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Sustainable Life and Designs

In the past 30 years, designers have been con-
tributing to the achievement of huge works
which include both negative and positive
aspects. The present society in Japan is mod-
eled ultimately after American society with
mass production and consumption. Designers
have been playing their role in production, con-
sumption, advertising, distribution, sales and
waste and in the domains of the social infra-
structure and city planning, i.e. civil engineer-
ing and housing construction. They were also
very active in every possible way in the devel-
opment of mass production lines. In the scenes
of waste, designers of waste containers and
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sewage facilities have been cooperating with
specialists in those respective fields. This
cooperation has contributed to the materializa-
tion of remarkable economic development.

Half a century ago this civilization was wonder-
ful for Japanese people. Nobody, at least, no
designer, questioned this development.
Towards the end of 60s there was a group of
people who criticized the then leading move-
ment of modernizing graphic designs question-
ing their relation with the capitalist system. But
they, and even students and young people
who were crying for the destruction of the
establishment have been contributing to the
development of mass consumption civilization
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as consumers. As such, no question was
raised when freight traffic was shifted from rail-
way to trucks that emit massive amounts of
noxious exhaust gases. And the time has come
to question "What role do designers have to
play?" All the objects and images that compose
our living environment are designed by design-
ers. In other words, designers have the ability
to suggest a new form of environment, and a
new lifestyle. and the keyword for this is "sus-
tainable life." So far we designers have been
creating an unsustainable civilization and been
suggesting an unsustainable life. However, we
have to work on to the system steering it to a
sustainable direction, i.e. to sublate our econo-
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my and ecology even to the slightest degree.

The waste disposal problem is presenting itself
as a warning to consumers that this civilization
has become unsustainable. The industries
which offer designers chances to be active are
obliged to shift their direction to possible sus-
tainability. In the near future the responsibilities
of those who manufacture and sell commodi-
ties which produce wastes are going to be
asked to bear green costs. And management
must have long ranged perspectives of their
business is bound to take this matter seriously.
Enterprises that have to severely compete
against each other for survival in a global scale
of economy may have to promote unsustain-
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able development until the rule of survival can
be shifted to a sustainable direction. There is
little room for individual designers to improve
this situation against this trend. What they need
is to be united and cooperate towards this end.
The Japan Institute of Design exists for this
purpose. If everybody jointly speaks up that
can mobilize the media that may lead to shake
the system and, as a result, a future perspec-
tive may be found for designing.

Hiroshi Sano / Creative Director
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OPEN DISCUSSION:
DESIGN IN ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIETY
- An Attractive Image of Life

* Environmental Issues are conspicuous in
Japan now

KANEKO: If we design simple things, we must
not design them badly, otherwise, consumers
will not accept shabby desigis, and the prod-
ucts will not sell well. At the same time, we
have to change our values. We should not
always use fresh materials, we must also make
the best use of recycled materials. And finally
we have to make efforts to employ the idea of
"fineware," a suggested notion integrating hard-
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ware and software to designing (ref. Vol.2-2 of
Voice of Design).

ISHIYAMA: Almost half of the waste Tokyo pro-
duces is that from construction sites. Polluted
soil dug out when constructing a new building
causes an environmenta | problem on a global
scale. How we should tackle the problem of
waste from various aspects? This should also
be taught at educational scenes. Materials
improper to use have been scientifically dis-
covered and reported. We have been using
such materials and naturally industrial design-
ers have been producing them. And now it is
made clear that they are harmful to the human
body. These days ecology is a big issue, but
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I'm afraid it has been rather superficial. The
fact is that the idea of architecture is already
falling apart before the idea matures. For
instance, if one is to design a modern building
it will crumble in 40 years and has to be taken
down producing a huge amount of rubble and
waste. Therefore, one must design keeping the
above mentioned fact in mind.

KOBAYASHI: We take the position of
‘approach persons from the environment." We
try to assess landscapes of a certain area and
its ecology from a wide-range perspective. At
the next stage we will clarify the whole struc-
ture with a rough landscape, and a land use
plan. Thirdly, we design each part based on
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this planning. Fourthly, we will plan how we will
manage the whole area. It seems that we are
entering an era when we must discuss land-
scape ecology.

