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Environmental Design and Urban Design

Human life is sustained by the overall natural
environment. This environment is explained by
'science”, but its grandiose and yet exquisite
design is nothing a man can create. People
have called the creator of that design "God".
The mankind has altered and modified the nat-
ural environment to suit their own needs: "God
creates nature, and man forms cities." But envi-
ronmental design by man does not mean
designing the environment which is there in its
entirety, nor does it mean to create another
environment which is totally free of nature's
influence. Daily activities of mankind can not
be dissociated from the earth's eco-system.

In order for the six billion people to continue liv-
ing on the earth, we need a system called city.
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At the same time, the mankind never ceases to
seek creativity, beauty and a better life. If so
and if we are to work on the earth, we humans
must be aware that we are committed to the
environment as a whole and that we are a part
of its eco-system. The most concentrated parts
of the earth are the cities, where factors such
as human relations, interests and history are
intricately entwined. Urban design seeks an
environment that permits wholistic and sustain-
able life of mankind.

We need to arrive at new recognition of design
which is based on the understanding of how
future environment and human society would
look like and to develop new techniques and
methods for such design.

Akira TAMURA / Urban Planner, JD Inspector
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Comprehensive Design and Professional
Education

Creating things requires an attitude of minding
the matters that are not visible. "Being attentive"
also means "being spirited", but today such
senses are lost by in those who create and
those who use things. Economy governs peo-
ple and their lives, and materialistic thinking
predominates. Individuality has become a
superficial matter. It bothers me to see the
gradual extinction of virtues of traditional
Japanese life style and culture that respects
spirituality.

Between April and June each year, Nikkan
Kogyo Shimbun offers a Machinery Industry
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Design Award to invigorate the design circle.
The world of industrial machinery restricted by
stringent conditions is where social factors
count greatly, and the relation between man
and machine with productive function must be
given deep thinking and consideration. A new
concept must be formed to encompass the
conventional category of design. Though limit-
ed in number, there are examples of products
of rare quality. As a whole, however, majority of
entries fall far short of contemplating the prob-
lem of comprehensive design.

Curriculums for design education for special-
ized areas have been stereotyped over the
past 40-odd years, and there is an urgent need
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to introduce the idea and theory of comprehen-
sive design which is closely associated with
culture, society and science.

Yoichi SUMITA / Professor Emeritus, Tokyo National
University of Fine Arts and Music, Industrial Design
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City and Barrier-free Environment

Conventional planning has positioned a "gcity"
as something that is distinguished from
humans themselves or the human life, and
emphasized the importance of symbol and
landmark. People living there are engulfed in
the gigantic urban scale and negated.
Recently, local governments have established
ordinances for "gman-friendly community plan”,
and all of a sudden became keen about com-
munity planning that focuses on people. It
would not be easy, for we know too little about
people, particularly those who have physical
handicaps or ageing problems.

The world of architecture has enjoyed freedom
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of creation as its trend shifted from modernism
to post modernism. What we must do next is to
learn more about the human scale as we try to
create a new urban environment. We expect
designers to come up with a community plan-
ning that takes into account various factors
related to our five senses, such as the stride
and speed of pedestrians, their vision and
hearing, sense of physical balance and physio-
logical sensations.

Cities undergoing rapid economic growth are
laden with barriers that impede human activi-
ties. The difference in physical strength
between men of the times when their life
expectancy was 50 years and those of today
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whose life span is almost 100 years. Individual
differences in physical abilities are far more
greater and complicated. How should we
design a barrier-free environment? We are in
the midst of a chaos.

Atsuko KAMOSHIDA / Industrial Designer
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Design of Personality

--role of Japanese culture in the next century
The process of modernization encouraged
materialistic culture to propagate and become
personalized but it also accelerated chaotic
development of featureless and dab-colored
culture. As we head for post modern age, we
are confronted with the problems of how to re-
integrate the once-individualized phenomena
and how the value of things, the very core and
the nature of things, in other words personality,
should be evaluated.

The ever-changing process of production and
the life style will be reviewed by referring to the
very origin of the Japanese culture.
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Challenging the Space, and Design

We are at the dawn of an era when Japanese
culture and design will have a great impact on
the world in the 21st Century. The Museum of
Edo Culture is built to the height of the Edo
Castle’s tower. Castles are the high-rises, the
product of outstanding Japanese wooden
building techniques. The inside is partitioned
by a model of Nipponbashi Bridge. Wooden
bridges easily decay, and stone bridges
became the main stream in the western world.
In Japan, on the contrary, an additional space
was secured to allow building of a new bridge
adjacent the old one. This was based on the
idea of replacing things in a sustainable man-
ner.

