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Task of Japan, Task of Design

JD was established to "think about design in
Japan". Our members responded to our ques-
tionnaire survey which asked what are the task
of design. Some answers given to the question
"what to think about" are given.

[Symbiosis of environment and city] City as an
integrated environment where nature, the man-
made things and people live side by side.
[Community life for global citizens] Personal
and private lives of citizens, the landscape, life
style based on recycling system, etc.

[Design in administration] Inter-departmental
design tasks and administrative reform, decen-
tralization of government control, etc.

[Global design] International contribution by
design, Japanese design in Asia, etc.
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[Industrial society undergoing reorganization]
Systematization of industries as the global tar-
get, networking of life and production, etc.
[Expanding information environment]
Information network forming social environ-
ment, diversifying media, etc.

[Design education] Design for continuing edu-
cation, creative environment for children, etc.
[Design for human existence] International
cooperation for universal design, etc.

[New dimensions of man-made environment]
Man-made environment in the space or the
sea, virtual reality as an environment, etc. We
hope to uncover such tasks, examine them in
concrete terms and make proposals for them.
Masato ISAKA / Industrial Designer, JD Managing Director
& Secretary General
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Panel Discussion: Administrative Reform and
Design

KE: Administrative reform is not a mere
restructuring; it is restructuring of the national
ideal. Design Division was created in MITI's
International Trade Administration Bureau in
1958 and the Export Commodities Design Law
promulgated in 1959. As trade promotion
became the national policy, design was used
as a means to steer the nation’s direction.
During the past 50 years, things thus saturated
manufacture and commerce, improved life,
and raised Japan’s standard of living to the
world’s top level. Last year, Design Division
was reorganized into Design Policy Section of
the International Trade Policy Bureau, conclud-
ing the role of design as a promoter of trade,
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and marking a new beginning. Design has
established cultural identity of the nation. To
become a beautiful country may be an ade-
quate goal for Japan. Design can expand the
demand in the right sense and orient the living
culture in the right way, to thereby realize
beautiful Japan. Amid vox populi for "adminis-
trative reform and design", this timely topic
leads to a good opportunity to raise the status
of design. Design Agency is a possibility. |
think many thoughts on culture come and go in
the mind of Japanese people today.

AT: Administrative reform means a small gov-
ernment, deregulation, and decentralization of
authority. With a small government and deregu-
lation, design is no longer compatible with the
national administration, but the private sector
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has gained power in design in a practical disci-
pline. In terms of decentralization, design pro-
vokes much argument.

Ministry of Construction had in the past hardly
given a thought to making cities beautiful or
distinguishing them from others. They promote
beautification vigorously today. From the stand-
point of administrative reform, regional autono-
my is essential, and the central government
should at least refrain from interfering. Aids
based on such awareness are fine. Design
themes may surface in decentralization in the
administrative reform.

HT: Administrative reform means there are no
longer national targets. The target had been to
catch up with the affluent United States.
Another target was to create an equal society
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by randomly distributing the outcome of high
economic growth to the areas left without the
benefit of growth. A phrase to substitute the
national target now lost is "do as you like", or
introduce market mechanism.

High economic growth caused people to lose
their communities. Help for lonely elderly peo-
ple has brought about tremendous deficits. As
that is no longer possible, people are now
urged to build a community, decentralize the
authority and establish identity for different
regions. Community functions properly to pre-
serve safety. The problem is how to build a
new community.

SM: Administration is awakening to design,
and quality of local design has somewhat
improved. But they are also becoming
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homogenous. There are design of culture and
design of civilization. For the central govern-
ment, it is design of civilization, constructing
standardized roads and sewage systems
throughout the country. For the local govern-
ments, it is design of culture, although some
are not fully aware of the distinction.

Design at the administrative level prioritizes
hardware, and ignores software such as the
management system.

The issue is design must be contemplated in
terms of quality of culture. Social design or
comprehensive design is what is needed.

TI: The administrative reform aims to turn over
politics to people, to improve people's life not
only materialistically but mentally, or to make
their life beautiful and affluent. The theme thus
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concerns local autonomy and regional design.
When we discuss regional issues, we use the
word a resident but not a citizen. A resident is
a mere physical existence while a citizen has
public rights and obligations. In building a
community, we need design to foster citizens,
not only that for hardware.

As for family life, it is necessary to make indi-
vidual homes better and beautiful based on a
new paradigm of awareness of citizenship.
This will create a beautiful community. Design,
after all, is to foster awareness of citizens.

KE: Nagoya Design Expo was held in 1979
and the City Assembly declared Nagoya to be
Design City. They have embellished streets
and opened International Design Center last
October. But there are things that a local gov-
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ernment cannot handle alone.

HT: The national government must broaden the
range of options. It is citizens who improve the
quality.

As for design in local communities, local satel-
lite cities have almost collapsed in the last
decade, and are undergoing dynamic
changes. There are no fences along canals in
the Netherlands. Instead, children practice
swimming with their clothes and shoes on.
Administrative reform perhaps means building
a system for fostering responsible citizens who
appreciate culture.

AT: Fences are for the convenience of the
management.

