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Arrival of the Age of Action in Design

Since the establishment of JD, we have been
identifying problems. Industries such as design
which emerged in the process of moderniza-
tion are highly organized vertically according to
specialization. Efficiency was obtained by spe-
cialization, and it is worthy of high appraisal.
But it has a negative aspect, as there is nothing
bridging between specialized systems.

As we walk along the street, we find cases of
multiple pollution, unsettled problems of the
Great Earthquake victims, devastating educa-
tional scenes and so on. We are living under
such circumstances.The purpose of today's
meeting is to stimulate one another beyond the
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vertically divided borders, and to look for direc-
tions and ways to solve these problems.lt is
often said that JD is an organization that pre-
sents what challenges are.It is now time that
we began to take action to meet the chal-
lenges. It is demanded that we should find our
own solutions to the subjects we discuss today.
These subjects are new to our society, and
there are not prepared answers. "What is
Japan doing now?" This is an often-asked
question. By putting the Action Plans into
action, we may show our answers.

Keniji Ekuan / JD Chairman
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Children's Creative Environment - Realization of
Participatory Cultural Community Facilities

It is now demanded that children's educational
and creative facilities be shifted from looking
for solutions to finding questions, and to
change them in a way that lets children have a
sense of wonder in natural, scientific and social
phenomena. Children's Museums should be
established in local communities and children
should be involved in planning and manage-
ment. Visions of a Children's Museum as a par-
ticipatory cultural facility will be drawn.
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* Need for a Children's Museum

Most museums in Japan are authoritarian and
are prepared from an adult's point of view.
They are far from being instrumental to incite
children's creativity.If we consider how to lead
children to encounters with art or science, and
to ignite their interest, a children's museum is a
natural consequence.

* Major Roles of a Children's Museum

1. A gateway to art and science

2. Inciting children's interest and curiosity
through interactive exhibits that allow children
to touch and manipulate them by themselves.
3. Friendly designs that cause children to ask
"Why'and "How," the source of creativity in chil-
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4. Realistic exhibits and "have a try" opportuni-
ties in the field of history and people's life in dif-
ferent times and regions (anthropology).

5. Adults can enjoy their second childhood.
Teaching manuals for parents and teachers will
be prepared to help them become more confi-
dent in teaching their children. This is particu-
larly important now, because adults today had
little chance to develop a sense of creativity in
their youthful days. A children's museum can
be significant as a retraining facility for parents
and teachers. What kind of children's museum
is required of Japan?

* People with no confidence to educate children
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A survey shows that 49.5 percent of mothers
consider themselves "not motherly." More than
10 percent say they do not enjoy child rearing.
About a half say they wonder how to scold their
children.

* Increase in hypoglycemia and in families eating
together

Children not eating breakfast or enough veg-
etables, or eating too many sweet snacks are
increasing. Such eating habits cause deficien-
cies of glucose, vitamins and magnesium
resulting in a stress syndrome. A survey on bul-
lying among children revealed that 40 percent
of the children who had the least balanced
nutrition had bullied someone.

Action Plan for Social Design
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* It might be called a Learning Camp

Free and open facilities in a biotope, where
parents and children can eat delicious and
inexpensive vegetables right from an organic
vegetable garden. Community people, and the
Japan Institute of Design and children can
work together to establish such facilities.
School houses not in use now because the
number of children decreased may be turned
into museums for outdoor activities, designing
lifestyles, foods, handicrafts, history, and so on.
Of course, children must be the main players in
the planning process. They will be given
opportunities to display their creativity to the
full. They must be trained in natural surround-
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* Action Plan

1. Prepare a Children's Museum Project Plan.
2. Request the Ministry of Education and com-
panies to promote turning unused school hous-
es into museums.

3. Demonstrate a model museum in parks to
draw people's attention.

4. Hold the World Children's Museum confer-
ence as a pre-Aichi Expo 2000 program, and
construct a Children's Museum on the environ-
ment as the symbol of the Expo.

5. Set up a committee for this purpose.
(K.Tamura)
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Light Infrastructure - Design for Refugees and
Displaced People

About 50 million people are forced to live as
refugees and displaced people. UN Agencies
and medical NGOs are extending helping
hands to these people. Sometimes, their habi-
tations are as large as cities, but the quality of
life there is not good for living for a long time.
Light infrastructure facilities combining medical
services and telecommunications should be
equipped to help improve the living conditions
of these people.

FT=ITIWF«AAhvyvarva2/11
SAMMIITSARNSIFv—
BUEELLTOEEZEZ D —HE - BRROOHDTY LY

BE7 73V ATF=IUA
[HERS - BEER D 720D FH 4 v ] 1,

B 2 % CHARDITHIEREIC A 5

7oo TCIT, KERFORBRIEHERE A H

KFHFA VL LT LTV Z &

ARELTVWEH, TS L THA

2O [RERIC BT 2 B8R

BUNRBE S| 230 NG E) & i T

5, Zhid, RIS E T B HE5E

K, HMROFKEL V2 —F v M EHE

CTERAEENLES ET28DTH S,
S, HAFHA VL Ul L

TWIZHEd575—~vEL L. BLTO

S5OMRE Sz,

1) A2k N2 N1 T 2 RkEZE.

2) 7V 7[RRI ik 2 0 72 8 O = ERE
Z = — A%

3) AVARDTICHRND [kud vy
2] D7D T 3L F — MG fE L R
FEhERY B

4) FIS=LDFr T T—=LD7=HDI R )L
X577 V.

5) AciE /RO B AT,
ZOH TR DWW TII2E & £

D EIA S IEE AT SN TE D, ZDIE

EETeaieny 2| AOERMEHE

Abhs, [euiwny 2] id. A5G

DIFIRERER & LK L DS RR %

1T 9 Hii gk TEE Wi i 23 Pf i &

%, FlffREICX S THD, §T

LR TH B, 7. 7 ¥ 7 EAERE

k%, [EBE 4 = KA & ARk O FEE)

ELTWRIEREICHENGRT VT4 T7H

WTHD., 2OV, BEBEM

MILA =5 — KD BEOEERRE N

* Action-Taking Stage

Past the stage of theoretics, Design for
Refugees/Displaced People has now entered
the next stage of taking action. The Japan
Design Institute (JD) is now working with the
Subcommittee on Habitation in Emergency set
up within the Architectural Institute of Japan.
The subjects for JD to discuss are:

1. Study on a high-tech hospital transportable
by airplane.

2. Develop a suitcase-type high-end medical
kit for the Association of Medical Doctors of
Asia (AMDA).

3. Develop an energy supply facility and a
medical facility for Hiroshima House being built
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in Cambodia.

4. Study an energy supply plan for Kirtipur,
Nepal.

5. Develop a Tokachi-type house in Hokkaido
that keeps harmony with the environment.
Already, a study on a temporary hospital has
been in progress beginning two years ago. In
order for these subjects to materialize, social
structures to promote them are needed. JD
must undertake organized action to create
such structures.

* Action Plan

As an organization of specialists in different
genres, JD is an ideal organization to solve
problems that require an inter-disciplinary
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approach. We can involve local and central
government offices and along with UN agen-
cies form a powerful organization to promote
this effort. As a means to publicize our efforts,
a competition of design for Refugees and
Displaced People can be organized.