In the modern days, Japan has encouraged
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construction of urban environment and build-
ings based on the western thinking. But it is
time for us to take a new look at hardware and
software in the traditional architectural technol-
ogy such as highly matured and sophisticated
wooden buildings. What characterizes the
Katsura Detached Palace is its system of neatly
dividing the space into guest sections and
those for servicing, rather than the hardware
technology of construction. Unlike the rigid
truss structure of the western buildings,
Japanese wooden buildings are easily assem-
bled and disassembled, allowing recycling of
the materials. And through this process of
assembling and disassembling, building tech-
nigues could be handed down to the next gen-
eration and improved. This is reflected in the
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400-year cycle in the history of Japanese build-
ing styles.

As we are challenged by the issue of resources
on the global scale, we must look back on the
20th Century and form our outlook for the 21st
Century in the time span of some 400 years.
There are many options: secure as much free
space as possible within the limitation and uti-
lize it to the fullest extent in a flexible manner or
make the space convertible; create man-made
land by extending the idea of temporary exis-
tence; or, create urban spaces above the sea
by utilizing the floating technique and connect
them by trains that move by the magnetic force.
Japan has many possibilities in these areas.
The key issue in terms of design is how we can
accommodate the artificial environment with
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nature to allow diversified way of life and cul-
ture to exist. The core concept is the issue of
personality, something which is left after every-
thing changeable has been eliminated.
Kiyonori KIKUTAKE / Architect

"Time Revolution" and Design Today

What is happening to daily life today? It is a "time
revolution". With such events as the Plaza
Agreements and Gorbachv's economic reform in
the Soviet Union, the year 1985 was a historic
turning point in the history of mankind. Since
then, the daily time schedule of the Prime Minister
announced on newspapers is listed by the min-
utes, and Japan is noted for its punctuality.
People used to keep a diary recording the
times passed. Today, even small children have

FLE, 77 2Y 30 g SEMEa—
FEU., 79 4 WEIR L U 72 73D
WIFFHZE D P 72 E O TES L
TW3,

2O TIEHEIRIZS HOR R AL A
L. BEORM AL T, Zhh
L. THTEPEIRE VS EDER-T
W, WhIT RO AT > Tn
5, ¥/ 7 VEED [H1F5] 23EEE
T5HL Y= 3O ERTEDT
Holze HRADBFEMELENRENT
W5, L2ALZDAL VX — R
A, REISEEEH & E DB ORI
Fhiko12ko7, 29 LmliDi
MR O ZA IR, NS L2l H o FEfE
H@HAEDTIX RN,

S H OB A IS 14 R ORRIN < 5
Wt N EFh- L Z2ilhE 72, Th
F TIIEHIRPHIRI & > TR 5 HOM,
HOAD &FHEIZ L T abD
ASTEWFEIESIHIEE A, MRS & 2 T
& ALT G — D ERFERGIHIE I2E D
572, NTOKBOHITH 5,
PEMREETH RO IER 2 AD & DIz L
2o XHIZE D K BIXRIAIC K BHE
BladeD7-DTh %, PilTIIRT%20D

schedule books and they so to speak
"control'the time yet to come. Calendar which
once meant indication of the divine time is now
used to indicate personal events such as birth-
days and wedding anniversaries. Such change
is probably the second revolution in time in the
human history.

The first revolution in time took place in the
14th century Europe, when mechanical time-
piece was invented to replace the variable and
indefinite hour system and the time and hours
became universal and definite at any time and
any place--emergence of an artificial time.

The mechanical timepiece turned the divine
time into that man. Still more, it encouraged the
merchants" control over time. Merchants chal-
lenged the church law which criticized them as

5
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stealing from God as they charged interests by
the time, the time created by God. Thus pro-
ceeded the control of time by merchants. In
those days, mechanical clock was a status
symbol of the bourgeoisies and a means of
controlling the labor for the capitalists. And as
the proverb "time is money" goes, the form of
labor shifted from that of task oriented to timed
labor. In 1929, a Canadian named W. A.
Marison invented a timepiece that worked by
the quartz oscillation. This brought about "the
time revolution" to the contemporary world. In
1969, Japanese company Seiko presented an
expensive timepiece in which this principle was
introduced into an electronic circuit of semi-
conductors. Soon mass production of quartz
watches began, and by 1979 quartz time-
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pieces outstripped spring watches. The world's
timepiece market was dominated by Japanese
products.

