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at the Ms. Sadako Ogata UN High Commissioner for Refugees.
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Design Creativity for the global society

Japan Institute of Design has taken up many
themes about the contemporary global society.
In 1999, these themes became major agendas
for the activities of "Designing the Globe" by
Design for the World. It is now the time for us to
narrow our themes to examine fewer questions
in depth.

Along with modernization, designers are faced
with the challenge of coming up with solutions
to various problems arising from the consump-
tion society. In pas t years, a new approach of
"social design" was proposed as a way to
involve designers more in the solution of social
problems. Social design should aim to con-

Toranomon Kogyo Bldg.7F 1-2-18 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 Japan
Phone:(03)5521-1692 Fax:(03)5521-1693 http://www.voice-of-design.com 200047 15H 517

voL.6-1

B ETFEERSEABEEBNICT

HzEd-7z8D2eHnET,
JEtHDesign for the World D BA&D 7z
TV 24— 7 CEE#H R EHFERHE O
HHETEACEEVLE L, RO
FIEIZS DN > TN S &5, KR
EPRHEROMBENE S LTETTET
LEWVWET, YT aLEKEE %
OIS Z S LB EAND T T a—F 03 db
DETH, 25 LEANEKERMIZES
OS5 THFIEE VDR, 5EfE LS >
TWE LD TESW LD Ty, i
A, HER - REERIC T U T ORI TR
BTFHA & LTESBREEL D2k
ETT, BROVLUTIEFIZRLS HH 0 F
LT [%551FE, 250 b, Frlifs S
BIZZhAEFSAILKIEL LTV
NErtBnFE LT, SHIZERRZH
STHEDE L7z,

Y a4 — 7 OF R S SR E

tribute to society. Other than this, it must be
considered how social design can firmly take
root in society, how it is economically support-
ed, and how the latest technologies can be
employed by it. In addressing global issues,
we cannot avoid the problems of refugees and
displaced people.

Recently, | met Ms. Sadako Ogata, UN High
Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva. JD has
a group tackling the refugee issue. At that time,
| wanted to clarify what designers could do to
save refugees, so | discussed this problem
with Ms. Ogata. After explaining about JD and
Design for the World, | said to her that we want-
ed to contribute to the world.
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Her first reaction was "What good can you do
for refugees by designing FASHION?" | explained
about our work, taking fashion as an example,
and spoke about making an outfit for protection
against cold by applying aluminum foil to a
cloth based on the theory of a thermos. She
gradually understood the relation between
humans and design. Then, she said "l know a
good example," and showed me a plastic sheet
and two photos of Sarajevo : one with modern
buildings before bombing and another showing
broken pieces of glass from the windows of the
buildings scattered on the streets. She looked
as if she were saying "How would you help
this?" A solution was the plastic sheet on which
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1-cm square fiber pieces were pasted. She
told me the story about the sheet. When the
question of protection against cold was
brought up, the UNHCR staff began a project
to devise a makeshift cover to protect people
against cold. They brought the idea of this
sheet to a maker for manufacturing and distrib-
uted sheets to the people in need. | said "lt's
exactly the work of design." She gave me an
enlightening example of how design was relat-
ed to various problems in the world. At the end
of our discussion, she promised that she would
ask UNHCR staff members to raise problems,
and would inform us so that we could work to
make greater contributions to the world.
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In the Talk Session, | hope that a new wave for
social design to make social contributions will
surge.

Kenji Ekuan / Chairman, Japan Insutitute of Design
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Researches on a Motorized Society and a
Water Environment JD researches for 2000 will
focus on "Motorized Society" and "Water
Environment".