* Roles of Designers

The targets of our designs are wide ranged
from victims of natural disasters to war
refugees. The first priority should be saving
and maintaining life. Special knowledge on life
is required, and it seems that there is nothing
that designers can do to help. In fact, a com-
petent designer solves problems by seeing
various things comprehensively. The primary
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purpose of design is to appeal to the hearts of
people. And this factor is more significant for
people in despair. Mental care can save peo-
ple just as physical care does. Objects and
spaces can be enlivened by good design.
Design is an art of giving shape to people's
dreams. The suitcase-type medical kit will be a
tool to save people's lives and at the same time
to protect doctor's lives. The determination of
these doctors and their hope to save others'
lives must be given shape in the suitcase.

* Action Plan

Focuses should be on the following two pro-
jects:

1) Hiroshima House in Cambodia
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Educational and medical facilities should be
attached to the Hiroshima House being con-
structed in Penom Pengh. The concept of a
Children's Museum will be introduced in the
educational facility. Light energy generators
using solar cells or wind power will also be
developed.

2) Portable Hospital

A suitcase-size medical kit will be devised to
help medical doctors serving refugees and dis-
placed people.

(K.Tanaka)
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Designing a Cooperative Society - Sustainable
Community Building

There are few communities in Japan in which
residents' values and esthetic sense are
embodied. In European and American towns,
architects and urban designers work together
to design, experiment and build a residential
community on a cooperative basis taking into
account environmental and ecological factors
and the lifestyle they themselves want to live. It
is time we designed a residential district with a
sense of beauty. The Japanese style of the
coming century may emerge from our coopera-
tive efforts.
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* Creating Beautiful Towns and Communities
There have been few opportunities for resi-
dents to have a whole picture of the community
they live in, or to reflect their views in building a
community they are going to live in. In order to
create a beautiful town, individual residents
should have greater interest and involvement in
their own communities.

* A Beautiful Rural Village in Europe

Today in Europe, as the process of urbaniza-
tion has ceased, economic activities in rural vil-
lages are being activated, and beautiful rural
villages are emerging. Behind this phenome-
non are well-planned physical design and
management, and residents' participation in
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the whole process of community building.

Rural villages in Japan have been turned into
"little Tokyo's" during the height of economic
growth. Now that the economy is undergoing a
setback, greater emphases are placed on acti-
vating local economies and promoting self-
contained local community activities.

* No Channel Linking Residents and Planners
City planning in Japan is totally entrusted to the
government and construction companies. It is
driven by an industrial policy in favor of civil
engineering companies, and residents' voices
are never heard. Planners do not live in the
places they are developing.

People may buy a house in a newly developed
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estate, but they do not have a feeling that they
are building a house there, because they have
no information coming to them. It is important
that both planners and residents-to-be have a
communication channel to share a value by
participating in the planning process.

* Rural Residential Town Initiative

A Rural Residential Town Initiative is being pro-
moted in the outskirts of Tokyo. The land own-
ers set up a development company and they
are planning to build a beautiful community
together with residents-to-be. Both old and new
residents are cooperating for this purpose.

* A Square as a Community Meeting Place

In the past, roads were instrumental for com-

Action Plan for Social Design
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munication. But now they are full of cars. There
is a need for a square for people to interact
and have cooperatie experiences.

* More money to the beautiful

An advantage of cooperative community build-
ing is that people can discuss and forge a con-
sensus to solve problems of mutual concern. In
the process of forging a consensus of value, it
may be possible to direct people to pay higher
amounts of money to make the community
beautiful. It will be fun if communities compete
for their beauty.

* Action Plan

<Transmitting Information>

From JD, information on new values in life and
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esthetic senses should be transmitted through
various media.

<Participation in Rural Residential Town
Initiative>

Taking this model project as a trigger, a new
movement can be initiated by JD members. We
should take part in a residents' organization,
and commit ourselves in planning their house
layouts to nurturing a community culture.
<Forming a Cooperative Design Study Group>
This should be formed to tailor a town design,
with people who share a sense of value.
(K.Kawarabayashi)
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Public Design

The public" domain tended to mean "public"
endeavors for the "public" good.

In order to give it a meaning that "when some-
thing is shared by private organizations/per-
sons, it becomes public," the consciousness of
"private" should be reformed. Private financial
initiative in public investment is one practical
example. The target area of public design is
wide, ranging from tools, spaces, communica-
tion means, and so forth. Values and morals in
life are also related to public design. The target
area of future public design, design processes,
decision-making mechanisms, and evaluation
systems may be discussed.
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The basic concept of public" should be what
serves to support the basic life of an indefinite
number of people who make a common use of
it. In this concept, not only urban facilities but
public transport vehicles, posters, tickets and
prepaid cards and other public utility slips are
also included in public design. Newsletters and
brochures, worker's uniforms and even office
furniture and tools may also be covered. The
group presented the following viewpoints for
better public design.

* Point 1: Public Signs

Public signs are planned by each municipality,
and they vary in style and expression in differ-
ent cities. On the roads, signs giving direction

ZE - AZaZF5—Yay -l - RE - HEEEZD

L, EfEX N THWBEZEnLLbrb,
X2z LCHRDOGEAWZ 5L 5FTL
EI N BOY A UAEEIIES L,
WO ZENBO, HERAOBERY A VI
BOWTHITEHRDYA Vb B0, 2D
BOFA U HBE N, WODXIZH,ED T
ETNWBIZENL, Z0OZ L IFHIKRD
FEERAENE 258 Dz 26 2 LW
PEALFE 21308 S i TOM—1 2 7+
AVHRDENDI NG E b DT & #illAl
SHDIVEND D,
HE2—EANEENE L
iD= b, &0 I #ILFHOMEER
At A T aa Y s Lktbins & A
e LT, BT A2 R d B3 H D |
AOBEOH ELfiADEF D NAE
WIS, MAOEEOR EEE S
X% 2088 Th 5,
B\RIRETHI & LTOAERRE
AR DO T4 VORERBRX & &
iz, Hlifll 4D FH A v 2 Ti<.,
B BGIAG &2 &L [0 T A v %k
DT BERH Y, ATV 4 V&R
BTYA v LTORA BB EIZK S,
HR4—BEXMEBOAEDTY L
TTBDTHA Vfiake UCEBE AN
W HEARTOEIL D] TH O, FEEIC
HoNB75V/ F9—2 572 MDLD
A E S ZE I HAMBEO[ AKO T
P4V OfERPRD b ThBE 7%
L E 52 b TOEBKRL NILTOE
REIRLGNEWIZ ENE, Th»r500
BB REO X2 ATROPTEH A K
HEIZBWTTYFA VA EBEEE S5 TE
TV Zen» s HBEROHBTOTHA

are installed, but at the actual place there are
no signs to indicate the place, so drivers often
pass by their destinations. These signs should
have common styles even if other items and
landscapes are designed to characterize each
city.

* Point 2: Quality of Individuals

We should review a contemporary city from the
viewpoint of a resource-recycling society.
Considering the "public" to be an aggregation
of individuals, means enhancing the quality of
individuals is needed in order to improve the
quality of the "public."

* Point 3: Environmental Design

For designing public transportation, designing
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spaces such as a bus stop, station, station
square, etcis as important as designing vehicles.
Therefore, public design must be approached
from an environmental design point of view.

* Point 4: Local Government Design Policies
Public design policies specific to Japan should
be formulated and people working in local gov-
ernments need to be more educated about
design, and develop an eye for design.

* Point 5: Public Design Process

In implementing a public design, we are faced
with many process problems. Processes for
public design should be established including
ordering, processing and decision making
processes.