KE: Maybe we should build fences first, and
then demolish them very gradually, say some
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50 years. This may be one way of doing things.
AT: In Edo period, cities were very crowded,
but people had good manners and etiquettes,
a kind of civil sense.

KE: When abroad, | am frequently asked how
Japan could so quickly raise its design stan-
dard. One answer is our tradition of making
things. Another is the administrative guidance.
In the international society, design will play a
more effective role in establishing identity.

SM: Japanese design has indeed improved
since 1980s, but still lacks identity.
Modernization process since Meiji era denied
Japan’s history up to that time, as Japan
endeavored to catch up with the western world
by copying everything western. Civil rights
alone were emphasized and there is no aware-
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ness of obligations.

AT: In Japan, once a design is approved by
the administration, everything follows suit.

KE: If an old person on a wheel chair wishes to
go to Moscow from home in Tokyo, diverse
problems must be solved first. Design has the
function of such coordination with all adminis-
trative organs.

AT: Administration acknowledges that prob-
lems must be solved, but they do it only in bits
and parts, and they do not take the problem
overall. Another thing is the heart or willingness
to help people on wheelchairs.

HT: In order for a person on wheel chair to
freely move around in cities, we must get rid of
cars. But it takes time to reach a consensus
from all, including young people.
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SM: Design for the social system involves will-
ingness to lend hands to disabled people. We
also need standards for universal design.

TN: Barrier-free design requires sharing appreci-
ation of humane life and objectives as a citizen.
KE: Today’s discussion suggests that design
creates an environment that fosters people,
and such environment will improve design.
Whether it is for the administration or for private
sectors, design is very important.

KE (Kenji EKUAN) / Industrial Designer

AT (Akira TAMURA) / Urban Planner

HT (Hiroshi TAKEUCHI) / Chairman, Research Councile
LTCD Research Institute, Inc.

SM (Seiichi MIZUNO) / Chairman of Tokyo Creative
Committee, Member of the House of Councilors

TI (Tomoko INUKAI) / Critic
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Design Requires Not Administration, But Policy

When "the administration" is held responsible
for some situation, the administration probably
means the government. Government control
over flood or waste disposal is necessary and
urgent in some cases, if it concerns a society
or a group. No such control is ever necessary
for design because it is only the individuals'
freedom of action that realizes an ideal society
and achieves a result of higher values. This is
realized by total "laissez faire", not by efforts to
seek a unified ideal. To realize the belief, it is
essential to maintain a system that enables
realization of the belief, and ideas and objec-
tives should be pursued. The public "policy"
should specifically indicate its objectives and
framework that are latently present in the soci-
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ety and to hasten the process of such realiza-
tion. Now that Japan has achieved materialistic
prosperity and its people are called "rich but
ugly", people of this country are in the cultural
and the design situation that require their seri-
ous reflection and self reform through their
mode of behavior and sense of values.
Keiichiro MURANO / President Japan Industrisl Design
Promotion Organigation
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What Innovations Are Possible in Three Years
before the 21st Century?

To form an outlook for the 21st Century, we
must look back on the 20th Century. | regard it
as an era of shift from "ideological antagonism
and confrontation between the governed and
the governing nations" to "cooperation in lieu of
confrontation and independence rather than
dependence". Another is the tremendous "pop-
ulation explosion". That was made possible by
the economic growth and advance in the agri-
cultural technology. Development in materialis-
tic civilization saw its extreme in the 20th
century, be it a dead-end or not.

Trend of free trade prevailed in the world and
development of information technology brought
about borderless economy and contamination
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of the world. The past 100 years was a period
of great changes in many senses. With the
close of ideological antagonism opens the era
of great changes and exchanges in terms of
culture.

The world in the 21st century will see more and
more inter-dependence among nations, and
societies will become multi-polarized and multi-
layered. While the growth rate in Asian coun-
tries accelerated overwhelmingly, that of
Japan, Europe and USA has become stagnant.
Unlike dominance by Britain in the 19th century
and by US and Soviet Union in the 20th centu-
ry, the world will be levelled off and become
pluralistic. Order can be maintained only
through cooperation and solidarity.

If levelling off proceeds, arise for a "gcore" to
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bind things together will occur for order. That
may be something like United Nations or GATT.
At the same time, if nations of the world
become indistinct with one another due to lev-
elling, neighboring nations may be united and
establish regional cooperation. It then will pose
the problem of organizing blocks.

Global issues such as refugees, poverty, envi-
ronmental contamination, and lack of resources
and energy may in a sense diminish the role of
a nation and enhance that of international orga-
nizations such as UN. The great challenge will
be how to maintain political order and cen-
tripetal force, and political leaders of the world
will have to face the difficult tasks.

