Beetle

One of my father's best friends used to drive a
Volkswagen "Beetle." He often said "This car is
not only good in style, but also in the sounds it
makes." | was amazed "A car lover is particular
also about sounds..." | then came to like that
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engine sound, and knew his coming with the
sound. | recently told him this memory, and he
said, "A person who likes locomotives is
thrilled by the sounds of locomotives, as was |
by the engine sound. It sounded as if the car
is working hard breathing heavily." Sounds
that vehicles make may have great meaning to
individuals who like the vehicle, while to oth-
ers, however, sounds may mean noises and
nuisance.

* Motorcars and Mobile Phones

| began driving a car a year ago, and | real-
ized how a driver communicates with the car
by hearing the sounds of the engine and the
running of the wheels. At the same time, |
began using a mobile phone out of necessity,
to tell my family when there is a delay in my
coming home due to a traffic jam, and to meet
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people for sure when | cannot park my car at
the designated place. Because of the advent
of mobile phones, the soundscape of a motor-
ized society may change. What other items will
come out that would open up a new phase in
the world of cars?

* Soundscape Made by Motorcars

The present cities are flooded with sounds
made by motorcars and others. People can
hardly hear the sounds which should be
heard. The greatest problem here is that few
people are aware of this fact.

The typical noise pollution would mean the
loss of hearing and other health troubles that
people living along the major roads are suffer-
ing. Because of multiplication of masses of
noise, the entire city is likely to become deaf-
ened.
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Whether you like it or not, any drivers are
included among "offenders" who cause noise
pollution. Is there any other solution than to
bury the roads underground?

Keiko Torigoe / Soundscape Designer

People? or Motorcars?

* Snow country that has forgotten about snow

A newspaper article reported troubles in
Aomori prefecture, the northernmost of
Japan's main land, caused by the recent
heavy snowfall; Snowplows did not come,
buses were delayed due to traffic jam, breads
and other foods did not arrive at convenience
stores.

These troubles are not caused only by the
heavy snow. Aomori generally has much
snow, and people should have been accus-
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tomed to living with snow. However, the extra-
ordinary amount of snow this time revealed
that people have became much too depen-
dent on cars, and this is what caused troubles
in their life.

* Hamamatsu as the home of car manufacturing
Motorization progressed in Hamamatsu city as
there are motorcycle and automobile factories
in the suburbs. Large scale shopping malls
compete each other along the roads, people
commute to their workplaces by car. In con-
trast, the downtown center around
Hamamatsu train station has been on the
decline. Overpasses and underpasses were
built for pedestrians to smoothen the traffic in
cars. Pedestrians are forced to walk up and
down to cross the street. Something is wrong.
A motorized society does not mean a society
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in which priority is given to cars. Cars should
be something to support people's life.
Motorcars increase much faster than the
development of roads. Drivers' morals do not
support the increasing traffic either. The rela-
tions among people, cars and a city must be
reconsidered.

* Diversity of vehicles

As elderly people increase, low-speed carts,
power-assisted wheelchairs and bicycles will
come out on the streets. The low-speed carts
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are favored not only the elderly but young
people. However, the present road systems
only have lanes for cars (mainly four-wheel
cars) and pedestrians. It is hard to accommo-
date the above-mentioned vehicles.

What measures should be taken? Designers
should mobilize their wisdom. The first thing to
consider is the growing diversity of vehicles.
Koji Kuroda / Ass.Prof. Shizuoka University of Art and
Culture
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Motorized Society
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Chart for a Motorized Society