TAMURA: | think the ecology issue suggests
that we are in an era where fundamental
changes should take place in various fields
such as the legal system, our ways of thinking,
information transmission and designing.

* Buildings built in the 1960s become waste

KANEKO: Some say that packaging is not nec-
essary. Then, can we completely do away with
it? Not always. A UN data on the rate of food
loss in the course of delivery shows that the
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rate is about 3 to 4% in developed countries
but in developing areas like Africa the rate
goes up to 70%. And one of the causes for the
loss is improper packaging, i.e. scattered and
eaten up by insects and rats. Packaging is
important in this sense. We have to keep in
mind that 60% of the whole weight of products
is shared by packages. Putting emphasis on
waste, we are trying to establish a rule tackling
this problem; i.e. what is a good way not to pro-
duce waste: how should we minimize the
amount of waste; how we recycle waste materi-
als, etc.

ISHIYAMA: Demand for house construction is
falling, and around 2020, the demand would be
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mostly for repairs and renovation of the houses
built in the 60s and later. The estimated amount
of construction waste of these houses is so
huge that even increased waste processing
plants will not be able to accommodate it. |
define the aged society to be where people
have little will to build new buildings. The actual
market situation is already shifting to renova-
tion. However, the mentality of construction
business people is unchanged. Now we are in
the recession of the construction industry, but it
is not a slump in the traditional meaning. We
should look into the future of the construction
industry in an aged society with low-economic
growth.
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* Establishment of Eco-Economics

TAMURA: Switzerland is so advanced that they
give an "Eco-Hotel Award" to hotels that have a
thorough understanding of ecology regarding
hotel construction. Switzerland cannot survive
as a state founded on tourism unless those
hotel people have an understanding of this
ecology. The environmental policy of Freiberg
in Germany is often mentioned, but we must
not forget the fact that the starting line of this
policy is based on the people's anti-nuclear
power station movement. Forests occupy 40%
of German land, and are the object of environ-
mental assessment or of protection. The anti-
nuclear power station movement started from
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the point of protecting forests. Actually German
people are trying to live with serious concern
about the environment, and various industries
are arising from that.

KOBAYASHI: In Japan 68% of the land is
forests and nearly half of them are artificially
planted. Our problem is that we planted a sin-
gle type of tree in our forestation campaigns. |
only hope to establish a distribution system for
lumber from thinning.

ISHIYAMA:I am suggesting we throw away
thinned-out lumbers. | do not support the idea
of "let's plant greens around us." The most
important thing is to know what we could do
based on accurate calculation of cost and
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effect. Japanese trees are very costly and we
must think how we could merchandise such
expensive materials. We only think of houses
and furniture. Aren't there more uses for lumber?
This is something to do with our power of creativity.
TAMURA: It is true that the conglomerates of
the world are already taking steps considering
energy costs of the future. There are some
Japanese companies who are engaged in
technical development while keeping cost cal-
culation in mind. And various policies are being
prepared in this line.

* Beyond Simple Humanism
KANEKO: Economy in terms of our daily life,
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we used have the expression of SHIMATSU (lit-
erally, "beginning and end") that means the left-
over odd ends had been cast away, i.e. waste
disposal is left with society or nature. However,
from now, reclamation will be strictly regulated.
Naturally we have to pay for garbage collec-
tion, and commercial activities are likely to
emerge from there. On the other hand remark-
able improvement is seen in the field of pack-
aging materials, some have achieved energy
reduction by 70%. Tackling ecological problems
will lead to reduction of costs for corporations,
which may increase their competitiveness.

SAKOTA: Among so-called refugees there
must be those displaced for reasons other than

6
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political, ...ecological such as environmental
destruction?

ISHIYAMA: Yes, wars could be the cause of
such destruction. Both problems of refugees
and recycling should be reviewed not from a
simple humane standpoint but from a sheer
economic viewpoint. Another thing we have to
consider is to find new joys that can be devel-
oped into new businesses in the aged society
on the assumption it has little desire to create
new physical products.

KOBAYASHI: | think there may arise the joy of
creating our environment. In England there is
an idea called "ground work."