The 700-year history of mechanical timepiece
ended as they fell from the throne as the status
symbol. Accurate time is now shared by all,
and the time now belongs to individuals for the
first time in history. Clocks and watches are
given multiple and composite functions as they
became fashionable. And yet, despite world's
foremost technology and production capacity,
Japanese watches are far behind Swiss watch-
es in design. Much is expected of the design
circle as design is a culture that encompasses
technology (function) as well as forms and col-
ors.

Sakae TSUNOYAMA / History of economy
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Design of Personality

Kikutake(K): The issue of personality is closely
related to metabolism. Personality is something
that is barely left of a thing/person after strip-
ping off everything that is interchangeable.
The urban planning of Versailles in France
takes into account its view from a distance of
10 km: one reaches the palace looking up at
the tower from the foot of an uphill. The same
applies to industrial products. If you know what
is at the core, then personality will automatical-
ly become visible. Scrutinizing the metabolism
of a thing would boil down to it.
Tsunoyama(T): Today, everyone has many
watches. Time is shown in and on various
things from TV to jewelry. Time is something
personal. What is important is that watches are
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no longer a mere thing but they create informa-
tion called time. The times are changing and
we consume not things but time. Our challenge
in the 21st Century will be how we spend our
time and how we live our life.

Question (Q): You mentioned that the time and
space today is related to personality which is at
the very margin of the time and space owned
by people in general. Could you give us a spe-
cific example?

K: Contrary to the mansory buildings of the
West, the wooden structures of Japan are high-
ly sophisticated and yet temporary in character
for having been assembled/disassembled
while maintaining the original value with highly
skilled craftsmanship of unknown workmen. A
1000-year old building must also be viewed as
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something temporary.

T: In 1543, guns were introduced to Japan via
Tanegashima Island. The next year, a
Japanese blacksmith made guns by applying
the sword making technique. That technique
developed into making cutlery and bicycles
over the years as well as mechanical timepiece
based on the variable hour system.
Chronometers based on the Japanese method
of calculation were also made.

Q: Who determines what can be and cannot be
changed? How do we hand down such tech-
nigues to the next generation?

K: That is where design enters the scene. It
takes 100 years before we can evaluate, and
the result will remain as a symbol. We should
be careful not to manufacture things under
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rigid conditions as they do in the West. They
spend too much money on things which would
later prove unnecessary. Cost should be spent
boldly on utilization of flexible technology of
Japan, because the space has precious value.
Q: Now that time and space have become per-
sonalized, how should we integrate them and
form the next generation culture of Japan? T:
We can not tell exactly what it will be like. Each
and every person must reflect keenly on him-
self and look for his own personal way.

K: The tea ceremony in Japanese culture has
created an original and sublimated space of
art. We must head for that sort of direction.
Dialogue by Kiyonori KIKUTATE and Sakae
TSUNOYAMA
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Time to Reconsider the Very Existence of Things
*Specialization and Integration--time to analyze
the act of designing

The process of specialization entails side
effects and certainly highlights the characteris-
tics of our age. The vector working in our sys-
tem of intelligence is such that the smaller the
scope of a specialized area becomes, produc-
tivity increases more. Current process of spe-
cialization would proceed if left undeterred,
and this process is reflected on every issue of
the contemporary society. Then, we must stop
this, or seek the source of energy elsewhere in
order to re-integrate those specialized areas.
My assumption is that it is designers, among
specialists, who can do that. My theme is to
study by what mechanism or in what intellectu-
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al structure the "analysis - generalization" of the
process of making things is conducted, but this
is extremely difficult. Designer are in a way a
theorist of design, and for that matter | expect a
great deal from them. A designer designs as
an individual, generalizes it, and analyzes it
with competence. Through this process, |
expect the relation of "analysis-generalization"
to be elucidated. "Analysis-generalization" sig-
nifies the two extremes of an individual's action
as well as of a social action.