* Motorized Society

Values, Quality and Efficiency of Mobility (Public
transportation and vehicles / Competitive and
complementary relations / Freedom of movement
and privacy) Sustainable Mobility Development
(Urbanization and ecological mobility / Community
and industrial development of developing
countries and vehicles) Safe Mobility and City
Problems (Intellectualization of vehicles and
cities / Mobility and safety systems) Vehicles and
Cities, and Changes in Figures (Industrialized
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architecture and vehicles / Vehicle models and
production technologies) Conditions for New
Energy Sources (Social systems for spreading
fuel cells / Man power and recycled energy for
mobility) Design Industry and Motor Industry
(Positions of designers of various genres in a
motorized society / Collaboration among design-
ers and other professionals) Changes in 3 /
Values) Right to Move and Barrier-free Transit
(for elderly people / international standards)

* Water Environment

Water-related Cultural Heritage (Water culture /
Education) Water-Greenery Networking (Rules
to keep water clean / Cohabitation with living
things) Water and Sustainable Urban Development

SIEHEB T—VICRT2EFIDHRR
CER TEMRAEH ST P S
VA NIRRT W NP R B[S

FIRIFES « AH —

R RAE

8 =

A V7)Y ML/ BEIOKRSR & L4
). AEpE L Al EIE RO E
(L bz e B/ HB)HOET &
FHEEAE) . BT AN F — DR
DSt RBEME ROt EY 257
L/ T4 =BT B AN, HET
INF =) FHAL VXL ABhE
2 (ILVHRITBT B TFHFEA VEEEHM
ONE /T A v EGEM & At Ei P o H[H]
%), MBORBOEEL ABE (42
2ot 2 IR ik /i
EETHS) . BEIOHERIE N T 7Y —
(UNEIOY=N (#5119 dE e n-7 - Y
BXREBIOD 72D 7 7 1) — BhUEs)
KIRIEMA

KRIZBD 53t - I (Kb E
BRIGHR  KERBEBCR O F2hE & B |
KREFDF v b — 2R OKBREIR 4
D 7= DETEREL Zhk s & B
2 ALE) . Ak & Rk vl RE 2 BB BH
¥ (Zhh» 5 OABEHEED#RM
BHi D) 2 R—3 3 v EKOREMEE) |
ARBIOL D IZIe T B HIREFTE (JRE S
TLRRVED & WL 72K 58l AR IR A > 2
T HE L TORBIGHRS) . K - PR
Bl D ARG (RaekK, RELIZKD
7L S AR ARV, - & (ARY v, N F S 3
%), KRWEBEERIE T A v (kY
P A INDZODRAET A ViEk,/ T
KBS B0 5 744 v #ias) . &
HIADR ORE W 5PE (FikAE 2
D=0 DEILY 2T L /NG D
KINZ%), ROEHEL 714 v (KIS
B 2 BRI RO alREME /KA 8 72 6§
RS %)

(Life in waterfront cities / Urban renovation and
stable water supply) Local characteristics for
waterscape development (Historico-cultural per-
spective / Waterscape for water source conserva-
tion) Futuristic Water Control and Utilization (Water
quality) Water recyling industries (sewage pro-
cessing) Effective Water Source Utilization (Water-
saving social systems / Water use of household
appliances) Aesthetics and Design (Water and
spirituality)

Masato Isaka / Managing Director, Japan Institute of Design
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Local characteristics for
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Project theme map
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Holonic Design

Three years ago, | advocated the concept of
"Social Design" to emphasize the need to con-
sider the influence of products on a society
when designing a product. Behind this is a
marketing concept. The next greatest question
is how other elements not covered by these
two elements can be incorporated.

As a politician, | have been committed to envi-
ronmental issues. Thus far, we have tended to
consider the "economy versus ecology." But in
the future, ecological economism should be the
norm of Japan, instead of environmentalism.
We must mobilize our wisdom to protect the
environment, and use and develop technolo-
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gies to solve environmental problems. Then,
the economy and ecology can be compatible.
No doubt, the IT industry will be the leading
industry in the 21st century, and there is a
need for an industry to fill the communication
gap for people leftun covered by IT innovation.
In particular, the problems of elderly people
can never be solved using only information
technology.

| propose the concept of Holonic Design as a
theme next to Social Design. It is a comprehen-
sive design method embracing Social Design
and economic theories. Balancing ecological
and welfare needs with economic activities
would present a new theme for JD. For exam-
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ple, a mobile telephone system is an indis-
pensable communication tool today. On the
other hand, it causes new problems such as an
electromagnetic wave and electronic crimes. It
also affects people's mentality. Thus, designers
should maintain microscopic and macroscopic
perspectives in designing a mobile telephone
rather than just designing its outward appear-
ance. Product design and system design
which were developed in the 20th century
should be further expanded in the new century.
Perhaps, the motorized society and the water
environment can be considered within the par-
adigm of Holonic Design.