Action Plan for Social Design
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* Point 6: Design Collaboration System

For landscape design, a planner, designer,
constructor and manufacturer must work
together on the same footing to improve the
quality of public design. Currently, manufactur-
ers tend to be at an inferior position from the
rest. A system in which all the concerned par-
ties can collaborate on an equal standing is
required, and competent designers who can
coordinate the whole project are needed.

* Point 7: Ecological Concern

An ecological concern will be increasingly
important for future product development and
manufacturing. Manufacturers are expected to
positively look for materials and production
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processes on their own initiative.

* Action Plan

1. A forum on public design to which citizens
are invited should be established in order to
enhance their consciousness on public design,
and to form a system in which both citizens
and government officers can discuss better
public design policies.

2. A magazine should be published as a
means to upgrade public design.

3. Exhibitions should be organized to show
actual public design scenes and to draw the
attention of citizens and government officers in
charge.

(T.Nagatani)
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Fitting Design - Products Adapting to Individual
Needs

Barrier-free design has tended to mean for the
physically handicapped. But now it is realized
that universal design - design for the dignity of
all - can be developed from this concept. How-
ever, production processes that the modern
society has pursued cannot accommodate
individual-oriented production. By understand-
ing the relations between a person and an
object or a space of an individual, methods
and systems to make a product will be sought.
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*Universal Design

Last year, it was pointed out that technical pos-
sibilities and limits should be determined, that
products for specific use and common use
should be clearly distinguished, and that fitting
design as part of universal design has a func-
tion to link mass production and tailored pro-
duction.

*Need of Fitting Design

The present time is said to be an age of diver-
sity, individuality and affluence. In fact, people
may find only one pair of shoes that fit them out
of the dozens of shoes they see. Shoe design-
ers and makers do not understand the body
and mentality of human as an active living
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*Universal Design and Fitting Design

We should consider fitting design based on the
understanding of the relations between objects
and humans. But to whose convenience design
should be fitted? The best height of a bed is
different for a patient and a care-giver. Height-
adjustable microphone stands or podiums are
products of fitting design. The kneeling bus is
one such example which has been used in the
West for the past two decades.
*Individual-Orientation and Production

Quantity will matter when products are to be
made to fit individual needs. Technically, fitting
production is feasible if the conventional and
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highly advanced technologies are combined.
One question may be how to link supply with
demand, for often, demand does not reach
designers or manufacturers.

*Fitters as Skilled Workers

While pursuing mass production and mass
sales, Japanese workers have lost their handi-
craft ability to cater to individual needs. We
need to see if fitting can survive as an occupa-
tion. Already, an artificial limb fitter is qualified
through a national examination. Is it possible to
qualify a person who can renovate a house to
adjust for the handicapped to live in? People
with some skills should receive additional train-
ing to work as fitters. We need persons with a
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wide range of skills and consideration to cus-
tomer desires, just as a family doctor.

In order for fitting to be a viable occupation,
apprehensions of possible appeals under the
Producer's Liability Act on the part of fitters, or
the existing market system that prevents repair
are bottlenecks.

*Human Resources Training

In the process of industrialization, a sense of
respect among the public to people with skills
has not been nurtured. Craftsmen have been
placed under engineers. We might introduce
the Meister System from Germany including
meisters with fitting skills. Technical Volunteers
who are working in the field of fitting can be
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certified and their services should be support-
ed by public funds.

*Action Plan

1. Define universal design and fitting design
and relations between them.

2. Share the knowledge of dynamic human
engineering.

3. Carry out basic research on fitting skills and
design

4. Set up a system to train fitters.

5. Study on possibility of supporting technical
volunteers by public funds who are involved in
fitting.

(Y.Sakota)
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Barrier Free Design in the Information Environ-
ment - Sharing of Values and Spirit

People can transcend time and distance in an
information age. The quality and quantity of
information that they obtain may make a differ-
ence in life. While the digitalization of informa-
tion transmission, and the networking and
mobilization of communications are advancing,
can people share the sense of values and spir-
it? What is meant by barrier-free design in the
field of information? This is sought from the
points of view of policy makers, makers of
hardware and software and users.
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1) Basic Understanding

After studying the materials showing the pre-
sent status of information systems in relation to
the disabled and elderly people, the partici-
pants have a common view on a human inter-
face that minimizes physical, perceptive,
culture and social barriers for people with
physical, hearing and speech difficulties as
well as the elderly to handle information tools.
2) Countries Promoting Barrier Free Information
Environments

The ADA Act enacted in 1989 in the United
States is a comprehensive law aiming to abol-
ish discrimination against the handicapped in
employment, housing, transportation, commu-

nications and other public facilities and ser-
vices. In Japan, the guidelines to ensure that
disabled people have access to information
process apparatuses were prepared, and the
Life-Support Information Communication
System was set up.

3) Unfriendly Information Systems

Touch-panel type machines such as railway
ticket vending machines and ATM terminals at
banks cannot be handled by people with a
visual handicap. The dotted tiles to lead them
to the station are slippery when wet.

4) Barrier Free Machines and Business

As the sense of value of the society has
changed, it is not unusual to see vehicles that
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can carry a person on a wheelchair. Japanese
makers manufacture such cars in their over-
seas plants to sell in those countries and are
importing them into Japan for domestic use. In
this way, barrier-free mobility will be advanced.
5) Can the ADA Act be enacted in Japan?
Considering the increased burden for manu-
facturers, the enactment of the ADA Act in
Japan is not going smoothly. However, the
government is now subsidizing R&D programs
on barrier free machines, although some ideas
have been rejected. For example, a hang-rider
with wheels was proposed for the handi-
capped, but was not materialized as it was not
accommodated by the present laws.

Action Plan for Social Design
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6) For a Barrier-Free Information Environment
People should get rid of their psychological
barriers against the handicapped.

By communicating with them, a hint for product
development can be given. The handicapped
should be told that they might find better value
in life by obtaining information through barrier-
free information tools. It is important for manu-
facturers and software houses to learn more
about the handicapped. Companies must
ensure that all people have communication to
whomever, wherever and whenever, and as a
result, their image may be enhanced.

* Action Plan

1) Promote an atmosphere conducive to the enact-

AV, ZZN—=HILTFHFAL Vid4720
AiCZ > T %, TNERBDIRHEIRT
4 Ta—L L THNWTL %, 2D L%
THA F IS E B A B T,
DY) =& = oy TR, ERONH
BOREOLDBEZ &,
FEEZEOXDLY Z2ARL LD

I=R7N{SE R 1) Rl A= SR il 1 = QU - V|8
NG Z DM LFIZH HREEERERE T %
ZEIDTRML, FEfEiT 5, sREYE
Wi 3 LETRE®RNY TRy v 7
KRB, AEAIRRED IRER, IR 2 & 1A
P fREi 2 & B8 CREERBRENTE 5,
I HEAET. WIERIEICE BT
D, 7, FRICEEEL DI I =T
=¥ a v LSRR ERET B,

(H1J50)

ment of the ADA Act

Points to be improved in the administrative and
legal systems should be clarified and pub-
lished through our paper. Concerted action
with other like-minded organizations should be
undertaken to promote deregulation.

2) Involve designers in a design movement to pro-
mote barrier free design and universal design for
product design.

3) Interact with handicapped people

JD should organize meetings and "learning by
experiencing" the life of people with different
disabilities to have better understanding about
them.