Some matters relating to vehicles or a motor-
ized society are drawn in the above chart. The
circled "Motorized Society" is the starting
point. Figures given here are taken from the
data of 30 years ago. It means that the same
kind of discussion was made then. "Bearing
too small a share of social cost" means that
the automobile industry and drivers take less
responsibility. For example, they use roads
constructed and maintained by public funds
for free or with small fees, while railway com-
panies construct and maintain tracks at their
own expenses. "Unseparated roads" mean
that motorcars are allowed to run even on farm
roads and narrow paths in city centers. "ITS
roads" mean roads equipped with an intelli-
gent traffic system. Signals are sent from the
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road surface to cars to support drivers or to
drive unmanned vehicles. On the pedestrians'
path, guide signs and traffic signals are to be
displayed. "Cities where roads are occupied
by parked cars" mean cities which have high
rates of spaces for vehicles per square kilo-
meter. Japan has a longer total length of roads
than L.A. If illegal parking on the roads, and
faulsifying certificates of parking spaces can
be more strictly regulated, wider space could
be made available for motorcars to run.

We invite the readers to make comments and
suggestions, so we can continue the discus-
sion in the forthcoming issue.

Yukio Sakoda / Industrial Designer
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A Desirable Motorized Society

| 'am skeptical about the present motorized
society, partly because | feel ashamed of
myself for not having clarified my stance about
the progress of motorization, and partly
because | do not agree to the present situation
allowing motorcars to exist. Recreational vehi-
cles and mobile phones are booming among
youngsters. The success of these products
aimed at a specific consumer group can be
attributed to the successful marketing and
planning of the manufacturers. Although it is
too superficial when seen from the entire soci-
ety, to my chagrin, the economy has to
depend on the production and sales of these
products.

The same thing is true with technology in
Japan. E. Nishibori, a scientist who served as
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the director of the 1st Antarctic Wintering
Party, once said that technology is a means to
accept the gift of nature. But as time went by,
technologies became means to realize peo-
ple's material desires and desires for comfort
and convenience.

At a symposium held in the beginning of the
1980s, one participant commented "Having no
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design policy may be the policy of vehicle
design in Japan." | did not agree to this com-
ment, but at the same time, | felt it sharply
pointed out the status of the ever-expanding
and increasingly complicated industrial struc-
ture of Japan.

| hear that people feel omnipotent when dri-
ving a car. It is also said that a car is a device
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to test a driver's self-controlling competence. |
do not agree that we must accept drivers and
vehicles as they are.

A minister who visited the States after WWII
was told by a US politician that Japan might
not manufacture automobiles but instead
should buy American cars. From this episode,
it is understood that automobiles became a
special symbol for Japan to display their full
strength to save their honor. But now, we
should go back to the starting point to
redesign vehicles in favor of humans.

JD should design a desirable society where
people and vehicles can exist in harmony, and
redesign vehicles as the property of a society
involving citizens and professionals.

Kunio Sano / industrial designer
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Australian Design Spirit

| had an opportunity of meeting Mark Armstrong
who designed the Olympic Torch for the Sydney
Olympiad 2000. The Olympic Torches in the
past Olympic Games were designed reflecting
the cultural and technical features of the host
countries. The one for the Melbourne Olympics
was an imitation of the Torch made for the
London Olympics. He says that Britain remains
his ancestors' country and that Australia is his
home country. He took the shape of the Opera
House in Sydney and the curve of an
Aborigine's boomerang as the motifs. | felt he
had a firm sense of national identity and attach-
ment to his country as an Australian.

On January 17, the International Design
Symposium was held jointly by the Japan
Industrial Design Promotion organization and

AYH—=F - F=ZAbFVT - AV B—F
a7 (LITFSAD & LTRZL
720 WMEAOFITEDA -2 TV TOT
WA UEREEME L BB S
Fux s b FHEA YO A X
BN B AT CERFEAETH 5,
ADADF Y 3 FL - v F—Vy—. TF
VRV - F=VIEEES, [V F=—F Y ¥
oy 2IZ5[ &g, A=A TV T7OT
YA VIZE S TEELDIE, ya—3L
v =y b, F L THEOHRILERE
AT ETITPK L TS #HTY, &
—Z b7 ) 7TIRHEROE, ZhERlD L
72 EREIITHA VZDEDTT, ADA
ZOHEDF A v EREMFIZIAT
3 &) mHEAREAH > T T
ZOHREORRIE, £ —ZAPFYTOD
ERKOHROALIZ, £—ZF0)7