Seiichi Mizuno / Chairman of Tokyo Creative Committee
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Total Design

In 1961, Takashi Asada said that we should
have an environmental perspective for area
development. It had strong impact on me. Ten
years later, the Environment Agency was
established, and the word ‘environment'
became a popular word, although "environ-
ment" was narrowly interpreted as being "water"
and "greenery" reflecting the division in the
Agency. What Asada meant was "total design"
of an are a including bridges, dams, buildings,
guideposts, transport, etc.

For total design, six points must be taken into
account: 1. Interrelation of various genres of
design such as graphics, industrial design,
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architecture, and so on. 2. Relation with nature.
3. Variety of people's desire and behavior,
often contradictory to each other. 4. Socio-eco-
nomic systems, including fund sources and the
problem of managing the completed develop-
ment project. 5. How to use the developed
area. 6. Vehicles, water and other problems
caused by modern civilization.

Total design often involves conflicts in desire.
Because of this, thorough planning is required
in the design process. For example, if motor-
ization progresses, life will be more convenient.
But, it will affect human life in many ways.
People have different and often opposite val-
ues. A solution may have to be devised which
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is applicable only to a particular district. An
American urban designer Jonathan Barnet
commented "Cities in the US had expelled
mass transport systems based on economic
theories. In order to reactivate cities, we must
revive them at any cost.

Regarding water, in The United Arab Emirates,
green belts are made in the desert for about 1
km on both sides of the road connecting Dubai
and Abu Dhabi. Distilled sea water is supplied
through pipes to each tree. Funds obtained by
oil are poured into greening. We have to be just
as determined in our efforts to create an envi-
ronment.

Akira Tamura / Regional Policy Planner
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Happiness in Design - Design for Citizens

| advocate "Design for Citizens" as a theme for
the 21st century because products for our daily
use are still designed from the manufacturers'
perspective. Consumers are passive beings
merely receiving what manufacturers provide.
Many products are created without considering
users' desires or convenience. In general, designs
in Japan seem to show playfulness or a feeling of
happiness. It may be part of a gender issue. An
overwhelming majority of designers and people
involved in decision-making are men. Women's
participation in design must be encouraged in
order to promote "Design for citizens, by citizens
and of citizens." Mentend to be obstinate.
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For example, lap-top computers were almost
always black or dark gray until i-Mac was
launched. In a PC showroom, | told a sales-
clerk that | did not want to buy such ugly com-
puters. But he said that young black ones were
selling well as young people like them. Then i-
Mac was launched in five colors. Its screen
images are pleasant, and the machine is user-
friendly. It gained popularity immediately, and
Japanese manufacturers began to imitate it.

What is lacking in designing water environ-
ments is a viewpoint that they are used by citi-
zens. The construction and improvement of
parks with water and rivers are totally planned
from the management point of view. There are
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many off-limit areas. Breakwaters are mostly
made of vertical concrete walls. No one can
climb, no life can grow there.

Designs in Japan may satisfy technical require-
ments, but the greatest problem is that users
cannot enjoy using them. Lack of humanity,
sincerity, sense of life. and overemphasized
importance of technology are characteristics of
contemporary Japan. In order to promote
'Design for Citizens," | suggest that JD begin a
campaign to get rid of bad designs, such as
vending machines that are wasting resources.
Citizens, on our part, should speak out in order
to realize our desiresin concrete designs.
Tomoko Inukai / Critic
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What designers should do now

| 'am promoting a mobile hospital project that
can be transported in a container under the
Light Infrastructure Development Project. Mr.
Suganami of AMDA ordered one container in
April. He asked me to offer the first floor of the
Hiroshima House that | am building in Phnom
Penh in Cambodia as a hospice for AIDS
patients. The number of AIDS patients is rapid-
ly increasing there. In the DW symposium last
year, the Single Use Safety Syringe project was
introduced, and | thought it a negative design
activity. But now | realize that the project is very
realistic.

| now have 4 containers. | used them as mobile
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art museums to visit many places to raise funds
for the Hiroshima House. Now they are placed
in the middle of a paddy field in Saga prefecture
in Kyushu, and | am using them as research
offices on water and vehicles.