(Y.Nakahara)
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Understanding Design from Ecology
- For Recycling Resources

In order to sustain the global environment,
recycling of resources is demanded. The meth-
ods and mechanisms of manufacturing, and
changes in people's lifestyles and values are
required. Already, various efforts to promote
resource recycling are being made by manu-
facturers and local communities. Based on
these examples, designers of different genres
should identify problems involved and consider
ways to solve these problems on an interdisci-
plinary basis.
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* Designers Should Demonstrate a New Lifestyle
KANEKO: As package designers, we have
already been addressing ecological problems,
though it is not yet known to the public. We
need the cooperation of manufacturers, gov-
ernment officers and consumers as a basic
requirement to realize an ecological society.
Our task is to find ways to make ecologically
friendly packages attractive. Simplicity is good
but meager design will not appeal to con-
sumers.

MASUDA: In addition to each design work, our
important task is to show an ecological lifestyle
itself to be attractive. We may find ways to
make better use of natural elements in our
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design work.

* An Ecological Society cannot be Created with-
out Designers

FUSHIYA: With 2010 as a target year, TOSHI-
BA began to plan resource-recycling manufac-
turing systems. At first, the team comprised
only engineers but then designers were invited
to join. This implies that technical engineers
finally have realized that they cannot find solu-
tions for an ecological society just by technical
development or system development in hard-
ware.

KANEKO: Designers should work to help con-
sumers understand the ecological concept
well, and lead them to adopt this new concept
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in their daily life.

HONBO: To promote the concept of an ecolog-
ical society, the government (direction), com-
panies (business infrastructure) and schools
(academic research and education) should
collaborate, combining their power and exper-
tise.

* Designers Should Make a Greater Appeal on
their Roles

MASUDA: "EcoDesign 99" will be held in Tokyo
next year. This is a meeting of technical engi-
neers and aims to consider how to realize an
effective resource-recycling product lifecycle.
One surprise to me is that the term "design" is
used as a superior concept. Another is that
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designers were not involved in the organization
of this meeting at the beginning.

MINAMI: We should promote ourselves and
make an appeal that we are here to create an
ecological society. It will then help activate the
design world.

SATO: The design world had to face the chal-
lenge of becoming a "Functional Society" a
century ago, and now it faces a new challenge
in trying to become an "Ecological Society."

* Action Plan

Concrete actions are being taken by package
and industrial designers to realize an ecologi-
cal society. However, we should direct our
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focus to publicizing the presence of designers
who are working for this goal.

1. Participate and make a presentation at the
"EcoDesign 99" (February, 1999) in the name of
JD.

2. Organize meetings on the subject of ecology
inviting people with design-related as well
other backgrounds. As the first step, the
Kansai Branch has a plan to have a study
meeting in September.

(N.Sato)
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New Design Movement Leading to New Design
Education

Paradigm shift in design is required. For design
education, the "concrete picture of design to
be taught" must be changed. Each design
genre has its own problems. But it is necessary
to pick up the general similarity in all genres
and discuss visions of new design. The results
will lead to a "Good Design Movement for the
21st Century." Concrete training methods in
design education should be sought as part of
the movement.
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* Unable to make a shortcut to Action Plan

The coordinator intended to share the discus-
sion report of "Review on Design Education” in
1996, and that of the workshop "Shift of Design
Paradigm and Design Education" held last
year, and move to the discussion for the action
plan. However, this plan did not work as
intended. Instead, a heated discussion on
"design" was resumed as the premise of design
education. The group agreed to the need of
shifting design from the currently dominant
over-design, however, the members were
divided in the views on where and how design
should be created.

* Whom and what should design aim for?
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The coordinator quoted design critic Kashi-
wagi's words "Designers should tell people we
are sorry" for having created a "'mass produced
and mass disposed" consumer society, and
said that we need to present a new vision of
design for sustainable development before we
discuss design education. Partici-pants gave
the following comments. A new design move-
ment is occurring at the community level, and
community people provide design students
with training opportunities. (Oyobe) We have
an internship program. We entrust our students
to craftsmen in the community during summer
vacations so they can learn traditional crafts-
manship, because we thought we should start
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something that can be done right now. (Saito)
Designers shouldn't be so self-critical.
Paradigm shift is easy theoretically but difficult
in practice. We must solve problems one by
one. (Ekuan) There are gaps between what is
being done at the educational scene and
what's happening in the industry or among
consumers. (Watanabe) We are suffering with
the distance between education to help stu-
dents be employed upon graduation and edu-
cation for sustainable lifestyles. (Kishimoto) The
internship program of Kyoto Seika University is
conducted also at industrial companies.
Students learn that resource recycling is seri-
ously studied at the industrial level. By increas-

Action Plan for Social Design
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ing and enhancing the quality of fieldwork, we
will be able to narrow gaps between design
education and the industry. (Oyobe)

* Action Plan

1. More Fieldwork is Needed.

It is important for design students, teachers
and designers alike to experience actual acts
of producing, consuming and disposing what
has been designed so as to become aware of
the implications of their act of design. Fiel-
dwork should be initiated in each design field.
2. Internship is Effective.

Learning at the actual scene of manufacturing
what has been designed is essential for future
designers. Therefore, it will be an important
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task for teachers to look for proper production
sites and negotiate with them to allow students
to go through intern training.

3. New Design Theory is Needed.

We need a clear concept to support the design
movement that we are going to initiate. Let us
work together to formulate such a concept.

4. New Design Principles are Essential.

If We succeed to formulate and share "New
Design Principles for the Sustainable
Development of Our Societies in the 21st
Century," dispersed design activities may be
united into a strong movement.

(H.Sano)
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Horizontal Perspective in Design Promotion -
Challenges for Future Generations

Conservative vertical division of work brought
about a stalemate in the Japanese society.
Now a horizontal perspective is desired. Here
is a place where designers can interfere. If the
power of designers is used to the full, there will
be new industries and cultures to evolve.
Identifying subjects to study for such evolution
and planning a process to put them into reality
will be important tasks for designers. Designers
have to start with a local community while
maintaining the global community perspective.
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* Vertical Division of Design Genres

Vertical division of work is increasingly prac-
ticed in the world of design. There are several
design genres, and each genre is further seg-
mented. The need for collaboration by design-
ers of different genres is cried for. But the
actual cases of design collaboration are not
found so often. In part it may be due to the
reduction in the scale of design projects,
because there are not large events such as
Expos in recent years that require inter-genre
collaboration.

In the apparel industry, vertical division is fixed
based on the affiliated companies. In the
process of planning and designing golf wear,
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for example, information and personal
exchange rarely occurs beyond the group of
companies led by a textile maker. More inter-
esting is the world of flower design. Florists are
governed by the Ministry of Agriculture, while
the qualification for a flower designer is certi-
fied by the Ministry of Labor, the schools of tra-
ditional flower arrangement are under the
Ministry of Education, the Association of Flower
Materials Dealers are under the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry (MITI), and an
upcoming association for flower settings is like-
ly to be governed by the MITI.

* Desire for Inter-Divisional Approaches

When we promote better design for a local
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community, product design falls under the
industrial promotion division, landscape and
environmental design under the construction
division, port design under the port and harbor
division, and communication with residents
under the public welfare division. Information
and the working system are divided according-
ly. Unless a strong impulse is given, such as
extremely unusual disasters like the Great
Earthquake in Kobe occur, the inter-divisional
approach is hardly taken.

