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The design world which has been fragmentat-
ed into specialized areas in its process of
development in the society pursuing affluence
for 50 years now needs to establish closer
interaction to face problems. Design is a cul-
tural existence created by people. Japan
Institute of Design made its start to deepen
cultural life through synergistic activities
among specialists in design and many other
disciplines. We are determined to meet the
challenges to design such as disasters, urban
life and fashion and normalization in a most
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creative manner and to make proposals in
these respects. ICSID '95 Taipei declared the
future possibilities of Asian design to the world.
Japanese design is at the focus of attention
among Asian countries. Through contribution
to the Asian design, Japanese designers bear
the responsibility of linking Asia with the world
through design. "VOICE OF DESIGN" is intend-
ed as a medium to bridge these two different
worlds.

Kenji Ekuan / Chairman Japan Institute of Design
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Destination of Design

IDCA (International Design Congress in Aspen)
1994 focused its discussion on "restructuring’,
a theme taken up recently by another confer-
ence 'Restructuring New Business Design
Concept" which was chaired by John Kao. A
two-day "Tokyo TV Conference" was held in
1995 linking Tokyo, Aspen and New York. Mr.
Kao impressed me deeply in his remarks that
"design faces an outright challenge in address-
ing new aspects because of radical and rapid
changes in business and social environment".
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Aims for Japanese design or of the Japan
Institute of Design are how to reveal diverse
questions and challenges for design of the
21st century and how to demonstrate their
vision.

'The new design" of mine takes off by estab-
lishing "a cultural and design base" through a
10-day forum for "World Design Conference"

Kiyoshi Awazu / Graphic Designer
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At the born of Japan institute of Design

Recent development of multi-media technology
has radically simplified image processing and
given a completely new turn in man-machine
dialogue. The human eyes are amazingly per-
ceptive. An instant glance identifies a person
and reads his inner feelings. Even though com-
puter innovation is remarkable, the once-popu-
lar term "artificial intelligence" has somehow
disappeared. We have realized that the more
sophisticated computers become in perfor-
mance, the less competent they become
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against human intelligence.

| define design as that which provides means
to adequately respond to the overwhelmingly
competent perceptiveness of the human eyes.
Products made of the same materials under
the same principle for the same purpose may
give totally different impressions depending on
the design.
appeal to all. These are the design in the true
sense of the word.

And vyet, there are designs that

Hajime Karatsu / Professor, Tokai University, Research

and Development
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Selfish Consumers
In this society which is almost excessively filled
with designs, | cannot find a design that | truly

W ERT

like or a place where | truly feel comfortable. |
wonder if this is due to lack of sense of aes-
thestics and ego. If this is so, a good design
can hardly be expected. This must have
stemmed from disregard for beauty in school
and at home. If there is no ego, there is no self
assertiveness. One cannot even decide what
one wants to do or what one does not like. In

spite of development in economy, our life lacks
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beautiful and easy-to-use daily wares and tools
and quality of life has not improved. This must
be because of our immaturity and inability to
say what we want or to reject what we do not
want. People who "endure" cannot ask for a
better community nor a good tool. They cer-
tainly cannot have a democratic government
for themselves. Unless we are careful, we will
end up being "insensible" by being too obedi-
ent.  We should nurture our ego and be
assertive.

Tomoko Inukai / Journalist
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Time for interdiscipinary cooperation

Under the influence of modernism since Meiji
Era, today’s matured society in Japan is orga-
nized in a tight vertical order. In the age of
globalization, however, we need a horizontal
network. We can welcome a new age, only if
people in the world can achieve the destination
they believe in. The institute will make propos-
als and try to find the direction of Japanese
design with firm linkage with the world.

Kenji Ekuan / Chairman Japan Institute of Design
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Design in Japan Reconsidered

For a person to design a thing, it is to express
his/her "scheme or design" in it, and he/she
has got to fight to give birth to that scheme and
win. In terms of human society, design means
to repeat the cause-effect relationship. | have
this feeling every time | tackle our land, and
also when | think of difficulties brought by the
Hanshin Great Earthquake.

Even though many say that specialized skills of
this century should be brought forward to the
21st century, | say that it is a good time to dis-
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card and deny our skills. | think it most mean-
ingful as each of us denies his/her specialized
field. The important thing is what comes out of
self-denial. Anyone can raise a problem in
today's society.

We should seriously discuss "denying the 20th
century civilization". It is no longer the time to
think of ways to alleviate the problems and
side effects of the present day civilization,
which is a metropolitan civilization. What then
is civilization which denies metropolis? There
exist science and technology, and materials
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which control human life and thinking. Human
life has definitely become affluent, but we can-
not even dispose nuclear weapons properly.
Spiritual civilization is clearly important at this
time. An enterprise without cultural worth can-
not survive. It can only if it has built a culture
of its own.