There are well-developed creeks in Saga. To
live using water, or creeks, costs a lot. In other
words, a new business, or industry could be
developed from designing a life using water. It
is very expensive to live using the old rivers
and artificial canals, but it is very important.
However, the power of the government, either
national or local, is weakening financially. As
the economy is low, the business community is
also weakened. It is only a civic community
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which has a sufficient fund. But we have not
acquired the skill to work with the civic commu-
nity as our direct client. The civic community is
reluctant to provide money to realize an area
development project incorporating water envi-
ronments. This is because citizenship educa-
tion has not been provided. At the Children's
Workshop to be held in Saga this summer, |
would like to place my containers in a field of
Saga and have children study about water and
life. Adults will not understand the significance
of paying for life with water. So | expect chil-
dren to grow to be enlightened citizens.

Osamu Ishiyama / Architect
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The Future of a Consumption Society

A rigorous automobile boom is occurring in
China. China-made RVs were on displayin a
recent motor show there. Japanese business
people may have felt that they can find busi-
ness opportunities in that huge market with a
population of 1.3 billion. People at large may
be interested in the designs of Chinese cars. |
feel a kind of threat gathering a message from
this fact that the large market would enter mass
production, mass distribution, mass consump-
tion and mass disposal. We have no right to tell
Chinese people not to have material desires.
Why are they so enchanted by cars? Isn't it
because the media has disseminated informa-
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tion in such a way as to have consumers be
longing for automobiles and to drive them to
spend their money to satisfy their desires. Who
creates such information? Designers. Designers
of all genres are contributing to the development
of the system of mass production, distribution,
consumption and disposal. Design ersconducting
their work efficiently have been evaluated as
being competent for the last 50 years. We
should realize this fact.

In order to sustain development while balanc-
ing ecology and economy, both environmental-
ists and economists should advocate that both
aspects should be taken into account.
Designers must examine our philosophies, and
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present new ideas to consumers to educate
them. Education is most needed today. It
should not be forced unilaterally. We must dis-
cuss issues together. In particular, designers
involved in communication design must start
with what we can do ourselves.

As the first step, we will pour our energy into
ecology-conscious companies. Those who
appear on TV and other media should become
agents for educating the public consciously.
The goal that we aim at is quite clear. The
problem is how to realize it. JD must play a due
role to find out ways and take action to do so.
Hiroshi Sano / Creative Director
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Fitting design

"Fitting Design," a design genre that is not
widely known among the public, and its posi-
tion is not yet established even in the design
community.

On the other hand, "universal design" may
sound good, and it is often talked about as if it
is a trendy topic. It is not that "fitting design"
functions to get to the bottom of "universal
design" or "design for all." We must first define
what is "fitting design" after studying about rela-
tions between humans and objects, between
human and the environment, and ease of han-
dling and further interfacing. It is only after this
process that the meaning of universal design
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can be clearly understood. Because of its com-
fortable sound, universal design tends to be
interpreted as designs friendly to all.

As an industrial designer, | have thought that
industrial design itself is universal design. But
now | am afraid that the term is increasingly
interpreted in a different way.

Ergonomic consideration so far has been based
on the size of western people. In designing fur-
niture pieces, for example, designers have
modified the dimensions of imported products.
They paid attention to only size, but not to invis-
ible measurements such as users' strength to
twist, to hold, to keep holding an object. Since
the population is aging, the average age of

ML & 0D SHITEA > TN RNET
T, INHhSZHINSEBREREREND
HDHTWEZNWERSTED 7,

T4y TAVITHEA VS DIET
oV, ¥h Y OLMIZ LTI
DUUI T2 WANARELET 93V 3T, L
SHO LT AT Iy BigEfHaTn
9, TOT oV VET L 9T 4 VYTT
FA YV ENISEIIMETITFTCEZLZTH
ElWEESTEDET,