* Designers Should Take Initiative

Designers originally had a function to link dif-
ferent divisions. They acted as a catalyst
between engineers and sales people. They
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represented users in manufacturing compa-
nies. However, as time went by, they have also
been vertically divided. And one day, they real-
ize that they are taking the positions of makers,
engineers and managers. They must restore
the original function of linking makers and
users, and think from a user's point of view.
They should lead corporate activities on behalf
of consumers. Through horizontal interaction,
they can display their potentiality for innovation.
* Challenge to Coming Designers

The term "design" is now used in various fields,
and technicians and policy-makers are now
using design vocabulary. The range of design
has been expanded. But now, designers

BT BRI A (BR) AR HER
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should redefine the range of their profession
and responsibility. What is their position in the
industrial system? Basically, design is a service
industry for the society and its culture.
Designers who lead the world of form can have
strong impact on society, both in positive and
negative ways. Therefore, designers should
have values that rule their behavior. They
should try to express the goal of their activities
and the evaluation system.

(K.Kuroda)
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Design Collaboration in Asia - Preconditions for
Regional Cooperation

Japan's attitude in relating with Asian countries
in postwar days was to react when Japan was
pushed to do something by others and to never
actively push other countries to do something.
But economically, Japan is so closely related
with countries in Asia. In the process of eco-
nomic independence and modernization, con-
tradictions in the 20th century may explode in
countries in Asia which is an aggregate of
diverse cultures and values. We should look
into the situation of Asia from a design point of
view to initiate action for design collaboration.
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* Economy and Design

YOOQO: Design is closely related to the economy,
and has been more highly developed in demo-
cratic and capitalist societies.

CHO: Design of Japan is deeply linked with its
economy, and has given strong impact on
Asia. In the future, not only the advantage of
Japanese design based on the economy and
technology but setbacks should be disclosed.
KINOSHITA: | personally would like to consider
that there are designs not linked with the econ-
omy.

* Asian Diversity and Design

ZHU: People at different living standards are
living in Asia. For the poorest, design means

s, KUAEDIIEFREOHEED S Z
ET, ZDOZ TR TRE N, REE
F, TLUCHENEETH 5 Z LIZKN
o Rt ZNZThHA» SRS, i
NHR5, 7TUTAE L TRAMERK
HThy, LT YT EFTEL R
ReBiZDTLHMBER,
FHA AL EBERTIEE
ChL THA VLA 5D ER
HATWS, TH 4 VIZARBOD =04
DE=DIZH B, T LTTHA F—I12iFFE
MM ERENS, SHTEIT IO
MRS &0 FHA VIIWAMLL 55T
W3, ZORHTTHFA F—I3RAEN 75
AAKY)7Z,
B R TIRT YA v OWEN I A
EE DN MNBIFIIERD TR,
Bl: o)A T 4T 4 —I13R
AR B B2 8 b & 3 FER O H PR
b LT3, 53794 Y OIEYHE,
Jirtk, BLSEME A PR 5 Z L AVRY)
Thh., KORWEFRDZYD, KHREW
tLEOHAETA F =R LY —
N5 20END 5, 7THA VO X135
EDANTIE L BROLNLT v T2 b,
LT VIR ARAPSEIZT B 2 L,
=) : 30FRTNC T I u Y A AR
RUT=PHERIGBD Eh 572 [ 5k
ZEFTNRBETIEEN] WS ZEE,
B A P EANTL A, HATIER A
o T L& 52RO REAR L1 s
MHfED H D FF 2L TERT EHREN,
EEMB/OAEDO Y —-5—-2 9T
7O TOMOEL S RS L HAIEH
HEWFEERSHBICRA S,

nothing. We should be aware that 90 percent of
the world population are poor.

QIAO: Design in China is at the starting point.

* What is design

ZHU: Concerned people are now puzzled by
what design is. Design is meant for bettering
the life of people, and flexible conception is
required of designers.

CHO: The range covered by designers is said
to be wide, but, in reality, it is very limited.
YOO: Creativity implies generality. However,
the design world is divided into specialties.
Designers need to reaffirm the meaning, and
directional and realistic qualities of design. We
should present a picture of a better society and
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lead the way to bringing the picture into reality.
QIAO: Design is meant for improving people's
comfort in life.

MIYAKAWA: We proposed ecological design
30 years ago, but it was not accepted at that
time. But now | realize that immediate need is
not the only need.

SANO: | often visit China and learn much from
their very simple lifestyle and diverse values.

* Contradictory Japanese Leadership

QIAO: From a country in Asia, Japan seems
like a bridge between West and East.

YOO: We should share our work. We need to
establish an Asian Design Community like the
EU.

WL
AT ERER
EIER
2 B
O
G
LagmEsiiicd

E1ttHRIcmET. 793773 oA
BB TRANCHAR
EHFNTIEE 72\, BE BT T Y
A F—efhFELBEHOZHELA TN
%o

B S Ta < AT 8. ARRH
/R OVAS I SN KN HRUN VIV S
LA G T TE (2D,
Bl BB LA, B4 b7ET
TELSBALVARLL WA ZLEENT
b mn, FLTTFHFA v OXHE %
BT EtiE, 72y a v 7o vk
Sk FH 4 o7 Y 7 Ik,

K DVWT YA F— 3R AR A RO,
INfT> 7261 Tay 7415, fED S
WLEREIZE W, ZORBEORRICHE
L7z, L2e MR d2—%25 L7
HKEDTELTYAF—2HTHHH.
Z RO BEOMES S B, T
3V T IVOEREELTE, 7VTD
MEPEIZE S W T — < &2 D A AL

(Bk) GKP&D. &ifgEaitaPRA AR
TEVIT - IV AT A BT YA S —

WO R, TR T A — (L)
WP KPR A PREE TR (B1E)
FUEARERFRA (R E)

(BR) GKT 4 v HEpiRm B

TPV TRIEOT—0Y g9 ThlT 3,
AT BALPDEREATES (U] O
BOE . R E ML B filfifil A VLSRR &
HEEM LAWY 27 41655, BED
TELLEPMA. * v T =2 LT
TEHEE->TEV,

TR v 258 —-7 7 a L~ Bk
B L SIBIEEEADY Z b7 v T
B EEORZ AT 5.

B0 7% A VNGO & L TOTEHE» i
ENhs, ODAD k5 &4 4 iHE L TH
RBERO—Bh & 78 2115 B0 {1
LMESEA S, (%)

XmDT B vy I X wpxrw-s mress
PIFHE — NEOHEEERT —H &

e | RN L A s
7oA Ve - W, W, 4V b BT % #
{TBUHEEHES e
Jow
N 70
______________________________________________________________ 2
3 il - FHA Y BEOIRE - o=
[E'E%Hﬂ ﬁ} HEORH 7
i n
................................................................... = i
Bl HAOREAE S CNB /o wofls | B T
EERSR CFYA ) - e Bos
1t Z - T A Y O MOA
CFHA F Il B .

CHO: Even if a country is small, it is highly
regarded if it has characteristics of its own.
Japan should consider its characteristics.
SANO: Designers must face the contradictions
and conflicts that you have mentioned. It's real-
ity for designers.

KINOSHITA: Instead of presenting a model,
Japan should work to prepare an opportunity
for the designers of Asia to share their ideas.

* Preparing for an Action Plan

QIAO: We hope that Japanese designers visit
different countries in Asia.