Asian countries, especially China, will have a
considerable significance. However, these
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countries are confronted with domestic prob-
lems of their own, and the essential thing is
political stability when the power shifts to the
next generation or establishing controlled
macro-economy. Privatization, deregulation
and stable diplomatic relations are also impor-
tant. Particularly, when a country is undergoing
rapid growth, as in many Asian countries, there
arises a grave concern for the public health
which may be at stake due to deteriorated liv-
ing environment caused by overemphasis on
energy. How can international cooperation be
developed to address difficult economic chal-
lenges faced by Asian countries? For Japan,
development of software for establishing
frameworks and intellectual contribution are the
key elements.
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To fulfill its role in the international society,
Japan must give serious thoughts to what inno-
vations are possible during three years before
the 21st century. It is challenged to develop
into an industrialized society equipped with
"highly innovative capacity" for higher creativity
by changing the cost structure to a more flexi-
ble one. Conventional thinking will never
strengthen the power for new growth.

However, the Japanese are not that un-disci-
plined ethnically. It is not their quality that is
questioned; it is the question of "system". The
same is true of its education. What is most
important for the Japanese, particularly in the
age of "great exchanges', is to foster creativity.
Another important point is to enhance contact
with and deepen understanding of different
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cultures.

"Informatization of society" will irreversibly pro-
ceed. Japan lags far behind USA in its informa-
tization process. How can it catch up?
Cultivating and fostering people who have the
ability and improving the social and environ-
mental conditions toward that end are the key
factors.

To the Japanese, individualism means an exis-
tence in the context of relationship with others.
It is a matter of how to interpret the relation with
others. "Cultural conflict" is therefore inevitable.
This is where importance of education is felt.
We must make sure that informatization
process will proceed in desirable direction.
Shinji FUKUKAWA / Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, Dentsu Institute for Human Studies
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The Status of the Design in a Corporation:
—Should It be a Core Competency

What | want to say is "design must be per-
ceived as the core of management force". To
distinguish a product or service is perceived as
an advantage for enterprises. "Why" do people
choose our products rather than our competi-
tors'? This may open the door or window to a
strategic opportunity.

Generally, design means a specific design for
a given product. If, however, design is created
with a long-term viewpoint by considering com-
patibility with other products of other compa-
nies in order to respond to a strategic target or
marketing goal, then it leads to "reinforcement

8
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of the company image". In other words, "design
function" will bear a significance as "the core of
management" within the company.

This is "the propelling force" for company
strategies. To raise it to "the driving force",
awareness of the top management is essential.
Let me explain this by taking example of
Philips. A few years ago, Philips developed a
program for "change" for its re-engineering
activities called "Centurion”, and deployed 99
top management people to extract "five keys to
management ability";(1) investigation, (2)
design, (3) production, (4) marketing, and (5)
human resources. When presenting them, 500
managers were given systematic explanation
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on "what is design" for the first time. In the end,
there were formed 14 task forces, two of which
were related to design and | was appointed as
the chairman of User Interface and Corporate
Identity.

What is important for a designer in such an
activity is to plan a program by foreseeing
company changes. Design division within a
company is expected to take the initiative in
various aspects.

Robert BLAICH / International Design Management
Consultant
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Design for Production Things in Global Age

By expanding "visual field of design" on a glob-
al scope, there are three merits; globalization
of marketing, ecological viewpoint, and man-
agement from the global viewpoint or design
management.

Emasculation of Japanese industry today not
only means "emasculation of production mar-
ket', but that of "finance market" as well as that
of "consumer market'. We need to recognize
that if we were to aim at the world market, reno-
vation and innovation of things achieved by
technological and design renovation should
eventually be reflected in prices. Only through
this process, "consumption" will be revitalized.
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| ' want to point out that the production market
must develop a global design management
strategy. If we equip ourselves directly with all
big gears such as "enterprise’, "Japanese mar-
ket" and "world market', we will not be able to
rotate. We need auxiliary gears such as
"design research", "design marketing" and
"design communication" (collectively "design
management") between gears for smooth rota-
tion.

"Involvement with the earth" means shift from
'market design" to "social design". From the ini-
tial stage "product design" to "environmental
design" covering from production to end use....
In this mature age, the design concept must be

R L

expanded to include "ecological environment".
By considering "what problems will happen if
we discarded things", everything from raw
materials to forms may change. In other word,
it is "social design" that covers from production
to re-production, or from competition to collab-
oration or co-creation. Different trades must
collaborate and cultivate based on a broader
viewpoint.

Seiich MIZUNO / Chairman of Tokyo Creative Committee,
Member of the House of Councilors
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Global Stance Versus Personal Stance

Positions of next generation management are
"‘management from global standpoint’, and
"'management from personal standpoint with an
individual as its principal’. With these in mind,
we must question ourselves how to build the
society for the next generation and what contri-
butions we can make. In addition to its conven-
tional roles of division of functions, design must
predict and construct the social model and the
social vision after 2000.

The keyword for global management is "sus-
tainability", and comprehensive approach to
"continuing living" belongs to the concept of
ecology. To plan "a recycling type social struc-
ture" by substituting productivity with recycling
system is management and design from the
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global standpoint. The basic rule is to shift from
new design to "repair design’, "re-design" and
further "re-materializing".

Ecology is based on the thought that the earth
as a whole is made alive as a result of interrela-
tionship and links among individual elements.
Instead of "thinking in a broader sense", we
must think in terms of "links among smaller ele-
ments". We must shift from high technology to
hand-work. A trend to acknowledge the work-
manship of an individual has appeared, but
now is the time to accept such diverse levels.