ZFLTHESPLSFH LD BAE ST
5. ANMl&®/, ABMERE, HN—FE
SHDTIEEL, V7 MDA =7 —
VaviERALDLIITEN, EARS
SIZABIZ T 4w P LS EFNT ZER
BONPENS KADFEREFE > TEE
B ->TEh £,

consumers will be 40 s or even 50s in place of
20s and 30s. Designers must take the physical
strength of this or older generations into
account. We should examine the relation of a
product with users, and extend our mind to a
universal design and further to individualized
designs. | will proceed with my work while
experimenting on these points.

Fitting design for a designer may be likened to
drawing for a painter. At least, | would consider
it as such.

| will also seek what modes of communication
will satisfy people.

Atsuko Kamoshida / Industrial Designer
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Public Perspective

| would like to include public information in
considering "public design." Architects should
consider their building designs to be public
designs and persuade their clients as such.
Graphic designers should insist on the design
quality of public information materials.

Although government officers are talking about
the IT revolution, and the need for higher design
quality, the posters and catalogues currently
distributed are very poorly designed, and some
are even disgusting.

Regarding water, in Saudi Arabia, water is
more expensive than gas oline. It costs a mil-
lion yen a year to grow a tree. In Germany,
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In Europe, bus stops are built and
managed with the advertising
revenues.

(Wall Co. Ltd. Germany.Designed
by GK)
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humidity is so low that it requires a special
device to create a biotope, while in Japan, it is
very easy to create a biotope. We are gifted
with water, which makes usless concerned
about it. We need to consider the precious
value of water, and how to use it wisely.

At present, roads are made only for vehicles and
pedestrians, or transit at 40 km - 60 km/h and 4
km/h. There is no space for bicycles and 4-
wheel motor-wheel chairs. There is no legal pro-
vision for devices running at 6 km/h, 20 km/h -
40 km/h. So, we are considering the feasibility of
constructing a third type of road in our project.
As part of public design, an initiative called
"Private Finance Initiative (PFI)" is being imple-
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mented. This can be an important test to see
what contributi on the private sector can make
to the general public. For instance, in the base-
ment of a public building, a shop usually can
occupy only a 5 sg.m. space. But a space as
wide as 100 sg.m. can be rented through PFI
to operate a shop. If this trend progresses, the
private sector may soon rent out signboards
and signposts to the public sector while taking
responsibility for the design, production and
maintenance and management of these. Recent
movement to paint advertising graphics on the
whole body of buses used for public trans-
portation is also a PFl example.

Takeshi Nishizawa / Industrial and Urban Designer
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Development Assistance

Considering development assistance, a trans-
fer of technology from developed to developing
countries is one important aspect. Universality
in automobile design, regional and national
characteristics and design fitting to such con-
ditions should be considered in the context of
technology transfer.

A few decades ago, Prime Minister Mahathir of
Malaysia visited Japan with the intention of
designing a national car, the "PROTON SAGA,"
himself for his people. He advocated the "Look
East Policy" at that time, but he brought a
British adviser. While looking for something
Japanese, he also looked to the values of
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Anglo-Saxons.

The values given to motorcars for people in
developing countries in Asia tend to be in the
act of driving rather than considering them as a
means of transportation. For some people,
speed is more important than safety. But Dr.
Mahathir sought western universality which is
widely accepted among developed countries.
Around that time, we proposed a cheap, sim-
ple and durable "Asian Car" to the Philippines
as an alternative to their gaily decorated "jeep-
ney," which they refused, because it seemed
that we were pushing our values on them. So
when we are involved in a cooperation project
to develop a motorcar for ad eveloping coun-
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try, we need to work in collaboration with local
designers and manufacturers, and take the uni-
versality of automobiles, local climatic condi-
tions such as a high temperature and humidity,
and undeveloped maintenance service sys-
tems into account. While doing so, we should
understand their values.

| gather that designers and technical engineers
in developing countries want to learn how to
make products not only of high efficiency but of
good design through the process of technical
transfer. They are looking forward to a day
when the products of their own design will be
put on the market.