DENEZTaR s s FHA VERTTS
&, A—=2 b 7) TEHND X —H —
XL, BOEWT YA v OHEMIEH
LU AR Z itk Tax
7 W TFHA YT hEHSOHEREN A FRRT

 FHA VEREY VRIS LICBILT

5Z2LThHB, WhiE, A—2F707
DG —rHELEFALLD. HMATH
% SAID R WERIZ K 2 6 7= H Rk D
BRE., WloyaryT 4 7aRkofET T
Kotz OB ERAVEMEES U222 E
R, VR LTI SN, A
fTLCER SN2 % LACA LR
O TATZ,

AV Uy s BRI %O,
DIXT Yy 7 FHA VEEISMA, 4
VT P EROANTEHR, FiliE

DORERAREIL, P TEHET W 26D
Tho7zh, IS L7 =4 Z b
oy ORI %, Bkt -2 507
THA Y OBELEHFRTH B EWDT
MEE L2 RETH 5,

HUBE EKXFD BCKTUAViEE =R

1947FRREFN. 197 1 FREEEAFETFETER
BRI, BECKA VYA ST IVT T A VREITAF.

siat

iy RT—AUE /0¥AI\ F FYAY DI—ADATHA4t)

& . ATH Nucleus 24 Contour (54> 0w o U7—#BRETTA > F—L)

the Australian Design Awards (ADA). The sub-
ject was "Australian Design Competitiveness -
2000 beyond the Olympics."

Brandon Gien, ADA National Manager spoke
to the audience, "The important thing for
designers in Australia after the Olympics is to
aim for the global market, and to tackle chal-
lenges posed by the Information Age.
Australia is a knowledge intensive country,
and the capital resource which has built such
a country is design competence. ADA is bur-
dened with the work of expanding this design
capital to the world market."

The Design Symposium aimed to introduce
excellent products designed by Australian
designers to Australian people and visitors,
and to help manufacturers understand the
importance of product design by providing

ADAFSERD

them with professional information and knowl-
edge. Therefore, along with discussions,
award winning products were exhibited. They
included some products of public design
developed on the occasion of the Olympics.
Above all, in-plant artificial ears and precision
appliances for surgery attracted my attention.
ADA was established based on the Standards
Australia International which has accumulated
design knowledge. In the awarded products,
such knowledge and design senses nurtured
among a people who continue to explore new
possibilities appeared to be crystallized.

The vigorous spirit of Mark Armstrong may
represent the sentiment of all designers in the
country.

Kiyoharu Fujimoto / Secretary General, GK Design
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Click, http://www.voice-of-design.com

Our web site was redesigned on the occasion
of the survey on "Design for a Motorized
Society" conducted from the end of 2000. The
questionnaire for the survey as well as the lat-
est information are added. Comments given
by readers,the results of discussions among
the board members, and JD events will bere-
ported. More timely and spontaneous com-
munication is enabled in additionto the
traditional summaries of articles in Voice of
Design. The questionnaire for the survey on
"Design for a Motorized Society" was first
released through the homepage.

One feature of this homepage is a great num-
ber of access and inquiries from Canada,
Taiwan, Germany and other countries. We are
considering to make our homepage a forum
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for a wider range of people to exchange views
from a wider horizon. We will welcome your
visit to our site. Please feel free to give your
ideas, comments and requests, and error cor-
rections to the Secretariat.

We continue to collect ideas and comments to
the "Design for a Motorized Society" survey.We
look forward to your participation.
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Editor's Note

Automobiles gained popularity among people,
and have kept enchanting them. After the
defeat in WWII, Japanese who saw the US
Army "Jeep" realized "It is no wonder that
Japan was defeated." Ever since, motorcars
became the objects of our adoration, and we
struggled to make cars competitive in the-
world market. The automobile industry served
as the great power in the making of Japan as
an economic power and is still serving as an
important supporting pillar. (Yukio Sakoda)