TAMURA: Most of us are willing to do some-

LTt R FRIE)

thing new for the environment. We think, "It
would be nice if we did it." But taking action is
another thing.

KANAKO: | feel we've come to the point we
must tackle the problem anyway.

S. Kaneko / President of GK Graphics Inc.

0. Ishiyama / Architect

H. Kobayashi / Landscape Architect

K. Tamura / Hakuhodo Inc.

Y. Sakoda / Industrial Designer (Coordinator)
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Ecological Design - Path to Zero Emission

HAYASHI: Ecology is a popular topic of the
town. That means that the present life is not
ecological. Modern science is branched into
special fields, which are not inter-related, and
no one sees science in its entirety. We must
look into modernity critically, and find a princi-
ple that will be applied to every field of special-
ity. The principle can be a circulatory society. |
am confident that the general trend of the soci-
ety is directed into that. What we need today is
to see our future in the context of a circulatory
system. Based on this concept, | would like to
identify problems. One is to review the present
"'scrap and build" way of construction. Houses
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are demolished 20 years or 25 years after they
are built. Most of the construction wastes are
burnt or disposed in a landfill. We must change
this. Second is to reappreciate Japanese tradi-
tional architecture. Third is to reuse the dis-
posed lumber. A demolisher in Gunma
prefecture makes wooden blocks out of
wastes, which can be used to build a house
and furniture. | tested these blocks, and find
them useful to build temporary houses repeat-
edly to help people displaced because of nat-
ural disasters.

SHIINO: Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) is meant
to evaluate and quantify the loads of the whole
process of a product from manufacturing to
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disposal on the environment. It looks into the
cycle of collecting natural resources (cutting
trees, and the economic value of recycled
materials), manufacturing the parts materials
(pollution), manufacturing (toxic substances),
distribution and sales (emission gas pollution),
use (energy saving), disposal, and collecting
resources. Problems may be caused at each
stage, and the entire cycle may not be circulat-
ed. By introducing LCA, it is intended to mini-
mize the occurrence of problems by
quantifying problems at each stage. If we take
ecological consideration into account at every
stage of product life from the beginning of
design conception and disposal, the load on

7
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the environment is much less than that to be
applied at a later stage to avoid or remove pol-
lutants. By introducing LCA in the production of
consumer electric apparatuses, the advantage
of design improvement would be quantatively
understood, and that will help enhance the
level of harmony with the environment. A new
concept of environmental consideration could
be reflected in the product development
process. Environmentally-considerate products
will have added values, and as a result, con-
sumers will contribute to the preservation of the
environment. With a concept of "green design,"
we are now studying the method of selecting
materials by applying LCA. For this purpose, it
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is important to accumulate data at various pro-
duction sites. We are trying to build a CAD
database.

* Sustainability

MINAMI: How can we address the question of
sustainability?

HAYASHI: Sustainable development was the
theme of the Earth Summit. Behind this were
apprehensions that if we continue our lifestyle
as it is now, the future of the earth is tragic. In
construction, we need to consider ways to pro-
long endurance, and to maintain buildings with
less energy. The theme also suggests more
simple, ecological ways of living to people.
MINAMI: The Japanese traditional architecture
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and lifestyle take advantage of the natural envi-
ronment. How can we keep balance with
nature in our contemporary life?

HAYASHI: | would like to use more natural
materials and build houses without relying too
much on machinery. To reach that level, how-
ever, we should take advantage of high-tech
and scientific knowledge.

KANO: The initial cost for building a house is
too expensive now. If we minimize the use of
machinery, the cost will be lowered. From the
environmental point of view, we haven't yet
arrived at a conclusion of which structure,
wooden, iron or concrete is the best. In order to
give long life to a house, the attachment of the
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residents is also an important factor.

IOH : In Finland, long-life design is appreciated
and Alvar Aalto's furniture and Kaj Franck's
tableware are still selling well, and are used
long by repairing.

* New Incentives

SHIINO: Until today, economic development
gave an incentive for business activities, and
from now, the environmental concern is likely to
become an incentive. For this, the quantifica-
tion of environmental concerns must be estab-
lished so that efforts made by corporations can
become visible.

ISAKA: The concept of "Ecomics" by which
environmental concerns are incorporated with-
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in the economy can be introduced as an incen-
tive.