*After All It's Philosophy, and That in Words
The eventual goal to be sought by design and
art in the future is philosophy. Philosophy is the
sense of value, and the logic is that design and
paintings are created because of that sense of
value. Systems formed by philosophers are
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also a product of creativity except that different
means are employed. The media of expression
may differ, but the motive is the same as we
are all humans. This is why | propose opening
a faculty of art studies at Tokyo University.
When we say engineering of man-made mat-
ters in the Research Center for Engineering of
Man-made Matters, it means design itself.
Words are first created, and engineering is
included as the target. It is essential that the
very basic thinking in forming man-made mat-
ters is taught first, and then individual objec-
tives in each field such as architecture or
electric engineering are studied. Abstraction
rather than viewing things materialistically is
one way of thinking. Abstraction encompasses
an immense scope. Empirical law teaches that
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the more extensive the realm of knowledge is,
the higher the quality of abduction becomes.
What is difficult is to view things in terms of
"functions" alone by abstracting their material
aspects. Philosophy is extremely abstract, and
is capable of explaining things in abstract man-
ner as it is detached from the material world.
Design, on the other hand, belongs to the
material world; yet, design without philosophy
could never be a quality design.

*Education to Foster Creativity

--Controlling knowledge

Knowledge always gets in the way of originality
but by transcending knowledge, creativity in its
true sense emerges. In education, we keep
feeding knowledge to students but we also try
to liberate rather than confine their thinking.
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That is the theory of design and planning.
Students learn to make use of their knowledge.
They are taught the extent of knowledge they
should acquire to allow them original thinking
and use of their knowledge. This is the basic
approach to fostering originality.

*Who Determines Adequacy of Things Today?
In Japan today, seemingly unethical phenome-
na such as issues of the socially weak people
are not rare. Where is the force to counteract?
Specialists engaged in producing things bear
the responsibility to propose an "ethical frame-
work". Confronted by the reality where things
are produced in excess, flooding the environ-
ment and eventually discarded, designers are
compelled to recognize the need to place cer-
tain restrictions on the process of producing
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things. It is only by doing so that ethics which
guide the modern society can be formed. How
should man-made things be brought into the
environment? It is the question of "who deter-
mines which of the things should exist". It is
time for designers to reconsider these basic
questions. And to do so, we must think with
"words". Instead of just offering things, we must
exchange opinions and reach consensus. In
order for man-made things to be improved in a
meaningful direction, | think it essential that
users' reactions be properly reflected.

Hiroyuki YOSHIKAWA / President, Tokyo University
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On Urban Design

The word design may have various definitions.
Professor of Landscape Planning at University
of Southern California with whom | worked
recently defines it as "a means of problem solv-
ing". He started with the problem of environ-
mental contamination by chemical fertilizers,
etc. One of the solutions he came up with was
the use of organic fertilizers. He repeated trials
and errors to find a better solution, calling this
process of finding a more effective and rational
solution "design".

A city is a base for diverse design activities.
And yet many design works found in cities
place importance on function and visual legibil-
ity. These designs may solve the problems
related to function and visibility (esthetics), but
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their contribution to solving the controversial
environmental issues is questionable.

In the urban ecological system where the
human activities have attained an extremely
sophisticated level, the natural cycle of things
is disrupted and they generally flow in only
oneway. Things pile up at the end of this
oneway, and this extraordinary accumulation
causes environmental problems (contamina-
tion, diseases, etc).

Urban design today requires consideration of
not only the visible shape/form of things or their
functions but also the life cycle of things which
is invisible.

Haruto KOBAYASHI / Landscape Architect
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Power to Make People Imagine a City
--alternative urban design

During the fifty years since World War I,
Hiroshima City has maintained its own philoso-
phy on peace based on its experience.
Hiroshima is known to the world only for fifty
years, but its existence with its experience of
grave incident has given it a unique image as a
city. The world views Hiroshima not as a mate-
rialistic city; people view it for the incident.
People imagine the form and the space of
Hiroshima based on that very incident.

The traditional theory of urban design tends to
neglect the idea of events. Issues related to
housing, transportation, disaster prevention
and living environment are the biggest chal-
lenges in the modern urban design, and
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designers fail to give adequate solutions to
these complicated and difficult "events".

The strong force that would urge the world to
imagine the city of Hiroshima is born from the
act of reconstructing the philosophy based on
the events by means of the reality of the ever-
evolving media era and then dissipating that
information. | think knowing a city is more
important than living there. Man has the imagi-
nation. Images of various cities are formed in
my mind through books and news, and through
anecdotes of people coming from these cities,
and such images are singularly my own. And
so long as | am confident of them, these virtual
images are the real images for me.

| want to liberate the urban design from being
one which is intended for those living in it and
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for those visiting it to that intended for those
who imagine it from afar. To do that, a new
design method which bases its criteria on
"'events" must be developed instead of relying
on the traditional and confined idea of urban
planning.