If we interpret "barrier-free" to mean "deregula-
tion", then we must first lift our own self-restric-
tion. The position of users which was totally
disintegrated for the sake of efficiency must be
merged once again. The concept of "ecology”
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and "barrier-free" must be questioned as the
core of the management. We designers must
present design systems to enable clients to
design by themselves according to their
needs, instead of doing the design work our-
selves.

When we link the concept of "barrier-free" with
an individual person, universal design will be
the solution, an excellent and simple design
that enables symbiosis with nature. It depends
on how many times the design can be utilized.
Change in management is to "create a flow",
and to accelerate the flow and apply synergy
to the society are the meaning of the global
design management.

Masakazu TANIGUCHI / Marketing Consultant
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The Objects of Global Design

[The Point of Panel Discussion]

Prerequisite for "Excellent Global Citizen" --
Design

Robert BLAICH: Designers must be "an accel-
erator for change" and a leader for innovation.
They are involved in various global issues
which bear significant impact on business,
government, and life of people all over the
world, such as design of a communication sys-
tem, a process of education, strategic business
planning, solutions to environmental issues,
and future business ventures.

Design is to "make technology more human"
and to shift to "user’s viewpoints" by renovating
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technology. Specialists in design must make
changes to correspond with changes in the
society and have ability to cope with such
changes.

According to Mr. Ecuado (Chairman of
Brazilian Design Inst.), the real need is to pro-
mote design in developing countries based on
the social viewpoint. Products must be made in
a form that will eradicate absolute poverty.
Another important thing is that by expanding
the basic health care and system, basic "edu-
cation" should also be expanded. Design
should have a strong presence in health, ener-
gy and transportation. Design should therefore
maintain superior competitiveness and achieve
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‘something" more than the profits.

Design is a prerequisite and an aid for us to
become "excellent global citizen".

Isaka (Moderator): Unexpectedly, panelists
discussed the issue of how to manage today’s
global design themes. By management, they
do not simply mean control; they mean setting
objectives for global design themes. They pro-
posed various approaches and keywords.

(1.5 hour question/answer session followed the
discussion.)
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From International to Inter-human Standpoint
The word "international" clearly contains a con-
cept that affirms the unit of a nation.

Japan’s post-War advance into world markets
earned reputation for Japanese products for
their high quality and reasonable prices.
Design, however, was often pointed out as
lacking the national identity.

As we head toward a highly informatized society
in the coming century, human activities will surely
shift their basis from the nation to regions while
becoming globalized at the same time.

If design is an act of creation for human
beings, "ginter-human" viewpoint rather than a
mere national or international one will be
required.

Kiyoshi SAKASHITA / Consultant, SHARP Corporation
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Yamagata—another Japan beyond the moun-
tains—

It is my fourth year at Tohoku University of Art
and Design in Yamagata.

| took up industrial design for small and medi-
um-sized firms or so-called cottage industry as
my life work in my mid-twenties. | have visited
many places including northeast and southeast
Asian countries, and | am proud of my contri-
bution in this area. Skills | resort to in my work
belong to the category of modern design.

In 1970s | kept on moving, asking myself "gis
this really the right way?" | have moved alone
and settled in Yamagata because | hoped
something there might find my way.

Michio HANYU / Professor, Tohoku University of Art and
Design



BERETS 1>

wen I8 & RN O R EBIHH

WEMIIE o Kb TRz

TEHOMP S FHA VIBE U 22f%
BR &SRR T ATz,

RO PP I3 RE S h 5 AL
MO TH 5, ket #E/dFR L& LT
P 2 72012, ZhE Clofanbisess
DFHFERFHZBI L CRET D FEH 4 5%
PRER LTz, ZOHT, THA Y ORT)
FESE LRI OENION, H
T ElEHTENR Y FORBETH -
720

ZONy FOERELEZAH1F, BER
B OXR L VEEIZ K-> T, AEIYIC
< b LU ZMBBHE L THEES D EE DO
Tty FEhBHHTH S, EHOLOK,
RoLiME—SHENTE LN, [#HH
kb7 2bE2)T7T—-LT, BHICK
57 AN EFEITTHEI LIRS, Ly
L. fioTEAL»S7=DTH 5,

ZOHEE, W B MR L Lz
v K CTHo7272012, il @k s
AREE GO THAZEE L2720 T
b ol AL EEMIZIE 5 L EE
ELTHhDILEBEAELNTHMLT
b, MHEH I TE L2 572D TH 5,
F T, 2 FBLIBRDOFRENIE LW S
FHAF—IZBIMLTEW, & &n L
STHEZDZNyY FIZR®HBEZ ENTE
726

ZOWEOERER A 55 Z Lk, iEtE
DR & WIS HEHBZ IR A 2 720121
THA VYBRARTH 722 &, F7=,
T YA F—RREREE b S 7205

Communication between Designer and User

| specialize in designing artificial objects such
as machinery, and have participated in devel-
oping and designing several machines includ-
ing a bed for bed-bound elderly patients. After
much work, | came up with a trial product #1
which was approved by healthy subjects, but
not accepted by patients.