SHIINO: Invisible negative costs are incurred
because of waste disposal. | am thinking of
ways to make waste into something with a posi-
tive economic value, or at least to bring that
cost to zero. Waste recycling may open up new
employment opportunities.

HAYASHI: People have a preconceived idea
that ecological life is costly. There should be a
breakthrough to motivate consumers in that
direction, something like making new products
out of waste timber, or providing opportunities
for retired people to take part in productive
activities.
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FUKUMA: Some gardening shops sell planters
with soil prepared by recycling dung.
YAMAUCHI: There needs to be a public evalu-
ation agency in order to promote ecological
design, and we should organize a design
movement toward this end.

Akio Hayashi / Prof. The University of Shiga Prefecture,
Shool of Environmental Science

Toru Shiino / Human Environmental Systems Development
Center, Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. Ltd.,

Takeshi Minami / Industrial Designer
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Book Review

Ecological Design <BioCity>, Sim Van der Rym &
Stuart Cowan.

The authors claim that if we become sensitive
to the delicate nuance that a specific place
has, we can explore a path to living together
without destroying the environment. While criti-
cizing modern design, they overview the histo-
ry of design which may lead to ecological
design. They further introduce trends in the
world such as measures against biological
diversity and complex systems,ecological bal-
ance of payment, industrial eco-system, and
consumer participation system, to set forth their
visions of the future. (Isaka)
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The Green Imerative
Ecology and Ethics in Design and Architecture,
Victor Paranek, 1995
As shown in the subtitle, the author examines
the relations between design/architecture and
ecology/environment, and puts forward the eth-
ical responsibility of architects and designers
in an effort to search for a sustainable lifestyle
compatible with the environment. He proposes
that each person should encourage one's ethi-
cal elements to live up to ecological life.
(Sakoda)
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Eco-Package Design (book and CD-ROM) by
Japan Package Design Association

Information about ecological packaging is
shared by 154 examples. Proposals and com-
ments by experts in packaging technologies,
design and distribution are included. Packages
are divided by material, i.e., paper, plastics
and metal.Points for development or improve-
ment, aims of design, consumer reactions and
evaluation are analyzed briefly for each pack-
age. (Kuroda)
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Cooperative Design - Shin-Yurigaoka
Shin-Yurigaoka located at a 20-minute ride on
an express train is an epoch-making urban
planning project initiated 30 years ago by the
farmland owners as a ‘rural residential city"
where city life and farming life can coexist.

To mark the 30th anniversary, we held a sym-
posium. We invited Ms. Keiko Torigoe, member
of JD as a keynote speaker, and | served as a
coordinator. The vice-mayor of Kawasaki city
also attended. The urban development project
in this district is ongoing. We invite many
designers to take part in the building a "beauti-
ful city and residential district."

Hiroaki Otsuka / City Planner

yIJRIEEILD]  HiEGrBEHUSE

BiREEEE . [RLLESMmANDRES]

BT kRS,
PV ERT =T THFAF—

Rbhh7-B52KRHT

KAEOITH E WS g, Filgk Cw
SDOIUNEAIZH EN -1z H D, FESR
LD EL< . MO/ L & I
T3, HEOHEERTTHES . L
FEOFHA RS, ZOHTEEHAINES
SHIAE, T—FZ DR AEOH
WAREHRN B > 7=D72 LS,

Z UCHERERIB S . 2R DFERR %
ZZTHMI Lz BT, MTHOM
BECEEEREVL S, MOIHTERT

RREE UCARTT 2B8IC, HEREOET
%kkp7utf‘ﬁﬁ#®h$hﬂy¢5%
DEET, THEDTHEIEE 572, &
DRADEHH&E, LfETI SR,
HHELEOKGEE, HAADF ORI
HARWEZ X85, REEHIEO RO
e A BB TE AL, BEHD
FEL LAansESI< & Lz, T
EHBH. FEEERETYA YV TRT
AL, AR RA & 50T Lo %
KB CTE S L5 ThE L, i@t
HAMBLT, MHIZELOEEGY D -
ZERFEL, FEHZLOREAE
WEL7-7TaY s P Tho7-,