CHO: We should build a society of coexistence
instead of competition.

YOO: Turning our eyes from the past to the

future, we should have foresightedness so that
we can create design culture.

ZHU: Education to train designers to be flexible
in their thinking and also reflect their respective
ethnic cultures while responding to contempo-
rary needs is necessary.

MIYAKAWA: We can jointly organize a work-
shop on a subject specific to Asia.

KINOSHITA: We should prepare an opportunity
to experiment in ways to find values worthy of
maintaining in the future.

NOGUCHI: We need to extend our international
cooperation as a design NGO using ODA
assistance.

(K.Sano)
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Explaining Design in a Simple Way

Design is for citizens who have the right to live
in beautiful environments. In order to help citi-
zens enjoy beautiful environments, they must
have a learned sense of design in order to talk
about design, and at the same time designers
should explain design in understandable
terms. People should grow in a good environ-
ment from their childhood so they can develop
an eye for design. Looking at objects, houses
and townscapes from a designer's point of
view, evaluating them and finding problems in
them; the methods to explain about design
from such a viewpoint need to be developed.
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NAGATA: Designers should more actively inter-
act with consumers in order to share the same
values with them. If design is considered diffi-
cult by consumers, designers should be
blamed for it because they don't understand
consumers' desires precisely or offer easily
understandable designs. Maybe, designers are
in a dilemma between the clients and users?
Designers themselves are much too segment-
ed into specialized genres.

ISAKA: The term "design" is commonly used,
but its meaning is quite ambiguous.

In fact, there are no objects, information media
and environmental spaces that are not proce-
ssed through design. However, the standard to
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evaluate design has not been established
among consumers. They consider that to
understand design one needs to have aesthet-
ic sense, which they don't have. They give up
trying to understand design. As a premise to
formulate the standard, we need to explain
about design in an understandable manner.

Hayashi: In designing a house, users are great-
ly concerned about individual items, but do not
pay consideration to the entire house as a
space for living. When | explain about house
design by actually combining different ele-
ments, they understand what design means.
Designers should be more positive in explain-
ing the reasons why their design works have
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been made.

SAITO: Design is hardly appreciated by just
showing the drawing. Users can tell good
designs from bad designs only after they begin
to use the end product.

*Public Design and Communication

SANO: In Japan, it seems that new public facil-
ities are generally considered good designs. If
old guardrails are replaced, people are simply
satisfied with them. There is no reference to the
word "design." Design is not understood either
by the public or government officials in charge
of public design.

ISAKA: If citizens have a forum to talk about

design, their understanding about design will
improve. If they continue to evaluate what is
beautiful and what is not, then the quality of
design as well as the level of living will be
upgraded. From an educational point of view,
children should be given an environment where
they can discuss what is beauty and what is
not beauty.

*100 Points about Design

HAYASHI: In the "Recycle Design Exhibition"
being held at OZONE, the works of 32 design-
ers are displayed together with a booklet con-
taining their messages. The viewers can feel
that they are involved in the processes of these
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works by looking at both the works and the
book. This booklet can be considered as book
that explains designs.

ISAKA: Through this exhibition, the creators are
giving a message that if you redesign used
products you can turn them into something that
pleases you, so why don't you try one?
NAGATA: If we can collect 100 points to make
people feel like trying to design instead of 100
points telling "Do Not," the book will be a good
book to explain about design.

(R.Hayashi)
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Materializing Social Design

| attended a meeting of the Public Policy
Institute. There was no designer in the meeting
except myself. The subject of the JD meeting
today is something that should be discussed
by people who are attending the former meet-
ing. However, there are no policy makers in this
hall. Here lies a problem. There are such
groups of people who should meet together to
discuss a common concern, but they are sepa-
rated. The reason for our proposing the subject
of social design is that we should change such
a divided situation. There are four perspectives
for social design.

1) Designers have concerns in social issues.

24

V= vLTYA 2V OITEEE — FARDOX vy -

FHA DFE
MBI

THA L DMER
#HEV AT L
DTFHA >

X, FAEHWR > TCEX =L TTH, Th
AREEID 28I ko TEMRL LTREIC T
BIEIZONTTY, THAF e
BRI D 75 572, EFThIEY —v
YILTHAL U ETEDEH, 25 Lizikan
OWETY, BUE, HEZDEDET
WA T BT L, B Z OO RS
THBEGEE FHA v e nWH Eamr L E
L7z, ITRZEDEDETHA V54T
BEEOFH A VIR HATE WD
TiEnwh EBnE T, (HaekE Ty
41— LTTFVA V952 L%, HHE
DTFHFA VORTTE IR L SN F
AN, TIATFTVA YV, HRD21{L T
FA Y, BURDTHA v, [T AT A
DFHA Vi EIZONT, KWIZTFHA
VOMBENSEESRAZBNERELTE
WWEEZTWET,

2) Designers take up social concerns as the
subjects of their activities.
3) Designers have taken an interdisciplinary
approach for social design.
4) Designers design a social system itself.
| have struggled to convince people about 3).
Designers were divided in various genres, and
| had a hard time to mobilize them across the
border. With regard to 4), we discussed before
how we can design the administrative reform.
Maybe we are able to initiate designing the
administrative structure itself. Designing a soci-
ety as a whole must be a quite different effort
from traditional design work. We need, howev-
er, to speak out on our thoughts about eco-
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design, political design and administrative sys-
tem design from a designer's standpoint.
Nowadays, people in different sectors use the
word "design." "Design" connotes "visuality" and
makes people feel that they understand the
contents with the help of a visual sense. This is
one reason that this term is used. Design also
implies "totality." People of different specialties
easily come together under the banner of
"design". It has broadness in meaning. Furthe-
rmore, design contains the meaning of creativi-
ty, and people feel that something new may be
brought about through design. As such, people
give high regard to "design." We should pro-
mote social design based on this favorable
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understanding of design. | recently visited
Nepal and West Africa. | was impressed with
the vitality of people in these countries. | also
visited Saudi Arabia. This country is greatly
Americanized but the Islamic tradition is strictly
observed. Here too, | found vigor among peo-
ple. We, the Japanese once had that vitality.
Through the table discussions held today,
Action Plans were presented for each discus-
sion subject. The common notion was "We
should start now with what we can do immedi-
ately." We can invite people from different sec-
tors and with various backgrounds to join in the
planning and implementing of the Action Plan
for each subject. Design is an art of materializ-

‘ Action Plan for Social Design
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ing an idea. We have many more subjects that
we should address. In the process of material-
izing action plans, we may find more subjects
to consider. It is important, however, to relate
these subjects. While coordinating these
diverse subjects to achieve one goal, design-
ers can stimulate each other. Creativity may be
incited, vitality may be regained, and spiritual
strength may be recovered. Designers will be
able to explore new horizons, and involve
themselves actively in its process. This is the
act of social design.

Akira Tamura / Regional Policy Planner, JD director
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* Message from Children

The Global Environment and Peace Foundation
for which | serve as President has been collect-
ing paintings by children on the subject of
"Global Environment" for the past eight years. |
am always impressed to see them. They repre-
sent the starting point of art, that is, to convey
messages to viewers. Their messages are
straightforwardly expressed. There are all kinds
of pictures. Some do not give any hint of envi-
ronmental destruction. Some of them draw
endless deserts. It is known that children's
expressions reflect the climate and culture of
the place they live in.