Because of its typically mechanical appear-
ance, the care taker was uneasy and hesitated
its use. | had thereafter a designer participate
in the project and came up with a bed which
was acceptable to the patient and the caretak-
er as well.

What is lacking most in a designer who tries to
incorporate as many functions as possible in
the product is his/her sense of duty to commu-
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nicate the design intent and an effective way of
communication. If it was possible, extension of
the product life cycle, an urgent challenge
which conscientious designers want to meet,
will be met.

Naomasa NAKAJIMA / Professor, The Division of
Engineering Graduate School, Tokyo University
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Information and Design

The problem with the booming Internet Gallery
is that only the images are given. In a more
advanced networking age, a person would
take the initiative in accessing the network and
changing the image. People would access a
robot in a museum to freely view art works
there. The network should be open to the out-
side worldthrough terminals. It should operate
as a presence that links the virtual image with
the reality.

Sensitivity engineering which studies human
intuition, sensibility or emotions lags behind. |
am building a structural model of viewing arts
by assuming that people’s attitudes vary and
that they can be classified. What do people of
the same attitude have in common? People will
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have access to a robot camera in a museum-
from different parts of the world, and the accu-
mulated data will be analyzed to make up a
sensitivity evaluation model. The challenge is
"to learn the mechanism of sensitivity and
desigh man-made objects in the way they
should be designed".

Akira HARADA / Associate Provost, School of Art and
Design, University of Tsukuba
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Logo Design for 400th Anniversary of Japan-
Nederlands Relationship

On April 19, 1600 a Dutch vessel "den Liefde"
drifted offshore the Bungo Bay in Usuki, Oita.
Locals warmly looked after the crew, which
formed a basis for friendly relationship between
Japan and the Netherlands. Two nations plan a
grand exhibition commemorating the 400th
anniversary in the year 2000. A project for
designing a symbol logo-mark for the occasion
was launched using internet, participated by
Ms. Anne Stienstra of GraphA Amsterdam and
myself of GK Graphics. The logo has the nati-
onal flags of two countries in the background;
one of fan-shaped designs represents Japan
and the other in the shape of Dejima Island
symbolizes the Netherlands. Japan is on the

Hﬂlj
dap

—

o
To
s

southeast of the globe while the Netherlands is
on the northwest (of the earth). Two sail ships
represent two countries, each carrying a small
flag. Below are the crests of waves. The num-
ber 400 signifies 400 years of a close bond
between the two countries.

At the reception to welcome Prime Minister Kok
at Hotel Okura on November 6, the logo was
presented by the chairman Taro Nakayama of
the executive committee for the 400th anniver-
sary of the exchange between the two coun-
tries. The logo comes in several variations to
offer wider applications. In red, white and blue
which are the colors of national flags of the two
countries, the logo will be used for official pro-
jects.
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Made-in-Japan Gadgets Making Appear-ances in
Succession

A deluge of digital products could transform
consumer electronics and change how the
world works and plays. And most of them are
from Japan. Some Americans write off the
Japanese as digital laggards. But this is not
true. Now Japanese are mounting a full-court
press into digital consumer electronics. In a
few years, the products that survive the
Darwinian market economics of Akihabara will
penetrate households around the world. Sony’s
playstation, Toshiba and Matsushita’s DVD,
JVC’s camcorder and Casio’s digital camera
are the typical digital products of today. Where
the credo of lighter and smaller is fully realized
by miniture computers that store images and
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sounds on optical disks or semiconductor
memory. What may be called a digital jack-of-
trades is the Sharp’s PDA(personal digital
assistant) named the Color Zaurus. The 490-
gram device not only reads hand-writing but
also surfs the web,doubles as a digital camera,
and transmits snap-shot over the Internet. Plug
in a cell phone, and surf the Web on the go.
WOW!. JAPAN'S NEW GAD GETS, BUSINESS
WEEK, NOV.25.1996

Shoji EKUAN / Sociologist
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City and Design

A city cannot be designed as is usually done
by designers of other areas. And yet, a city
exists as a result of design and strongly influ-
ences our mind and emotions in our living
hours. At the same time, we also seek pleasure
of walking in a city.

However, cities today are not necessarily well
designed as such. Recent buildings tend to be
alienated from places where we feel their beau-
ty and enjoy walking.

Architecture is the most basic element for a
city. A space in a city is created only when citi-
zens, administration and business agree on
concept and software. But no such system
actually exists for the time being.

If we cannot rely on laws or institutions, we may
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have to tolerate inconveniences of architecture
through private contracts and agreements and
consensus of the citizens in order to secure a
space in the city.

Michimasa NANJYO / Urban Planner

Urban Environment and Design

A series of re-development projects in the
Tokyo Bay area from Yokohama MM21 to the
new urban center, which started functioning
this year, seems to have roused the general
public’s interests in urban environmental
design. These futuristic environment 6 with
landscaped open spaces and streets are total-
ly alienated from typical Japanese scenes.

The 21st Century is called the age of regional-
ism, and there are heated arguments for
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decentralization. The main stream in urban
design, however, is inclined toward centraliza-
tion.