HEYT 32 ENEE

WE, ZOTTHO %43 < é:‘ WE D
DK E LFEFEOL ) —TITHE S,
#O(@ﬂ%%éﬁm%&bfﬁ<6ﬂ
72EDEN. Z D% EHERITKAITHIO

SYMPOSIUM:

NEW PARTNERSHIP-TYPE URBAN PLANNING

* In Search of Lost Sound Memory

Takeda town in QOita prefecture is called a small
Kyoto in Kyushu, because of its history and rich
culture. Rentaro Taki, a composer, spent his
childhood in this own. | participated in the pro-
ject of turning his old house into Taki Memorial
Museum by recreating the sound environment
of his times. Rustling of elm leaves, wind blow-
ing along the muddy walls and water sounds,
etc, remind us of old sound memory of
Japanese life. This acoustic environment must
be the source of Taki’'s music. | tried to recre-
ate the sounds of walking on pebble roads
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wearing wooden sandals. Having participated
in this project | could feel that there used to be
beautiful sound scenes in Takeda, and felt the
acute needs of preserving that element.

* Betrayal of Planning

Walking along a street, one will come across a
huge relief of Taki’s music score which, in fact,
is destroying the natural scenery. It was proba-
bly erected to promote tourism, but it stands
out disproportionately from the landscape. An
object of art is used disregarding its environ-
ment. Such cases abound in Japan.

* Deducting Design

Once | visited the top of a hill in a city, and |
was shocked to hear the cable community
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broadcasting from a loud speaker there. If we
stop broadcasting, natural sounds might come
to be heard. Occasionally we need such reduc-
tion of design, and from there we might produce
positive values. Zero design, i.e. no designing
is also feasible. Nowadays it is difficult to pre-
serve something intact without adding any-
thing. If the existing history or circulating
memories are lost, there would be irrecover-
able losses. From now on we must pay more
attention to keeping the mental images lying at
the bottom of people's memories intact.

Keiko Torigoe / Soundscape Designer

14

INZFIWVT 4 RABy a3y

(G
(c3

IVIAT 4 TTA4 LI R —
WK L% s diE i

IRt BEREINE

AHAIA BEXK

W TR

K BRI (3 —7 4 =2 —)

1F= 71 —HEOHEIN
KR © 21C O EEREI D & 0 7 & We T
BF—LIZBML T B, FZTO
FWOhLDEA VY F -y T4 —HETH
5, HRIFLD, =a—3d—2, gyl
ViR EmMROKERHIZHELU, fhilie L
TGRS 1T TS,
gy Ry TET0EMICKBELE % -
2o L Luy FyTid, 80FEMRIZA-
TAENZH D O ALK S Nz, 7
ZTCIEER s R TIE A < ERD
HIRICEA, B 242 27 45<D
PHEDENT-ORYERL TS, ZD
Bt o7-00, 33227 4 FREA
THhb, WTERAES7-5Ta3I 2=
T4 EHETAMMTH B,
HARTIEBIGA A & 5 Tz
5, ZEIHAAEOHDI DIz, #Hi

PANEL DISCUSSION

* Lessons from Inner-City Problems

OHTSUKA: The discussion at the "Metropolitan
Area of the 21st Century" is focused on the
problem of the inner city. This was a big issue
in London in the 1970s and in the 80s miracu-
lous resurrection of the city was achieved. The
reasons for success were creating a social sys-
tem that afforded citizens to live and work in
the inner city, and that this project was implement-
ed by "Community Development Corporation."
| thought this system was not known to Japan,
but there is a corporation that was formed by
the citizens of Shin-Yurigaoka when the town
was going to be constructed.
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* Town Building in the Era of Aging Society
SANO: The quality of life in one’s later days will
serve as a yardstick of one's life. Aged as they
may be, those who are in their 70s are still able
to work. However, commuting long hours would
be burdensome, so if they want to participate
in community activities, their home and working
places should be close to each other.