Hiroshi Matsumoto / Senior Executive Director
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Landscape Design

Japan is among the most gifted countries in
nature. Natural beauty is the great source of
comfort for people. In the latter 17th century,
Engelbert Kaempfer, a German naturalist
referred to the garden-like landscape of Japan
in his " History of Japan." Even today, foreign-
ers visiting rural Japan admire the natural
beauty as being like a garden.

| visited Lichiang near Kunming in Yunnan
province of China. A post town along the
Southern Silk Route that still remains as it was.
Several rivers gathering snow water from high
mountains run through the town. People use
the water for cooking and washing. And the
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water flows down over a night. The typical
landscape of a town with water is there amid
the desert.

In the process of modernization / westernization
after the Meiji Restoration, Japan has lost vari-
ous things once characteristic to Japan. Some
tried hard to maintain the culture of the Edo
period but were pushed out in the strong wave
for westernization. As a result, forms and visual
and spatial compositions were emphasized in
landscape designs in the 20th century.

The emphasis is now being shifted from con-
structing more parks and greenery to manag-
ing the existing greenery. One direction is
environment conservation and landscaping.
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This includes education for children to have
them learn the cycle of nature through planting
plants and watching wild creatures.

Another direction is the spatial design of urban
centers, the bases, roofs and walls of build-
ings. Thanks to the views of the earth from
space shuttles, we developed a much broader
concept to see the entire earth as a "garden."
We, landscape designers must work closely
with artists and designers of other genres to
create a space of green and water which will
provide habitats to living things.

Haruto Kobayashi / Landscape Architect
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Social Design in an Elderly Society

In the advertising agency | am working for, a
new project "Social Design in an Elderly
Society" began recently.

According to a vice-minister of the Ministry of
Finance, people in their 50s to 70s possess 75
percent of the assets of the Japanese. He also
says as long as these assets remain fixed, the
economy of the country would not be activated.
As the babyboomers are entering their 50s,
they will become the major component of the
elderly society. Hence, advertisement agencies
began studying marketing in the elderly society.
In addition to securing free movement for the
elderly, how can a new kind of comfort be cre-
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ated? Can we create it with added economic
value? | am interested in barrier-free mobility as
a component of social design in the elderly
society. Population aging is a common issue
among developed countries but this will soon
be a problem in developing countries such as
China and Singapore. There fore, design for
the elderly will be directed to these countries.
We are currently at the stage of how to
approach this question. As digitization of the
media is progressing, dramatic changes are
occurring in the world of advertising. It implies
that newspaper advertisements will not h ave
the same level of influence on consumers as
before. Instead of mass marketing, one-to-one
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communication between a company and an
individual consumer is demanded.

A total viewpoint is necessary for "water envi-
ronment," but programs or events are increas-
ingly aiming at a specific locality. It is more
effective, sustainable and expandable.

People are more concerned about the water
environment of their neighborhood community.
Designers should discuss the question of water
environment with community people. Through
such forums and workshops , means of improv-
ing the community should be sought.

Kuniaki Tamura / Hakuhodo Inc.
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Talk Session Summary

Presentations by the four speakers in Session
A were well linked.

It was proposed that the consciousness of peo-
ple who will enjoy the products of design to
participate in a design process should be
enhanced. People were identified not as being
consumers but as being "citizens," who are
highly conscious about participating in deci-
sion-making processes. Civil society has devel-
oped through a long history filled with toil,
changes and victims. After more than a century
since the onset of modernization, and looking
back on what designers have done in the
process, particularly after WWII, we now realize
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that we should design our future world. We
should also encourage people to become
enlightened citizens and take part in the
process of designing. This presents an awak-
ening movement for us all.

In Session B, six speakers presented their
views from their standpoints. Having different
viewpoints from different positions is very
important, because any problem cannot be
solved by a single person approaching from a
single angle. Different people with different
specialties should collaborate. When many
persons put a pin into a ball, these pins meet at
the core. Likewise, the core of a problem
appeared to be identified through the six pre-
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sentations.