Atsushi Shimokobe / Chairman and Chief Executive

Officer The Tokio Marine Research Institute
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Vision of Social Design

Design has long been a tool for civilization, but
it should have been "a tool of culture" which
controls civilization or which clarifies the
course of development of a civilization and
places it among our "intention".

| should therefore like to make three proposals:
one concerns "design for enterprising culture".
In order to aim at product development "unique
to a company', we should contemplate on a
design in a broad sense based on the enter-
prising culture and climate.
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The second proposal concerns "social design".
Enterprises should endeavor to think in terms
of a total life cycle from use to disposal when
designing a product.
limits to enterprises unless infrastructure is well
designed.

Thirdly, | propose "Japanese design in the 21st

Conversely, there are

century" as the base for all. What role does
Japan wish to play domestically as well as in
the world?

Seiich Mizuno / Member of The House of Councilors
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Approach for Universal Design

"Barrier-free" is a word used increasingly often
today. Membership of my study group called
E&C Project which was started several years
ago increased from 10 to 150. We start with
the fact-finding study.

By adding modifications or improvements to
the products made for healthy people, more
people including the elderly and the handi-
capped can use them as well. Americans call
it "universal design".

| would like the manufacturers to give plural
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properties to their product in future. | propose
to make everyday things easy to use with all of
the five senses. | believe "new culture" will
emerge where "gentleness" is incorporated in
the standard of culture. It is a future scope for
universal designs.

Atsuko Kamoshida / Industrial Designer
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Destination of Graphic Design

Despite our being "visual communicators’, the
study of fine art did not include lessons on
‘what are reflected in the human eyes?" It falls
in the realm of medicine or psychology. | was
in charge of posters for the exhibition called
‘A Century of Designs" held at Grand Palais in
Paris. | keenly felt that it was high time our
designs could address not only Japan but the
world. | hand pasted national flags of 50 coun-
tries to make up a composition depicting Mona
Lisa. Even though computer graphics are in
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their heyday, | have been saying that a human
computer is a better tool to appeal to the com-
puter inbred in humans. And yet a company
sent me a computer three weeks ago.

Graphic designs made their start from com-
mercial messages, but posters made for com-
mercial purposes are not carried in text books.
Shigeo Fukuda / Graphic Designer
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Design in Japan that people can actually feel
comfortable

I am a member of the Japanese government's
committee for administrative reforms. Japan is
now faced with an enormous need for reforms
after complacently spending 50 vyears in
peace. Japan has been competing with the
West, trying to help the country to take off and
to be fair to all. The result is that Japan may
have been in abyss without any clear-cut poli-
cies.

We are now at a time when the mechanism of
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“Japanese design” or “Japanese system”
per se must be changed. If each and every
one of us were to really appreciate affluence,
we should find true affluence at points which
we have been long been neglecting.

| have heaps of things | wish to argue against
designs in Japan. As it is said that the level of
politics embodies that of people, the level of
design also appears to embody that of people.
Eiko Ooya / Journalist
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About 400 people participated in the sympo-
sium and listened to ardent messages from
At the
press conference that followed, questions and

symposiasts of diverse disciplines.

answers were exchanged
world's first horizontal network of design. Mr.
Noboru Kawazoe opened the reception with a
toast, and Mr. Takemochi Ishii and Mr. Hiroshi
Takeuchi enhanced convivialness by giving

regarding the

congratulatory speeches.
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# The institute should conceive multiple and
diverse ideas.

# | heartily support the essential concept of
design to view

things, people and environment beyond the
boundary of disciplines and culture.

# 50 years of the post-war period witnessed
the demise of design as a government mea-
sure to promote industry. Design as culture
will invigorate Japan of the 21st century.

#In the 21st century, design as “fineware” will
replace hardware and software.
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# For exquisite civilization

# Status of design in a society symbolizes cul-
ture of that country.

#1 propose a grand campaign for “education
in creativity” from primary schools through to
colleges and universities. The current educa-
tion environment hardly offers hope for devel-
oping creative spirits of design.

#| would like the Institute to pursue the area of
sensibility from the standpoint of natural sci-
ences.

# Continuity of design -- functions may
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advance but changes in forms should be kept
to minimum.