* Cooperative Housing

ISHIHARA: Building cooperative houses with
people sharing the same values has advantages
of sharing common spaces, and when the hous-
es are completed they already know each other
and can start their new lives smoothly. There are
about 4 to 5 thousand such cases, additionally,
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about 3000 houses are being built in the Kobe
area after the Earthquake. In some cases, resi-
dents take all responsibilities, and in other
cases, public housing corporations recruit par-
ticipants. In the future, cooperative reconstruc-
tion of condominiums or redevelopment of back
streets are feasible, which will expand people's
participation in town development.

* Encouragement of Performing Arts
KOBAYASHI: Shin-Yurigaoka has a festival as
local art. A public hall has been also completed.
In order to have more participation of the public
benches are placed along the promenade walk.
If there is a square, plays and musicals could be
performed there. If they can maintain these
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activities, they will become tradition and create
memories for the people there and causing
them to feel content living in such a town.

* Designing of Japanese Style Amenity
SHINOHARA:In 1919 the law concerning city
planning was enacted with two principles of
hygiene and disaster prevention. The third princi-
ple common with the regulations in Europe, the
concept of providing greens and serenity was
lacking. We must recognize this now, and contem-
plate on what Japanese cities should have, such
as streams with clear water and seasonal scenery.
* Development of Town Planning

OSAME: In Shin-Yurigaoka, a system of plan-
ning and implementation was formed based on
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1) enthusiasm of land owners (farmers) for
town development, 2) comprehensive develop-
ment concept, 3) emphasis on preserving
scenery and 4) partnership among citizens, the
local government and private corporations.
OHTSUKA: | expect Shin-Yurigaoka to upgrade
disaster prevention measures, and thirdly to
enrich their local culture paying attention to the
local history.

Ohtsuka / City Planner

Sano / Creative Director

Ishihara / Architect

Kobayashi / Art Producor

Shinohara / Professor, Tokyo University

Osame / Deputy Mayor of Kawasaki City
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Interview with Mr. Alexander Manu, Industrial
Designer (The Axis Group Inc)

* JD's Project Themes

I have learned of JD projects through your jour-
nal and | am specially interested in the subject
of refugees, which is very important for the
future of design and its mission. | think that true
design is to design a system hidden behind
objects. | call it social innovation. | sympathize
with the concept of social design in that it is a
process leading to social innovation. A ques-
tion is often asked "Can designing be a leading
industry?" | think designing has already
become a leading industry.

* Creative Environment for Children
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We have to set up two categories of creative
environment for children; 1) to develop chil-
dren's skills (gross motor skill) by making them
move around mobilizing all kinds of physical
senses, and 2) through indoor games such as
playing LEGO to develop their creativity.
Earlier, children grew up while watching their
parents physically working in their daily lives
but now grownups are working facing comput-
er desks. This kind of change is a big problem
in the child-parent relationship, as well as prob-
lems like protecting the human race from the
global crisis of environmental destruction.

* Humane Village

The main theme of the Congress of ICSID held
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in August 1997 was "The Humane Vilage,"
"Humane" was defined as a viewpoint to be
considerate to other living things. The creation
of a Humane Village is our ultimate purpose. It
can be described as a countertheme to the tra-
ditional closed village communities, and also to
the "Global Village" cited by Canadian scholar,
M. Mcluhan. Though CNN can send news
reports on a global scale simultaneously, it is
objective and gives no consideration to the
emotions and situations of those who receive
them, so that it is global but inhumane. The
idea of humane village is probably an attempt
to add moral and ethical elements to the
process of achieving social change. If there



X3, FOKET7- 2 1IN0 5AABE)
LT, ThZhONDZENZEhD N=H
B >7hleb T2 —A%RABDT
9, —J. CNNIZBEZ /g — iz =
12— AERADBINES, 779 b TR
TELD FORWRIEFICEEFI L T
BOWEDOMabbb T, i -
7= EF UAMEA WCNNIZR LT, %
D NEHRBEBRR A TIN5 720
N, EISWSICE ST EIRAET,
D%, AERZTT-NLETFRER
2= ALV TIREVNEVIEEZDED
ICEHLE L7, BIEDE D 2 —
A4 U pEIMENSZLTY, HiZz
DEDOTIE VWAL LAV ThE Y,
B M B, (W 2 23R 2 N
ATHWIH 0 kard LhEdhi,
ZOEZHIERL T IZE-T, 5