We claim that JD is not only a forum but an
action-oriented organization. After finding the
focus of current problems through discussions
today, | realized that we are now at the point
that we must take action.

Keniji Ekuan
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The activity of the Shiga 21st Century Memorial
Project Association.

In Shiga prefecture, the 21st Century Memorial
Program has been prepared. The program is a
long-term movement by local people to main-
tain and improve our environment. To give
impetus for this movement, start-up events will
be carried out between March and November
in 2001. Shiga 21st Century Memorial Project
Association was established in November 1999
and attended by more than 140 NPOs and
NGOs. Currently, the Association is approach-
ing companies to join the movement.

The main theme of the movement is "Water and
Life - Nature and Culture." Japan's largest lake,
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Lake Biwa is located in Shiga prefecture. The
lake occupies about one sixth of the area of the
prefecture, and collects water from all over the
prefecture. Waste water also flows in. The lake
supports the life of people and at the same time
it threatens the life of people. Before the Lake
Biwa Ordinance was promulgated in 1979, red
water appeared in the lake which shocked the
people. The main cause was found to be the
waste water from households. A movement
began to encourage people not to use deter-
gents containing phosphorus. After only a few
decades, people's consciousness about their
detergent use has been lowered. The Memorial
Program is intended to encourage people to
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review their lifestyles and to take steps to keep
balance between nature and their life.

Subthemes under the main theme are "Water
and Life", "Water and Technology" (industries
and technical development), "Water and the
Earth" (agriculture, forestry and fisheries), and
"Water and Future Generations" (wisdom to be
conveyed to the young). Citizens and company
employees will form working groups to imple-
ment experiments under each subtheme. If
some experiment fails, we can get lessons from
the failure and may bring a better result in the
future. We consider the year 2001 as the begin-
ning of our initiative, and the Associationis now
inviting citizens to submit their ideas for pro-
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grams which will be triggers for future programs,
or ideas for new products. We offer prizes for
excellent ideas. We will publicize all ideas sub-
mitted, because there may be some people who
may be inspired by these ideas and who wish to
implement them as their activities.

Discussion

- Are you trying to organize the prefecture pop-
ulace into NGOs? Do you consider the process
to be important?

KIMURA: The year 2001 is the beginning of our
efforts to do so. The result of the program would
become apparent five years or ten years later.
Currently, there are about 600 organizations in
the prefecture including cultural groups, and
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about 150 organizations of them will take part
in the Memorial Program. The Memorial Association
may need to coordinate them. We hope that
there will be new developments arising out of
the interaction of members of different groups.

- Has the prefecture tried to collect public opin-
ions for this program?

KIMURA: The prefecture office organized a 25-
person committee consisting of representatives
from the private sector including five selected
through an open application. The prefecture
proposed the organization of an exposition,
which was thrown out in half an hour. The com-
mittee met 18 times (sectional meeting includ-

(BRERBER)

ed) after that, and we gather the voices of peo-
ple are well reflected in their discussions.

| have no idea how many proposals would be
submitted, and what kinds of agendas can be
structured after all. The 9th International Conference
on the Conservation and Management of Lakes
to be held in 2001 can be a good trigger pro-
gram. It is an academic conference closed to
the public. But NPOs began to organize a Citizens'
Conference and invite the World Conference
particpants to their events. As the Association,
we will publicize the NPOs, NGOs and small
groups so that people interested can get
access to them. (http://www.shiga21.com)
Mitsukazu kimura / Public Activity Division Deputy Director
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Interview with NGO of medical aid Médecins du
Monde Japon

Medecins du Monde is an NGO of medical aid
based in Paris, France. It was established by
Bernard Kouchner who was one of the founders
of Medecins sans Frontiere. He acts as the
head of the UN Mission in Kosovo. Medecins
du Monde Japon is the japan office of Medecins
du Monde. "Voice of Design" asked Médecins
du Monde Japon secretaries about the living
conditions for volunteers and displaced chil-
dren.