# “Discussion of ideas" are fine, but | would
like to see concrete “projects’, which would
involve, for instance, Asia.

# Please open the Institute to young people,
and women as well as to people outside the
industry.

# The most crucial is how to implant “Design
Mind” into the mind of Japan' authorities.
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SEKISUI JUSHI as "Design minded company"
expects Japan Institute of Design's activities
“design
mind" which is embodied extensively in prod-
ucts ranging from household goods, infrastruc-
ture such as roads, urban planning to scenic

Sekisui Group is proud of its intense

views. In order to offer better products, we
believe it essential to express gentleness to
people and affluence through design and to
contribute to life culture. The objectives of
public works are to harmonize people and to
bring comfort to mind.
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One of our objectives as a manufacturer is to
give sustainability to our products to enable
improvement with age, and we support Mr.
Kenneth Grange's proposal for ageless
design.

The society is undergoing radical changes in
this age of electronics. As the year 1995 sym-
bolizes, Japan is witnessing an outbreak of
extremely unhappy events. We felt anew the
importance of disaster prevention, safety and
security, and above all the importance of peo-
ple's heart. Disaster prevention and urban
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design are the realistic themes for us. Another
objective is to fully address the challenges of
the aging society.

| believe in three Cs --
contribution. | challenge the Japan Institute of
Design to discuss extensively and propose

creation, challenge and

future directions to pursue.

Yasuo Masuda / President SEKISUI JUSHI CORPORA-
TION.
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Report on Meetings of the Board of Directors

1st Meeting: September 18,2nd Meeting:
December 1,both were held at International
House of Japan. Nature of the Institute was
confirmed to be a "(non-profit) think tank'to
make proposals to the society through forums
open to the design field and other disciplines.
Subjects discussed were:building international
network,how to cope with problems of contem-
porary society.

People have been urged to unify their findings
after Hanshin Great Earthquake. February was
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set for the next JD Forum on themes selected
from various areas. The Forum will expose the
problems to the society and invite people to
discuss them in presenting proposals at work-
shops, etc.

Report on Meeting of Standing Directors

On November 22,1995 the third meeting of the
standing directors was held at International
House of Japan. (1st meeting,Oct.9,2nd meet-
ing Oct. 23). The meeting is instrumental to the
institute and it proposes themes of the activi-
ties,organizes project teams,and promotes
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implementation of the projects. It will jointly
work with the Board of Directors. To date the
objectives and framework for the institute's
businesses were confirmed in creating inter-
disciplinary network. An intent was empha-
sized to absorb the members' awareness of
challenges,to urge circulation of information.
Guideline for selecting themes was discussed:
themes should have scale of approachable
only by a group,in international scene and
innovative context. Future oriented themes
were discussed as well.

11



Design Event

HihR
HART A VHREORHAD [HARD 7+
AV &EEZ 5] TIR3MEOENY VRY
A EEERY VAR Y LA L CHEPT A
A 7G]0 OFEROHR TE L DT HA Vil
AN L TCEZ LA, ZO4RIODY VR
VY ADRENE F R LT, HATY
A VHEREw [ 794 v o21titie (RE)
ZESHE K 0EL RN L5,
EPN
1. HAOF¥A Vv E2EZ 5,
RARERE ] AR
2. B 6Bt
TYRVT T30/ VgAY
A ATV N i
3. ERILEE DT ¥4~
AR A5
4, KT HANTHOMAL 754 v OfE
FGAZ AT,/ o g Ik
5. THA v EETEULOEFRK
FAZ 50V S INENFE BB/
At R
6. #iHFHA v ARV 2T 4
TR/ BTG Ts / ME S/ A LifE R
7. FHA VLR
P B/ FEEFR IR ek
HE],/ FRASIERL
8. THA VEHAK
Tl 8T e —
9. HERERDE 1L
IVF vy V== IRE K
SRR L
10. FHLWERG & 7oA V1% (XS
gL AN AR/ HIR
W VE R

Publishing activities

The proceedings of three symposia in Japan
and an international symposium are summa-
rized and edited by the Japan Institute of
Design for publication by Shobunsha under the
(provisional) title “21st Century of Design --
New Landscape for Men and Objects".
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JD Forum

The Secretariat is reviewing the possibilities to
regularly hold the forum to discuss activities of
the Japanese Institute of Design.
proposed themes include “Design for Disaster
Relief', “City and Fashion", “Design for Local

Currently

Economy and Environment",
“ Design Education for

“ Design for
Normalization", and
Children".
Proposals
The Secretariat is studying a project to further
study the themes of JD Forum at workshops
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and to base concrete proposals on the discus-
sion. For instance, we would like to divide the
theme “DESIGN FOR DISASTER RELIEF" into
headings such as Urban Structure and Sign
System, Easy-to-understand Cities, Design of
Temporary Housing and Refugee Camps, and
Barrier-free Mobile System, and present our
proposals to the society.
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