26

i, ETETEHMEDIERE, Th
526, REIEREEELZRLOH
NOEFENBZENTIrDET, ThE
oo, ThZhottRich > T,
T B HEREED X I A T 5
DOh, HEHTE» 2 RBIHIEF 250
Ayt =V EIEZTNBDTY,
F1-YT7LOBRKEMEES

Z OWEHORIRIZ T 7O EEE &
VEIZH D F L7z, AIRIEFEEMEOR
HBAEIZC®., BL < O - gD
D> TEZ L, SHAENE
11 T6~8000& W 5 Bk 25 £ D 1M A
HFHELET, LA LINSDERIZAL
DG & TR, AEE2RICHEREL T
BOBARZ O, RHPRE S, K
FEBEDD THEVONBINTY, &
VL CIREMRO R & — D A2
TEH29—20vayTRAIILTR- L
APEF DL LIk -7z, THISFER %
EHERES 5 Z Lokl By < hzE
W77 EET 50134 Bk 5 %8
NhHdENETT,
BEOHFDFIVRL VA2 -V T L

APV OEANE DA BENFN
12, HATIHERICHWF LN L VX3
2=V TLNHDET, AIRE~YAT
- 29Ky o Kid, M TRE S 2
NY R X vDTar T LEHELL, T
I HHRBHIZIAN > TnEE LT,
AT EADELE A, EHERIZE
Y BNEEOEDEEE, HADWS%
DHRRBBICKESEELEZATT,
7 AN A DOEA . HEMICAEGOL T
Byt oz d D, BN D

T BATYA R

Kiyoshi Awazu
DS DPFLRLY XTI 21—V T 4
OFTas T LOPIFEIN TS LD
T,

TA L WA, HAHEDOF
folE . RREDOHERAZXIF & L CRls
Y, EEBHILCE -, TiteixE
DTN L 5T, THiE WS BAR
W Z BRI LI CE 2D T, %
DZEIZRH EXDEIHD T2,
2iHfENEY 3 <) EFHADRS

HAF 94 V321 O 75 1 v
DFHLNWEY g VERWZELTWIS L
WS ZET, A RNIET -~ &> T,
FNZFhDX s v 5 v TS, e
LT3, FAzzofizritofEs
MEDTEH>E, FLFLYXI 2=V
TLEW) BRI EYF 22—V 3V,
Wi ARE LT, Z I 6RO 1o
BEE, »AWIE oL & 2H A &5
FANL T TV 2 &0 D il % 15 8 64
MHD MLA TE =D, 5 HE TORKE
TY, DD Z OB I Y FEFER 20
RBRBETH T, STMhhaFHn
TELLVIEDOTRAENVEELTET,
BYEOV - 1-TLEH<-T

SH, WEEEERD) = 2 — 7 ILAR
B HENTNE A, 2Ry TIEH
ICEHEARE TS, I BV CRER I,
ALMNZHFG TE S LD ITHEE A% L
Tt FHA, isitaL
OHEDOH T, ESWEMEIhDh, £/
IO < DDOKREAELIRO B2 TE S0
S7BEEHS T D2, Z TS
O, IEYIEEOE L FEEALT
W ZERKFTIE RN EELTOET,

) AVFAPFIRUR - FILRLVYX - 2a—I7 L (@R () EHRETRIRT

* Present Situation of Museums

There are 6000 to 8000 museums in Japan.
They are not related with local people's life,
and are not functioning well as a social insti-
tute. As vividly demonstrated by volunteers tak-
ing part in the recent excavations of ancient
ruins, they are much more impressed with find-
ings when they dig, find and clean the artifacts
under the ground. They feel stronger joy than
just seeing treasures in a glass case.

* Children's Museum in Daily Life

The third oldest Children's Museum in Boston
has established "hands-on" programs. From
here, this style has expanded to the world. In
the States, cross-cultural experiences are daily
happenings, and children's museums are
expected to provide children with a trigger to

be interested in other cultures.

* Visions for the 21st Century and Children's
Perspective

| brought in the subject of children and
Children's Museums in the JD, and began
studying what environment should be given to
children and how their time should be orga-
nized. For the time being, we need basic
research work.

* Renovation of Existing Museums

The existing museums will be renovated sooner
or later. They should be changed to contribute
more to the local culture, adopting children’s
perspectives.

Kiyoshi Awazu / Art Director
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* Children's Eyes toward the Earth

The National Museum of Ethnology decided to
treasure the children's paintings on the earth
that have been introduced by Mr. Awazu. They
can be historical records of how children see
the earth.

* Restoring the Sense of Touch

Many museums in the world are directing their
eyes toward children. We are planning to cre-
ate a Children's Museum in Ethnology within
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this Museum. Messages from exhibited objects
may be most directly conveyed to children. But
we have not noticed this for a long time. | was
in charge of an exhibit last year. Children had
to touch the exhibits and proceed to a display
device that gave explanations. We attempted
to revive their sense of touch to incite their
interest and curiosity. This exhibition attracted
many child visitors.

* Activating a Parent-child Conversation

The model of our planned Children's Museum
is the Tropical Museum in Amsterdam. When |
visited it, an exhibit on the Aborigine was on.
They displayed how their wisdom is conveyed
to their children. Child visitors learned how to
sing, how to draw on the bark, how to dance as
Aborigine children do, while their parents were
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shown a video tape on the Aborigine. Later
they met together and talked about what they
experienced with each other. It takes one year
for fieldwork and another year for preparing
exhibits and programs. They have an exhibition
in the third year. All 3rd, 4th and 5th-grade ele-
mentary school children in the city visit the
museum every year.

As many problems occur among children,
community involvement in education is cried
for. A Children's Museum based on the com-
munity will offer a topic for dialogue between
parents and children, between parents, and
between children. It will provide them a com-
munity of shared experiences.

Keniji Yoshida / Associate professor, National Museum
of Ethnology
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* Modern Society and Child Development
Children today generally live a stressful life with
little opportunity to express themselves in a
creative way. Adults should examine this situa-
tion from a self-critical view point that phenom-
ena among children mirror the reality of the
world of adults such as production and con-
sumption and lifestyles.

* Deschooling Society

Through his "Deschooling Society" and other
books, historian Ivan lllich exemplified school
and hospital as the most highly specialized
institutions in the modern industrialized world
and urged that we find alternatives to them.
What can provide a deschooling environment?
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It should be a place where a child can develop
habits of observing phenomena, examining
them, and expressing what he/she has found.

* Community as a Place for Socialization

| would like to consider that a community pro-
vides an alternative to school. Through interact-
ing with people of all walks of life at the
Community Center and other places, children
can gain knowledge and experiences useful in
life. Programs are planned and implemented
by peoplels own initiative on a voluntary basis.
Children are socialized in a natural manner in
such a process.

* Correlation between Knowledge and Creativity

In an elementary school in England, children
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have a "cake baking" class. They illustrate the
process, gather all ingredients, and make a
package to bring it back home. Then they cal-
culate the expenses. The whole process
requires various abilities, planning, visual
expression, understanding about food materi-
als, energy, skills of cooking and crafts, calcu-
lation, and management. Creativity and
knowledge are inter-related in this way.A
Children's Museum can be what lllich termed a
"convivial' space that has "vernacular" values.
Shuichi Nakayama / Associate professor, A Facuity of
Human Development, Kobe University
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Panel Discussion

ISAKA: We would like to discuss the possibility
of creating Children's Museums in Japan.
AWAZU: Children have their perspectives that
look at things straightforwardly. So we should
admit their rights as individual persons. | can-
not see how Children's Museums will work in
Japan until they are actually present. It may
take time but since many of the existing muse-
ums need to be refurbished, | would like to take
advantage of such occasions to introduce the
concept of a Children's Museum.