Although efforts are being made to reflect pub-
lic opinions through hearings, urban design for
local cities is mostly a mere copy of big cities.
Japan enjoys rich diversity of climatic and nat-
ural features from one region to another. We
must acknowledge and respect uniquely local
cultures as valuable social assets and make
best use of them in concrete projects.

"Civic Design" Project promoted by the Ministry
of Construction since 1989 aims at effective uti-
lization of public spaces as social asset. Its
result seems to have started flowering, and var-
jous examples of initial trials and errors can be
cited. | hope there will be many excellent
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designs with long perspectives of 50 to 100
years which will be handed down to next gen-
erations as social assets. However | am both-
ered with the way designers are appointed for
the project. There seems to be no order or sys-
tem.

Public spaces are still perceived as something
to be built by the government. Unless this per-
ception changes, no improvement in the quality
of public spaces can be expected.
Environmental design education is also impor-
tant.

Environment open to public must be created
and maintained with affection and respect, and
the designers must recognize the originality of
each site and respect it as "singularly unique".
Takashi NAGATANI / Urban Designer
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Design for Countenance and Posture of a City
The problem seems to be with the philosophy
of how to design the countenance and posture
of urban environment. Humans and cities alike
should value feelings and emotions, and attach
more importance to physical or mental health
or to beauty of aging rather than merely to
countenance or appearance.

In designing urban environment, issues such
as safety and disaster prevention, and nature
and pollution should be given top priority as
they make a city healthy. Nature, above all,
should be regarded as something to coexist
and be assimilated in a city.

As for beauty of aging, it is essential to seek a
human city which continues and cycles in his-
tory. From the viewpoint of learning from histo-
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ry, we need to design a city that can be beauti-
fied by age by preservation, rejuvenation and
repair.

Beauty of posture should value individual char-
acters such as human sensitivity, localism,
regionalism and provincialism which make up
the image or scenic beauty of a place.

Shoji YOKOKAWA / Urban Designer
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Clothing and Space

Living encompasses clothing, food and shelter,
and clothing which directly envelopes humans
fascinates me most. An individual's sense of
living and personality should be beautifully
reflected in the way of dress, otherwise it sad-
dens me.

Men in business suit particularly and uniformly
strike me as ugly. Their jackets appear to lack
dignity when seen from the back nor do they
look functional. Wrinkled and sagging, they
seem to impair the wearers’ sensitivity, func-
tions and abilities.

This is due to lack of awareness of those mak-
ing clothes.They have no eyes for observation.
They must learn to appreciate the mechanics
of human body and its beauty.
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Clothing feels comfortable and looks comfort-
able when finished with an adequate space
between it and the body. That space enables
smooth movement of the body and yet holds
clothes in shape when the body is stationary.
Men do not wear clothes; rather, they wear the
space in-between the body and the clothes.
Another important factor is the material that
makes up clothes. The color tone is also essen-
tial as it raises the spirit. | believe clothes enliv-
en life and love of work.

A comfortable space for resting does not nec-
essarily mean spaciousness. This applies to
urban design as well, and we want affluent
spaces rather than a forest of rigid buildings.
Chie KOIKE / Emeritus President, Bunka Fashion
College
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Proposal for "A New Way of Life"

Compared to recent development in hardware
for houses, there seem to be few proposals for
better use of space. Approaches to planning a
comfortable living for those with diverse life
styles are being sought in order to value the
functions and quality of a space rather than the
number of rooms within a house. But no
methodology has yet been established.
Demands for a space adequate for the life style
and life stage of a person or persons are, how-
ever, mounting.

Construction Ministry’s 1994 Project for
Housing Development and Diffusion proposed
"a low cost house equipped with basic func-
tions such as heat insulation and barrier-free
environment, of which interior can be added or
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modified by residents themselves as their life
style or stage changes." It is a house which
challenges its resident to find various ways of
using space and a project which stimulates
end users’ cost consciousness.

Various problems are encountered in R&D and
diffusion for implementation of the project. This
may be a good opportunity for contemplating
how to pursue the theme "life and design".
Ryukou HAYASHI / Interior Coordinator

Forum Doguology -- What | Consign to the
Society of Doguology

Dogus or tools around ourselves and appear-
ance of the world of tools have radically
changed since the Industrial Revolution. As the
Revolution extended to people’s lives, it
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inevitably entailed changes in how the tools
were present.

On one hand, electronic devices promote
changes in production, life, information, knowl-
edge and awareness.

Industrial pollution, environmental contamina-
tion and destruction of the ozone layer are
results of astronomical changes in the world of
Dogu. And yet we continue producing them.
What presence are they? What is the proper
form for the Dogu-world?

As a device to solve this significant question,
we established Forum Doguology - the Society
for Doguology in the fall of '96.

The Society of Doguology is an interdiciplinary
presence of a group of scholars of cultural
anthropology, ethnology, folklore, and study of
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life style, who have studied the human life from
the viewpoint of Dogu-tools, and pursues a
study of utility challenged by urgent tasks of
understanding chaotic situation surrounding
Dogus and "impregnated with risks". This
Society is uniquely characterized by its posture
to involve the business circle making Dogus as
corporate members and to include them in joint
studies with the scholars of related fields at the
core.