Kozo YAMADA / Graphic Designer

Indoor and Outdoor Landscapes in Urban
Housing--themes in question

*Clothes dried in living-dining rooms

A project called "Round-table Talk on Eating
Space and Life Culture" conducted a photo
survey on "eating space of salaried workers in
the Metropolitan area" twice (January 1992:
219 families; and January 1994: 120 families).
The survey revealed that the washing was
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hung in the dining room or adjacent living room
in most homes irrespective of their apparent
wish to keep their rooms tidy. Surprisingly,
92.1% of the respondents stated that they
dried their clothes indoors.

*"Something must be done", but no solution
found

Traditionally in Japanese houses, clothes were
dried in the garden or drying platform, and
when it rained they were put under the eaves.
Dining and living rooms were never used as a
place for drying the washing.

Housewives worship the Sun and feel a great
contentment when they take in the sun-dried
crisp washing. That is why, on weekends and
holidays, balconies and verandas are adorned
with lines of washing, with no regard to the sur-
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rounding landscape.

*Expectation mounts for home appliances that
are compatible with the climate and life style of
the Japanese

The present project focused on problems asso-
ciated with the phenomenon of drying the
washing indoors. But it is time for us to
address the problems regarding garbage
depots, disposal of rain water, location of air
conditioning systems, and landscaping.
"Creating beautiful housing that gives a sense
of affluence and relaxation" requires better
understanding of life style and developing the
implementing ability, but it also requires hous-
ing design and development of home appli-
ances that take into account the fuzzy aspects
of human living.
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JD owes it to the society to propose to those in
the housing and home appliances industries
and in the government the philosophy and
basic models regarding what and how an
urban housing should be based on the life style
of the future Japan.

Kazu WATANABE / Living Industry Planner & Designer

From Planning to Intervention

Man proposes, God disposes. In the days
when we were breathlessly promoting the land
and urban development, we had an illusion that
man not only proposed but disposed. We
developed a habit of thinking the present by
first fixing the idea for the future. Now that we
have reached maturity when pluralistic values
contradictingly exist and where technological
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renovation challenge the environmental capaci-
ty, we no longer know how far modernization
on global scale could proceed, and yet we still
cling to the old way of thinking. In order to
overthrow the modernistic way of thinking sug-
gested by the word planning, | feel we must
bid farewell to that very word. Now it is time for
us to recognize the importance of making
things. How do we evaluate the act of propos-
ing, and how do we reconstruct it? What do we
call that act of proposing in words that do not
belong to the ancien re gime? What is impor-
tant here is to establish a system that inter-
venes the present based not on the fixed idea
of the future but on the perception of the future
as viewed from the standpoint of the present.
We must stop clinging to meager and fixed
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ideas of the future.
Kei MINOHARA / City Planner

We Shall Never Design Weapons

--to help maintain peace.

From Hiroshima we appeal to industrial design-
ers of the world: "We shall never design
weapons". Abrupt as it is, we appeal to the pro-
fessionals who are in the position to design
tools and devices essential to human life. In the
post-World War Il Japan, there were no indus-
trial designers and thus none who could design
weapons. Today, however, chances seem very
high for industrial designers to be involved in
the design of weapons. We appeal to the world
to be determined to have no more to do with
weapons.
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Tameaki IKEDA / Professor, Hiroshima City University,
Department of Arts

Those Educated Asians

Many theories about East Asian economic suc-
cess are controversial. But one explanation
commands almost universal assent : an
emphasis on education. Because of this, East
Asian children outperform their western coun-
terparts when tested on their knowledge of
math and science. Many think that their high
achievements lead to the high economic
growth. The deep commitment by parents to
education and the general belief that everyone
can and should succeed are thought to be the
reasons for success in education. Ironically,
though, some Asian educationalists are begin-
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ning to voice doubts about their own methods.
They are afraid that current ways of doing
things are stifling creativity and inventiveness.
Thus, now that both east and west revamp their
education systems, lessons will flow in both
ways. (Those Educated Asians. THE ECONO-
MIST SEPTEMBER 21st 1996)

Then, what sort of education system could be
conceived in our effort to cultivate the senses
of internationality, responsibility, generosity and
fairness which are so important in our age ?
Shoji Ekuan / Sociologist
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JD Workshop:

"Discussing Design and Education"

JD has been discussing the problems of
design and education through JD forums on
"gDesign Education and Its Promotion" and
"gChildren and Design" and by featuring edu-
cation in its journal. We have covered diverse
areas from education to civilization and design,
such as verification of the creative environment
of children, discussion on forming new values
for the coming age based on the review of the
modernism, and study on today’s philosophy of
human existence. To further these discussions,
a workshop was newly organized.