Design for the World #1%

FCOFRICEEM WA . B 2 LB
R ) — v A= T 4 Y MU T ik
(1F9) ROEFDRATE BV
BATEREZDLET,
ENZDOZFEZLHIfTEEE, MrH
R H o>z, ZOMFUD T ICfil
NTHIRE & B NEBIZ R U T, HRN
BEE TR AL TEMMTENCS DT L
WHANRTTLBHZETLX,

Design for the World

5. BN > T AT A4 YO
PRI 2RI 0 IS 287754 D
RS [Design for the World] (B&FR
DW) O SLUENIEE 2 RABKS & &
LIED T EF, DWITHA D 7
oYy b aDOLD, HHETS L0 2
NEZZXLTT, La—AA YV -T 4Ly
viws A7t ufx—, £4]DOZX LT

A=K ENREL, HAICEZ AT
WWEEZFT, FTHA U AHREED
WHEEA R T NS A TAHux —%
P2RFBEDOTHNE, 7P av—Tu
VxZ bEBUHEGREL W, TaY 2y
FT, THA VIZEEE R 58T —
NhHbdELn)LEIGELATIUI LD
BWEELET,

(19984F-7H14H . PHI+/NAK)

T

! FOVR I (b

OV R R, BeRs
DEBEHFTH A R
ELT TY—Ib - o]
EEED, HIRENTL
B, DWIZH,

&z

WAL L7279 A v OFEIR MR K % #Y)
DIZLTRA BT —NLA Y 2 —123h
M2 S 720 DF 7= 7 7 WA v o R RE
Design for the World (DW) 238% 3. X & L 7z,
FHA VOHMGEIE, IDRT T T 4 v,
AVFUT, 257 b, BE T4
Vs E D RE BN S 2 LRI
O DWEB AL CEE LA, LaL, it
EREHEMIE, "o AL X -8, 2N
PRI e U CHER I E 2 &L Mo L 7
B E 720 I M Z D TE AN
MR AT, HMOMEOED < D A
YL DRI T T OB EEhE L
72o DWiE, SHOZ =N ¥ 2 —%F
HFAvTuve s b LTSRS EL
T, FEEGEBB R & LRI A58 L
T, Ihr ORI SICHKT 22 & %

were some expectation of this idea, it was that
there would be someone who would be inter-
ested in this way of thinking and who would
attempt to do something for the cause even on
a personal level.

* Design for the World

Currently I'm promoting the establishment of
the Design for the World together with Mr.
Ekuan and others. DW is an organization to
compile and promote a global scale project
combining such subjects as Humane Village
and JD's research topics. We have to be able
to prove that "design" has problem-solving
power.
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Design for the World (DW) OUTLINE

The design professions have been active in
respective fields of design such as industrial
design, graphic design, interior design, craft
design, architectural design, urban design and
others in international scale. The establishment
of DW have been urged by recognition of
mounting global problems that surpass the
competence of any given single field of design
activity such as ecology, energy and
resources, social inequities, refugees and
many others. The recognition has led to have
mutual venue for multi-disciplinary cooperation
in form of the entity.

DW is aiming to contribute future global society

SEEET Y o HEFEE (BEF5)
ICSID, ICOGRADA, IFI, BCD

%095

Av. Diagonal, 452, 5 a planta

Barcelona 08006, Spain

Tel. 34-3-218-2822,/ Fax. 34-3-237-2219
E-mail : becd@cambraben.es

(emzvromrmn) (Emes-ma )

(zorvmemEns) | EBTY- S ;

MR T EF

Design for
the World,

in providing a venue for proposing a project by
compiling the global issues, and a venue for
cooperation with other international organiza-
tion such as the United Nations.