Doguology is a study of life style and of
humans as seen by Dogus.

Redesigning of the society as seen by Dogus
remains untouched.

Masatomo YAMAGUCHI / Director, GK Institute of
DOGUOLOGY
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Thoughts on design education

In 5-year technical schools, basic studies on
design are offered in addition to courses in
ordinary high schools before students take up
specialized studies from the fourth year.

Two years of postgraduate courses were
added in April, 1996, and the total of seven
years of design education will now give the stu-
dents a bachelor’'s degree. The technical
school system was revised in July, 1993. It is
now possible to establish a technical school
declaring itself as an art school. | hope that the
number of technical schools specializing in art
will increase in future to produce excellent
designers who will lead the design circle of
Japan.

Hisaji WAKABAYASHI / Industrial Designer
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Education and Design

Supremacy of fine art has long prevailed in
Japan and design was regarded as outside the
realm of pure art such as paintings and sculp-
tures. | myself believe that design is culture of
utility and beauty which is essential for people
to live.

There are no fixed methods or techniques in
education as people learn within their intelli-
gence and physical ability. Yet, there are cer-
tain basic elements common to all. Education
that guides the bud of individual’s gifts toward
a most appropriate goal can be described as a
success in certain aspects. With education,
however, the outcome is not instantly visible,
and we tend to become impatient.

| keenly felt the discrepancy between the busi-
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ness world and the educational circle when |
left a private firm to take up teaching.

At about the same time, | happened to visit the
Design Center in London, where | was told that
they taught design even to children in kinder-
garten. | was impressed by how they were
directing children’s awareness to design
through experience in real life.

For people, it is a life task to polish their sens-
es, feel things with heart, and make things with
their own hands. To me, what matters most in
education is similarly important in design.
Saneo NAGAMATSU / Professor, KAGOSHIMA University

JD Salon:Design in Finland
On October 31, JD salon was held at I-House
(Roppongi) to welcome Dean Yrj Sotamaa of
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Helsinki University of Arts in Finland.

Mr. Sotamaa pointed out that the importance of
design in Finland was because of its role in
creating national identity and giving economic
impact on people’s daily life. He spoke on des-
ignation of five areas for Finland’s design strat-
egy; forest and wood resources, bio-technology,
development of avant-garde materials, commu-
nication technology, and industrial design.
Another project to enhance the role of design is
the "Design City" project launched several
years ago by the government, educational
institutions and municipal government, Mr.
Sotamaa said. The project scheduled for com-
pletion in 2005 contains urban development
that includes Helsinki University of 3Arts and
various cultural and commercial facilities for
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promoting education, research, production,
etc.

"Sustainable development" and "informatization
of society" were introduced as the main themes
in design education.

Mr. Sotamaa showed 80 slides of the campus
and design works by his students. Helsinki
University of Arts is the largest design school in
Europe, offering wide variety of curriculums.
One showed Mr. Kaj Franck teaching in 1966.
He also talked about how they had maintained
their interest in materials, the shift from post
modernism to simplicity, "Nokia" project spon-
sored both by the government and the private
sector, as well as the present and future of
design in Finland.
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Report on JD Workshop "Thinking of Design and
Education"

The workshop was started as a continuation of
two forums, "Design education and promotion"
and "Children and design". As discussions are
repeated, the weight of the theme is keenly felt.
The lecture by the president of Helsinki
University of Arts left unlimited admiration for
Finland where "ideal of design" is valid. How
can we reconstruct "ideal of design" in Japan?
How can we educate that "ideal" ? To whom,
and how? This year, we hope to find "the solu-
tion" to this grave problem.

Hiroshi SANO / Professor, Tokyo Gakugei University, JD
Director
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The expression "universal design" can be
replaced by barrier free design or design for
all. It means design for all the people. | have
had multiple sclerosis for the last 20 years, and
this led me to think about design and disability.
| truly feel that the man-made environment
today lacks consideration for the disabled.

The number of disabled people today is 470
million, which is expected to be 570 million in
2000, accounting for 9% of the world's popula-
tion. If old people, very tall and short people,
and pregnant women are counted, the number
will become considerable, and they are cer-
tainly not a minority group. Design has always
had healthy people in mind, but they should
change their paradigm to accommodate the
handicapped.
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Handrails on the stairs, for example. Even
though recent buildings in Japan are well
equipped with handrails, not much attention is
paid to this in today's world. Young designers
have no regard for the disabled or the elderly.
Education is to blame. Design for the disabled
requires joint effort of designers and surgeons.
A woman wrote to me while in hospital com-
plaining that hospital equipments treat her as a
total invalid. Another person says that a metal
walking stick is very cold, declaring "you are
infirm".

The population of the elderly and the disabled
has increased unprecedentedly. We must face
this new reality. Young designers must try to
keep good communication with the elderly and
the disabled.