YOSHIDA: In galleries in the West, young peo-
ple are often copying exhibited works. In an
exhibition | was in charge of in Japan, a stu-
dent came to obtain permission for pho-
tographing the exhibits. | wondered if his
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attitude to relate with the exhibited object is dif-
ferent from western people, or if photography is
so much more popular.

NAKAYAMA: It is because art education now
does not emphasize drawing real objects.
YOSHIDA: | had a great discovery in paintings
by African children. We have a preconceived
image for African paintings, such as "naive,
bright colors and plane composition."However,
it was not true with children's works.
NAKAYAMA: Visual perception is dominant in
the contemporary society. When a child comes
home injured. the mother immediately consid-
ers the level of injury. But the child wants the
mother to embrace him firmly and say "You
must feel much pain. But it's all right," and
apply her hand to the injured portion. In school,
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there are lots of educational materials that give
knowledge to children through visual percep-
tion. In a museum, there are objects that chil-
dren are allowed to touch and handle. It is
desired that school and museums collaborate
in children's education.

Another important thing is the training of per-
sonnel who support such collaborative educa-
tion. University education provides students
with little opportunity to experience what they
are studying. Curators have little training in
teaching or communicating with children. So,
they must work jointly.

IKEDA (floor): The difficult thing is how to make
children interested.

SAKAMOTO (floor): We are faced with realistic
problems, such as a shortage of space to dis-

29



T, AWM OBEZ LD RAVOHT
ForolE, FREEBIELLET, &
3. HARFRO, RELRBRANTEZE
Ao 2OHIZAMORE, & %580 H
MRPHEENMHE, DF 0 FI{ZA 5
Bfiz 2L TERT 22T, £h
26 VROMER, wRIZHT. HEom
i & BEE U CR i - 22 C ORIk O H
MRz 022D F<MARL 2P ENS T
ETY, FEERBROE L U TRAKBR O % i
S AR R B T L IZEBAHETT,
RIR M HET R S MO FNEA N — 2
12, FEBRICEEH LA ETILICL
T, HERAZDOHTESEHTS 2, Bk
DHEFOK & BHATIZ, ERHAARE
> CEZIALRO LG T LA R,
FE W20, WngiE 2L > THY
32 ENHATYT, KADOBIEEETH
<, 71355635 0T, Zh
TNDRZENTIhORD T THRERT 5, K
ADIES T —fEICn B ED<
ST ZENKRETT,
teh (£15) © SO H B LI 1k
EHEOREFERNRE LA, FALFL
VI 2=V T LD BEEEAD
Rale L MEIZH /S, FHFA v
LHEOBYTIE, Rk )R HEER
BEFONT - L THTLB XS
Bolze HlCTHEE WS BRI H 21
PEBLZEEHBEDHFTHLIDR ST
WS BENRDH B ERUTET,

(1% © /A)

play large objects, lack of human resources,
budgetary constraints, and a lack of collabora-
tion with experts in exhibit and space design.
YAMANAKA (floor): We need to study how to
organize Children's Museums for preschool
children.

AWAZU (floor): It is important to offer opportu-
nities for children to have encounters with oth-
ers, and to go through experiences with their
own initiative.
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JD Salon "Design in Brazil"
18:00-20:00 May 8, 1998
Children's Castle

We invited Ms. Adelia Borges, a design journal-
ist active on the international scene to talk
about design in contemporary Brazil which
achieved remarkable economic growth.

After 1994, the standard of living was enh-
anced greatly thanks to the government's pro-
ject to control inflation. The GDP is at the
highest level in Latin America. The history of
urbanization is quite short and it was in the
1970s that the urban population exceeded the
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rural population. Sao Paulo is now the world's
second largest city in terms of population.
Brazil is a young country full of energy and cre-
ative potential. The national language of Brazil
unites people of different ethnic backgrounds.
People share a strong sense of identity and a
sense of pride as a nation. With its vast land
and diversity in climate and human resources,
Brazil has enormous potential.

Industrialization began around the time of
WWII. Brasilia, the new capital city was con-
structed with a dream of realizing sustainable
development. Design played an important role
in the development of this city. The ESDI was
established in 1963 as the first educational
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institute offering university-class design educa-
tion. Professors were invited from Ulm
(Hochschule fur Gestaltung, Ulm). German
design gave strong influence on Brazilian
design at its early stage. In particular, they
gave us an opportunity to link the origin and
history of Brazil with contemporary design. We
also pursued universality in our design from an
international horizon.

However, at the moment, the economy of Brazil
is in recession. We have 36 design schools,
but job openings are limited for the graduates.
They have to find other means of living.
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Living Design Center OZONE co-organized
with Domus Academy in Italy a Recycling
Design Exhibition, in which the works of 32
graduates were shown. With a little bit of wit,
used objects such as a TV set, plastic cups,
wine bottles were turned into interior decora-
tions. They seemed to have been given new
life, and looked more appealing and lively than
when they were used for their original purpos-
es. The exhibition gave a hint that everyone
can enjoy creative activities in one's daily life
without any professional training. What is nec-
essary is a playful mind.

(Hanako Kogi)
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Move to Inter-Divisional Design in Saitama
Under the coordination of the Cultural
Promotion Division, Comprehensive Policy
Department, the Saitama prefecture began to
organize a Design Policy Review Conference. It
aims to have an inter-divisional review on
design policies by promoting closer information
exchange among different divisions. At its first
meeting, Isaka was invited to present the gen-
eral concept of social design and explain sub-
jects covered by social design. It should be
noted that the interdisciplinary design
approach that the JD has been advocating is
now being introduced in a local government.
(Masato Isaka)
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From the Secretariat
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1st Board of Directors Meeting in 1998-May 22

The main agenda items were the reports of
activities, accounts and audit of 1997, and
draft activity plan and budget for 1998 to be
submitted to the annual assembly for approval.
Regarding the Multiple Theme Forum, various
views were expressed on the themes and JD's
general activities. Vocabulary was considered
important to make our concept known to the
public. "Light infrastructure" may not make any
sense to them. But "barrier-free" became a
common term as it has been repeatedly used.
They affirmed that wording played a significant
role to introduce a new concept. Mr. Ekuan
advised that an action plan be formulated for
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each theme as JD is an action-oriented organi-
zation.

Other topics included the need for global net-
working of design organizations, and new pro-
grams including ones co-organized by other
organizations to encourage more active partici-
pation by members.

From the Editorial Committee

Voice of Design has been published with the
main aims of helping JD and its functions
become widely known, and of presenting vari-
ous design issues in order to expand the range
of activities of JD. The contents have become
more substantial with each issue. Responses
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from the readers have been good both from
inside and outside Japan.

Now that JD activities began to get on the
track, Voice of Design is going to invite more
active participation of JD members to reflect
their views and ideas.

As the first step, the Editorial Committee was
formed and started helping the editing from
this issue. Voice of Design is a communication
tool among JD members and as well as being
a medium to publicize the activities and
research results by JD to the various sectors
concerned. We welcome your contributions
and comments.

(Y. Sakota, Editorial Committee Chairman)