The first session discussed the framework of
the proposed subject. It will be summarized
under the title of "gdesign education as a
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movement". The workshop is organized as a
group of subsections divided by subjects.

The second session heard heated arguments
on various issues in various fields. In the future,
concrete action programs will be planned. At
the same time, we shall endeavor to find solu-
tions to problems which arise at the cross-
roads of various specialized fields. This may
help us reconstruct the design circle. But to do
so, we must always keep in mind where we
stood when we first established our organiza-
tion. Workshop sessions are intended as a
means to propose visions on global scale to
prepare ourselves for the 21st Century.

HADRE - Y1V DRE

WELBADT Vi — b (9HIAFHT)
DHENFELENTWET, ZOT V7
— FOHIE, fE»RAERS ZET
[HAOHE - 7H 4 VO] 2% &
WBHZE, BIUIDEEOMHRE T —
axR=2{EXBZ L TT, LT, Sl
DT V7 Vv — b OHHEBIEDOWERE R
rLET,

1. BERDRRE
MR - B
BREGERR D L B B ADHIB
Brx, Taay a4 71t
F=ZLTaAVAT LT Ta—F

H AR e BRI

[ [ Yi E o T B~

B & st

A H AR

TBA v 7 75

R F > v T —2 > 2T L%
FUANLT I aY—F%
W - A

b Ly =1 ik | N T U1

Hitdek,  HbIGRE SR

WITBUER

FRBIREA A & KR PR SR

INTFE TS VY T b BN OTER
K] O Bkt 2o ARgst
ZAbASHE U Gk

mIEERL

gkt 2D ERR

FEFE bt 2 ToREN

R, 7275 6DV

Challenges for Japan: Challenges for Design
Following is the gist of questionnaire survey
conducted on our members.

1. Challenges for Japan

M Environment/Resources

Addressing the lack of awareness of the envi-
ronmental issues, Total eco-system approach,
etc.

W Urbanism/Urban Infrastructure

Urban beauty and community landscape,
Reconstructing a megalopolis, etc.

W Community/Living

Local areas and aging - depopulation,etc.

M Administrative policies

From deregulation toward reconstruction of
regulations, etc.

M Internationalization
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Contribution to global society, Ability to
express self in the internationalized society,
etc.

M Industry/Economy

Emasculation of domestic production, Decline
of agriculture, Forestry and fishery, etc.

M Japanese culture/Tradition

Revitalization and succession of tradition and
culture, Post western culture

M People

Redefining consumers'. needs, Coping with the
aging society with decrease in child population
W Human existence

Methodology for symbiosis lack of imagination
M Education

Education in media era, forming social visions
in edvcation,etc.

BB & 74 ¥ 2 5 OMHIRE
mEE b, 7o 7, HAL
£l i Vi)
Ja—INLY =TT 4 VT

T7YT ., BAREAE AL ARG
HAF ) OFILTFHA v
Wi - (2

LR, 2REXET VA v OEEL
T—=FAA T4V

VI MKAVTFVITHEA Y
WAL

4V R—=T 2 —AFHFA VT
YILF AT 4 THEDTHA VR
[ INEiEezin

IN)TT)—=FTHA4 Y
JUTILTFHA v
IN—=VFILTFHAL v
JEMET A VB

Yy ZETHA Y

BAH

BEDTFHA v
AR EREE T A v

Wz Ofth
FHTHA v (NLBRE) A%
NI OHBPERRE L Y 3 Y OIER

3. 2EN AEMRER
WREL - #RT - s

Ty IR A v
ST O THA Y

Holsk (RRME) BH¥EE LTOTHA v
35 e S I

[ [ R A o
KE(FED AT =l

B LYo A

M Others: space development

2. Challenges for Design

M Environment/Resources

Creation of symbiosis for man and environ-
ment, Ecological design, etc.