H# ([EFH) LW XBO 2007
AV THEL, 29 L aBlda i
L, ZTHIDBEE5 25794 VR0 H
WD HBEFELESTETHEIDTT,
ZLTHOA, #HELETVA F — 1380
HREEHEL LS AI L =r—-v 3 vk
LD, ZOFEREMD Z L DEE LD T
¥

[F94 b -4V TFAMT Y
F ¥ — W% |
AR g

HARTHA V& SRR R Lo
BAMZE L Y 2 — & ik Hh o 5 4
b AVTITALTIF v — D&
S L7z,

ZOWRIZREROE T DA 77 Z b
T F v —IZ LTI N 723 DT,
KELFEREHEEBEE LIEXT AT
7 F % =R LT, AESMEERELES
EEIT 5 X— 2 & L TO/NTRIGEN:
IZiiB 7 T RILE—EHVEHGY AT L5
A A=V ERNTWDB, BREIRIE KK
R U 7= B RER T O BRA 23fF 28 0 Hy 7 6
2B > TOWADIEE D TEHNA, [H
RICHEERKIB CHEORISIBI L, W#) LT
WHEERORMEIZ, T A F—& LT,
il & UCHHIO DR H B L5 &
AMHE AL —bPLTNB,

BURE fUCIPRRH K O L iU 7e
Faoio, SHHEOEM A - —. &
flix—H—LDF— L MEN, PN
B EHREI IR TH B,

FIRHZ Z DT — < |3k THE Tt

Study on Light Infrastructure

Following is the progress report on light infra-
structure study jointly conducted by JD and
Waseda University’'s Advanced Res. Inst. for
Sci. and Eng. Small sized and flexible self-suffi-
cient system is being imaged as the base for
small quantity/multiple species producing soci-
ety. Limitations of modern cities demonstrated
by Hanshin Great Earthquake as well as will-
ingness of a designer/engineer to tackle global
refugee problems prompted launching of the
study.

Basic conceptual design by industry and acad-
emia is in progress. Since the theme would
become meaningless unless handled in an
extremely practical ways, several realistic pro-
jects were planned.
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1: Study of light infrastructure for refugee
camps

This project is based on the conceptualization
of housings and communities for refugees
which are being created perpetually by insur-
rections, wars and extreme poverty. The study
prioritized design of hospital as a life sustaining
device. Securing life and health above any-
thing else requires the most basic device. As
Association of Medical Doctors of Asia -
AMDA, an NGO based in Okayama Pref., is a
pioneer organization in this area, we decided
to focus on how to support their activities and
are currently collecting specific information.
The work has started with conceptualization of
a group of mobile hospital equipments in which
we concentrated the high technology. Design
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of six containers and vehicle has been started.
2: Hiroshima House in Cambodia Project
Hiroshima and Phnom Penh share the same
history of devastation, the former by the atomic
bomb and the latter by atrocity by Pol Pot, and
the project was partly started from the
exchange of two cities.

In Phnom Penh partial construction of the facili-
ty including a nuclear bomb archive, a peo-
ple’s exchange and training plaza and a
hospital has been started. In a sense, it repre-
sents a concept of a refugee camp fixed and
built in a city. Compact medical equipments
and a high-tech water purifier have already
been developed.

3: Setagaya Village Project

Construction starts in March, 1997. A self-
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standing energy production kit consisting of
wind and solar energy generators and a com-
pact water-cooled diesel engine was devel-
oped for building a high-tech, compact
industrialized pilot farm with a natural air condi-
tioning system using a water purifier and a
wind circulater. As a part of JD’s activities, an
exhibition to report on R&D results is being
planned in near future.

Osamu ISHIYAMA / Architect
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The Joint Meeting of Boards of Directors and
Standing Directors was held on Oct. 23, 1996
to evaluate and overview the first year and
declare themes for future activities of JD, with
focus on the business outlines, forms and con-
tents. "Social design" was chosen as a key
word to link challenges and problems of every
social realm, and a small table was set up for
every problem where all the members would sit
around a key person for discussion.

The Meeting of Standing Directors was held on
Dec. 20 (Fri.) for two hours.After winding up
editorial work for #4 Voice of Design, opinions
were exchanged on the future policies and
composition. Discussion was centered on how
to sharply focus JD’s view on the theme cho-
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sen for each issue.

Views were expressed regarding the annual
conference, and a proposal for creating a
forum for sharing the awareness of problems
regarding "Social Design', the general theme,
for examination by the executive committee
was presented.

Annual Conference is scheduled for May this
year; the general assembly in the morning and
the multi-theme conference on Social Design to
be participated byall the members in the after-
noon.
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Editorial Notes *It is two years since the
Hanshin Awaji Great Earthquake, but our
thoughts continue being shaken. Sustainability.
*Qur activities are getting on the right track
toward better collaboration among busy mem-
bers. *This issue contains 24 pages. It features
a list of problems and themes we face. We first
extracted themes to cover "undulations" in
three dimensions. We shall need to expand into
the fourth dimension that encompasses the
time axis. *Discussion on "Administrative Re-
form and Design" was another attempt to locate
where the problems lie. While Miss Inukai
frankly questioned design’s capacity of coping
with the present situation when no one knows
what lies ahead for Japan, the participants
boldly touched the core of subject. (K. SANO)