On July 23,1998, eleven executive board mem-
bers were elected at the general assembly of
founding members, consisting of international
professional organizations (ICSID,ICOGRADA,
IFI,BCD), and Mr. Kenji Ekuan of Japan was
elected as the chairman.
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JD SYMPOSIUM :
DESIGNS FOR TOURISM
- Cities and Lives in the Era of Great Journey

The number of Japanese oversea travelers is
rapidly increasing in the last decade. In 1997
out of a total of 16.8 million travelers 13.8 mil-
lion were tourists. However only 2.4 million for-
eign tourists visited Japan in the same year,
one fifth or sixth of the Japanese going over-
seas. From this figure we must say that Japan
lacks the charms of tourist resources com-
pared to other leading countries such as
France that has been attracting 25 times more
tourists than Japan. The most important ele-
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ment to bring in tourists is the charms of places
as tourist destinations. There are some obsta-
cles such as high Yen value and also the lack
of moderately priced accommodation facilities.
But the greatest element is whether people
have strong motivation to visit Japan in spite of
these setbacks. Therefore, we must mobilize
our ideas to enhance the tourist attractiveness
of Japan. On this score, better designs should
be considered as the first means of developing
tourism. Specially it is powerful for the devel-
opment of urban tourism. Prof. A. Tamura
describes the attraction of a city as the combi-
nation of the natural features, history and peo-
ple's life. Using his yardstick it can be said that
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Japan has been putting too much emphasis on
people's life, and has forgotten to render atten-
tion to maintain the natural features and the his-
tory of the city. This is probably the reason that
most of our cities lack their individual charms,
lack tourist attraction for not only foreign visi-
tors but also to Japanese people as well. It is
time to restart well balanced city planning of
natural features, history and people's daily
activities.

Noriji Sato / Prof. Ritsumeikan University
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Richard Rogers from EIDD Spring 1998

Over the years, movements for anti-discrimina-
tion laws expanded and as a result, federal
anti-discrimination laws for the handicapped
were enacted in 1973. The first major public
demonstration by wheelchair users against
inaccessibility took place in Denver in 1978. In
1983, the National Council for Persons with
Disabilities was established. After the
Americans with Disabilities Act was enacted in
1990, architectural and communication barriers
would have to be removed.

Apart from the legislative movement, there
have been three overlapping generations of
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American consciousness towards the disabled
which can be summarized in "pity, depen-
dence, and independence." The first is the
charity model, embodied by Goodwill
Industries. It solicits and receives donations of
old clothes and household items for the good
cause. The second "dependence" is embodied
in the disability insurance model through which
disabled people receive benefits and are treat-
ed as pensioners. The closure of state institu-
tions in the 1950s and 60s marked a turning
point from custodial to "community care," from
which a third model "independence" emerges.
This is currently embodied in the "Community
Attendant Services Bill."
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To me, "Design for All" can be conceived not as
a social movement but as a techno-cultural
movement, and as a guiding vision for every
designer and every institution dedicated to
design. There are already heterogeneous or
heterotopic designs for particular situations
which are mainstreaming. We should take up
the challenge of making products to accommo-
date "situationally-challenged" instead of "spe-
cial needs design." These would be the
leading-edge products for us all.

EIDD : European Institute for Design and Disability

19
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Information
| attended the JIDPO Symposium "Global
Standards and Local Identity - German-identity
and Japanese-identity." The representative
from iF Design Hanover revealed that the
Ecological Design Award will be abolished 5
years afterwards. It suggests that being eco-
logical is a matter of course in Germany not
only in design but in all industrial activities.
(Kogi)

Book on Design for All

The Publicity Committee is now promoting the
plan to publish a book on design for all.
Although the word "design" is popular, there is
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no book explaining design from a citizen's
point of view. The book will be a visual presen-
tation using photos and illustrations showing
design examples ranging from daily commodi-
ties to urban planning with plain explanations.
The book will target teenagers and adults who
are keen to enhance the quality of their lives. It
will be compiled so as to help readers find that
designing is fun. It will also be edited from a
critical viewpoint on the trends in contemporary
life and designs prevalent today.

From the Editorial Committee
We, the Editorial Committee members tried to
implement energy-saving, ecological editorial
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policies. We organized an open roundtable dis-
cussion with distinguished designers, from
whom we could obtain precious information. To
our great pleasure, there were a number of
participants in the floor who took part in the dis-
cussion positively. The contents of the discus-
sion are condensed in this issue. In order to
take up eco-design as a feature subject,
Editorial Committee members, all of them are
strangers in this field, attempted to make a
chronological chart of product designs with ref-
erences on historical events and ecological
incidents. It is not yet complete, but it is includ-
ed in this issue. (Sakoda)