M City/Community/Landscape

Improving chromatic and audio environment in
cities, Housing and landscape design, etc.

M Internationalization/Asia/Japanese culture
Global marketing, Creation of own life style for
Asia and Japan, etc.

M Industry/Society

Sophistication of design for primary and sec-
ondary industries, etc.

M Informatization

Design ideas in a multi-media society, etc.

M Human existence
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Barrier-free design, Social design, Science of
sensitivity and design, Sex and design, etc.

Il Education

Design for school and environment, etc.

M Others

Development of space design (man-made
environment), etc.

3. Daily Research Activities by members (omitted)

4. Themes for JD Forum

City and design--sustainability, Ecological
urban design / Design for community identity,
Design for networking society, Asian design /
Design education and promotion, Specialized
education for sophisticated design, Children
and design, Post modernism / Barrier-free
design, Design of personality
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Joint Meeting of the Board of Directors and
Managers

A joint meeting of directors and standing direc-
tors was held on July 30 at Takeshiba confer-
ence room. Following objectives were
discussed. Review of post-war evolution in the
design circle under the theme of design and
education, and discussion of importance of
design education in the creation of cultural val-
ues of future Japan as a nation. Among other
study objectives discussed are "barrier-free
design", "alternative industrial design", "pro-
posed construction of Design Center", publica-
tion of design almanac and organizing a study
group on modern design history. Activities on
global scale such as exchange program with
China would also be continued.
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JD Salon "Universal Design in Ireland"
Professor Paul Hogan, President of lIrish
Institute for Design and Disability, was the
guest speaker at a gathering on education and
barrier-free environment held on October 8 in
Takeshiba Conference Room. Professor Hogan
discussed the theme of universal design based
on his own experience as a handicapped.

JD Salon "Design in Finland"

Prof. Yrjo Sotamaa, President of Helsinki
University of Fine Arts, Finland will give us a
talk. A brief gathering will be held after the talk.
The Fifth JD Forum "Global Design Management"
Mr. Robert Blaich, Director of International
Design Management will be our guest. Mr.
Blaich has worked for Herman Miller and for
Phillips as the design managing director. His

—VXV b T4 LA —=DUIN= | -
TV =2 REDLZTDIDT x — T 4 %

L 9, IR E ., HKEKE

WU, AOFEMY2E2EICLS

ISALT 4 2 Ay a v, Bl BHE
EPELTOET,

mHH 199%6411A16H (1)

[ |83 13:30~17:30
18:30~20:30

2 U B E R

We Evzarsv [/-v2]
83T 5T
7TH

i R 1%
UATHEONEZF—T - FIEEEE
B, ZTOHTHEELTO [HonE],
B LT [ 274 F T ],
BRI HBEELTD [F4 0 4V T35
AZbNI O F v —] BAr0En, SLG
AR ARPSY oV AN QURYAL K L lIaRE 711 E
D [NN=VF VT4 —DFHFA V] &,
THBPANI I F =T [A4ER) X4
DFEMBOFER E L T/S=VF )T 4 —
IZITE DWW L OB B O T FR
T&, TN ZEMEIERIZSEH LWV,
- JERIZENEE T [ HATZOEEN1920s
~1945 | % R 7=, @RI ARRIN 722 A3k
o [fRAEE] OFEL SICEL, ER
ARDWRDIAE . (B H HE)

VOICE OF DESIGN VOL.23

19964F-10 H 25 H F817

FAT N RAREE A Wit N Ve e

FATHr/ T105  HULHRZSX 4 1-11-1
Z2—ETNE ) —249-16F HATFHA VRS
Fipr /R ettEnl

=0k 1 /10001

keynote address will be followed by a panel
discussion by Mr. Blaich, JD Director Mr.
Seiichi Mizuno, and JD member Mr. Masakazu
Taniguchi. A get-together party is also sched-
uled.

Postscript

A wide variety of keywords were mentioned in
connection with the activities of Japan Institute
of Design: easy to understand are "lateral links"
as an action, "sustainable" as the awareness of
age, and 'light infrastructure" as a concrete
means. Mr. Kiyonori Kikutake's concept of
"design of personality" considered somewhat
difficult to comprehend became more clear as
Mr. Kikutake explained that he "came upon
personality as the ultimate goal of metabolism"
at the JD seminar held the other day. (K.SANO)