Meédecins du Monde now has representatives
and offices in 16 countries with about 3,000
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doctors and nurses registered as volunteers.
About 150 programs are carried out in 50
countries. Its activity in Japan began with an
emergency relief for the victims of the Great
Hanshin Awaji Earthquake in 1995 when
Medecins du Monde Japon was established.
The target groups of Méedecins du Monde are
victims of natural disasters and armed con-
flicts, people living in poor health and hygienic
conditions, and street children.

"treat the sick and injured, and give evidence to
facts."

The mottoes of Medecins du Monde are "treat
the sick and injured, and give evidence to
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facts." Not only emergency relief, Medecins du
Monde emphasizes long-term rehabilittion and
assistance programs. Supporting people's self-
help efforts through medical services is also
part of its purposes. International pressure is
often height ened when Medecins du Monde
gives evidence on the facts about places
involved in a conflict.

Living conditions of refugee camps are often
extremely poor. We once tried to use the vinyl
tubes for instillation to transport water, but it
proved impractical for refugees to carry.

The living conditions for volunteers
Conditions are no better for volunteers. Last
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year in Kosovo, we rented a house near a
refugee camp, and volunteers commuted from
the house to the hospital, or visited many vil-
lages. We had 20 to 30 people sleeping on the
floor, and there was only one toilet. There were
few chances to shower or bathe in the hot sum-
mer. The supply of water and electricity
stopped frequently. We stored water in a tank
when it runs to use for washing and flushing.
Living environment affects the physical and
mental conditions of volunteers. When the liv-
ing condition is so poor, volunteers are psycho-
logically broken down before they are
exhausted physically. To enable people to live
out a long-term refugee life or to continue relief
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activities, living quarters should be devised so
as to keep privacy. Privacy is more important
when working under an extreme situation.

Displaced children.

War-stricken children suffer insomnia, bed-wet-
ting, headache and other PTSD symptoms. In
some cases, these symptoms may occur right
after or long after they come through a war.
They may grow to invoke a conflict. In order to
break the chain of violence, care must be given
to victims immediately after they suffer from
trauma.

In Chechen where two wars occurred in five
years, there are children who were born under
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the wars and who do not know how to play. So
we provided one tent at a corner of the camp
for children to play with others and to paint pic-
tures.
Through drawing flowers and painting the tents
in different colors together with others, chil-
dren's hearts are cured. Playing is also essen-
tial. So toys should be something that meet
children's cultural needs. Injury to the heart can
hardly be cured, and our service through an
interpreter has a limit. We need to train local
personnel.

(Interview / Masato Isaka, Ayumi Nanjo)
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General Assembly

JD General Assembly was held in Tokyo on
June 7, 2000. Following the President 's
remarks, the action and financial reports, and
the auditor's report for 1999 were presented.
After viewing the video on the Design for the
World '99 Symposium prepared by Mr. Yagyu,
the assembly discussed and approved the draft
action program and budget for 2000.

Besides the on-going programs, researches on
vehicle society and water environment will be
newly initiated. Hiroshi Sano and Tomoko Inukai
pointed out the importance of "Communication
Design" to cope with the IT Revolution and the
need to improve the JD Homepage.
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Japan-Finland Design Symposium
Japan-Finland Design Symposium was held
from June 19 to 23 in Helsinki, Finland. About
10 designers each from the two countries gath-
ered representing architecture, interior, prod-
uct, textile and jewelry design genres.  (Isaka)
Meeting in the Kansai Area

JD members in the Kansai area had a meeting
over lunch on June 17. They discussed what
action they should take in their area, the need to
define "design" is the first step to encourage
people's interest in design, and they deter-
mined to expand their activities, and that design
education should be given to school children
from the elementary school level.  (Noriji Sato)
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Editor's Note

The prefecture proposed to the Committee com-
posed of the representatives of citizens that an expo-
sition be organized. But the Committee refused the
idea with in half an hour (Mr. Kimura of the Shiga 21st
Century Memorial Project Association). Here, | feel the
growing consciousness of citizens about their com-
munity. They said "No" to the proposal by the gov-
ernment, as they are aware of where they stand.
At the turn of the century, the consciousness of
both designers and people is changing. There
are signs that designs for individuals that will
be long cherished will be created. | hope this
issue gives an insight into design directions in
the new century. (Yukio Sakoda)





